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Agenda

• Overview of  Writing Process
• Focus Standards
• Text Types and Purposes
• Accommodations
• Writing Across the Curriculum
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Outcomes

• Increase familiarity with CCSS Writing 
Standards

• Understand each writing type (opinion, 
informative/explanatory, narrative)

• Identify characteristics of  each writing 
type

• Increase knowledge of  DDOE Writing 
Learning Progressions
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Essential Questions

• Why is it important to know the 
characteristics of  each writing type? 

• How will knowing these characteristics 
impact classroom instruction for all 
learners? 

• How do learning progressions help 
educators scaffold instruction for all 
learners? 
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Anchor Standard 4:
 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Kindergarten First Second Third Fourth Fifth

(Begins in grade 
3)

(Begins in grade 
3)

Begins in grade 
3)

With guidance and 
support from adults, 
produce writing in 
which the development
and organization are 
appropriate to task and
purpose. (Grade-
specific expectations 
for writing types are 
defined in standards 1-
3.)

Produce clear and 
coherent writing in which 
the development and 
organization are 
appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 
(Grade-specific 
expectations for writing 
types are defined in 
standards 1-3.)

Produce clear and coherent
writing in which the 
development and 
organization are 
appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 
(Grade-specific 
expectations for writing 
types are defined in 
standards 1-3.)
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Anchor Standard 5: 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach.

Kindergarten First Second Third Fourth Fifth

With guidance 
and support from 
adults, respond to
questions and 
suggestions from 
peers and add 
details to 
strengthen writing 
as needed.

With guidance 
and support from 
adults, focus on a 
topic, respond to 
questions and 
suggestions from 
peers, and add 
details to 
strengthen writing 
as needed.

With guidance 
and support 
from adults and 
peers, focus on 
a topic and 
strengthen 
writing as 
needed by 
revising and 
editing.

With guidance and 
support from peers and 
adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, 
revising, and editing. 
((Editing for conventions
should demonstrate 
command of Language
standards 1-3 up to and
including grade 3.)

With guidance and support 
from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by 
planning, revising, and 
editing. ((Editing for 
conventions should 
demonstrate command of 
Language standards 1-3 up 
to and including grade 4.)

With guidance and support 
from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new 
approach. ((Editing for 
conventions should 
demonstrate command of 
Language standards 1-3 up 
to and including grade 5.)
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Revisiting the Writing Process



Prewriting

• Brainstorming/Making Lists
• Mentor Texts
• Quick Writes
• Graphic Organizers
• Conducting Research
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Drafting

• Draft
• Writing stamina

9



Revising

"The first draft is a skeleton....just bare 
bones.  The rest of the story comes 
later with revising."     

Judy Blume
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Revising vs. Editing

11 http://amandaonwriting.tumblr.com/post/84203166430



Revising
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• Suggestions for “sentence level” 
revision/teaching grammar in context

• Using a first or second draft of  a paper…
– Highlight all of  the “to be” verbs in the paper and try

to eliminate half  of  them.
– Highlight the first two or three words of  each 

sentence. If  they are repetitive, change one or more.
– Look at your sentence length. If  all sentences are 

short/simple, combine some to form complex 
sentences.



Editing

• Grammar and spelling
• Peer editing/clocking
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Publishing

• Author’s Chair
• Make a book or display
• Make a gift for a friend
• Share on a blog or website
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Writing as a Process

• http://dwwlibrary.wested.org/media/te
aching-students-to-use-the-writing-
process-for-a

15

http://dwwlibrary.wested.org/media/teaching-students-to-use-the-writing-process-for-a
http://dwwlibrary.wested.org/media/teaching-students-to-use-the-writing-process-for-a
http://dwwlibrary.wested.org/media/teaching-students-to-use-the-writing-process-for-a


Ways to Use Mentor Texts

• Idea: the text inspires the writer to create 
an original idea based on one from the 
text.

• Structure: the text presents an 
organizational structure that the writer 
tries to emulate using original ideas.

• Written Craft: the author’s writing style, 
ways with words, or sentence structure 
inspires the writer to try out these 
techniques.

Public Schools of  North Carolina
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Using Mentor Texts

• Select a text to emulate and reread– one 
that inspires an idea, models a structure, 
or demonstrates an author’s craft worth 
trying.

–Read it (Read like a reader)

–Analyze it (Read like a writer)

– Emulate it (Write like the writer)

Adapted from Kelly Gallagher
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Questions to Consider

Does the book provide examples of  the kind
of  writing you want from your students?

Can it be revisited multiple times for a 
number of  purposes?

Do you select text that represents a variety 
of  genres and diverse cultures?

Does this text link to other areas of  the 
curriculum?
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Text Types and Purposes

• Argument/Opinion
• Informative
• Narrative
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Characteristics of Opinion Writing

• Opinion writing ...
– states your point of  view based on your 

beliefs, feelings, or perspective

– is supported by an argument that includes 
evidence (facts/details) and examples

– is organized to include a clear topic, opinion 
statement, and evidentiary support

– is the foundation for argumentative writing
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Anchor Standard 1: 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 
texts using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

Kindergarten First Second Third Fourth Fifth

Use a combination 
of drawing, 
dictating, and 
writing to compose
opinion pieces in 
which they tell a 
reader the topic or 
the name of the 
book they are 
writing about and 
state an opinion or 
preference about 
the topic or book 
(e.g., My favorite 
book is . . .).

Write opinion pieces 
in which they 
introduce the topic or
name the book they 
are writing about, 
state an opinion, 
supply a reason for 
the opinion, and 
provide some sense 
of closure.

Write opinion pieces in 
which they introduce 
the topic or book they 
are writing about, state
an opinion, supply 
reasons that support 
the opinion, use linking 
words (e.g., because, 
and, also) to connect 
opinion and reasons, 
and provide a 
concluding statement 
or section.

Write opinion pieces on 
topics or texts, 
supporting a point of 
view with reasons.
a. Introduce the topic 

or text they are 
writing about, state 
an opinion, and 
create an 
organizational 
structure that lists 
reasons.

b. Provide reasons that 
support the opinion.

c. Use linking words 
and phrases to 
connect opinion 
and reasons.

d. Provide a 
concluding 
statement or 
section.

Write opinion pieces on 
topics or texts, supporting a 
point of view with reasons 
and information.
a. Introduce a topic or text 

clearly, state an opinion,
and create an 
organizational structure 
in which related ideas 
are grouped to support 
the writer’s purpose.

b. Provide reasons that are 
supported by facts and 
details.

c. Link opinions and 
reasons using words and 
phrases.

d. Provide a concluding 
statement or section 
related to the opinion 
presented.

Write opinion pieces on topics
or texts, supporting a point of 
view with reasons and 
information.
a. Introduce a topic or text 

clearly, state an opinion, 
and create an 
organizational structure in 
which ideas are logically 
grouped to support the 
writer’s purpose.

b. Provide logically ordered  
reasons that are 
supported by facts and 
details.

c. Link opinion and reasons 
using words, phrases, and 
clauses.

d. Provide a concluding 
statement or section 
related to the opinion 
presented.
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Learning Progressions Grade 3 – Writing Standard 1

a.  Introduce the topic or text they are writing about, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure that lists reasons. 

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

• Identify an issue in a topic or text
• Agree or disagree with the issue
• Choose an opening technique
• Create an introduction that hooks the 

reader using an opening technique 
• Create a list of reasons that support 

the opinion 
• Determine the best way to organize 

reasons that support the opinion 
• Introduce the topic or text they are 

writing about, state an opinion, and 
create an organizational structure that 
lists reasons 

• Opinion/Position
• Reasons/support
• Evidence
• Structure 
• Opening Techniques (e.g., direct 

statement, personal connection, fact 
based question, quotation, analogy, 
fact or detail)

• How did you introduce the piece?
• What is the topic of the text you are 

writing about? 
• What is your opinion and have you 

explained why? 
• Can the reader tell what you think 

about the topic?  How?
• In the introduction did you hook the 

reader into caring about your opinion?
• How did you introduce the reasons? 

b. Provide reasons that support the opinion. 

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

• Differentiate between relevant and 
irrelevant reasons

• Choose reasons based on facts, 
examples, and/or evidence that 
support the opinion

• Prioritize reasons 
• Elaborate on each reason
• Provide reasons that support the 

opinion 

• Relevant and irrelevant 
reasons/support

• Elaboration 
• Prioritize 

• How is this piece organized?
• What reasons did you give to support 

your opinion?
• Are there other reasons you could 

include?
• Are there any reasons here that don’t 

support your opinion? 
• Is there additional information you 

could you add to each reason? 
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Learning Progressions Grade 3 – Writing Standard 1

c.  Use linking words and phrases (e.g. because, therefore, since, for example) to connect opinion and reasons.

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

• Provide examples that connect to the 
reasons using linking words

• Determine linking words that best 
connect the reasons

• Use linking words when stating a new 
point

• Use linking words when shifting from 
stating reasons to providing evidence

• Use linking words and phrases (e.g., 
because, therefore, since, for example) to
connect opinion and reasons 

• Linking words (e.g., because, therefore, 
since, for example) 

• What linking words did you use?
• Did they help you make connections 

between your reasons and evidence? 
• Why did you use a linking word here?
• Have you connected your reasons and 

evidence with linking words such as 
because, therefore, since and for 
example? 

d. Provide a concluding statement or section. 

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

• Recognize closure techniques for 
creating a concluding statement or 
section 

• Provide a concluding statement or 
section 

• Concluding statement or section 
• Techniques for closure (e.g., 

reinforcement, quotation, personal 
story, question) 

• Which technique did you choose to 
create your concluding statement or 
section? 

• Does your concluding statement or 
section help the reader consider the 
point one more time? 
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Learning Progressions Grade 4 – Writing Standard 1

a.  Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which related ideas are grouped to 
support the writer’s purpose.

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

• Identify an issue in a topic or text
• Agree or disagree with the issue
• Develop an opinion and hook the 

reader into caring about their opinion
• Introduce reasons that will be 

developed later to support opinion 
• Group related information together to 

support writer’s purpose
• Introduce a topic or text clearly, state 

an opinion, and create an 
organizational structure in which 
related ideas are grouped to support 
the writer’s purpose 

• Opinion/Position
• Reason/support
• Evidence
• Grouping related information 
• Writer’s purpose
• Opening Techniques (e.g., direct 

statement, personal connection, 
fact based question, quotation, 
analogy, fact or detail)

• What is the topic or text you are writing 
about? 

• Can the reader tell what you think about the 
topic?  How?

• What is your opinion and have you explained
why? 

• How did you introduce the piece?
• In the introduction did you hook the reader 

into caring about your opinion?
• How did you introduce your reasons?  
• What is the best way to group your 

information? 
• Does it support your purpose? 

b. Provide reasons that are supported by facts and details. 

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

• Provide an appropriate variety of 
reasons

• Differentiate between relevant and 
irrelevant reasons

• Prioritize reasons 
• Choose the best reasons to convince 

the reader
• Elaborate on each reason
• Use paraphrasing to appropriately 

reference text
• Provide reasons that are supported by 

facts and details

• Relevant and irrelevant 
reasons/support

• Elaboration 
• Prioritize 

• How is this piece organized?
• What reasons did you give to support your 

opinion?
• Are there other reasons you could include?
• Are there any reasons here that don’t 

support your opinion? What should you do 
with those?

• What else can you say about this reason?
• What facts and details did you use to 

support each reason?
• Why did you use this reason first? Or last?
• Is there additional information you could 

you add to each reason? 
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Learning Progressions Grade 4 – Writing Standard 1

c.  Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases (e.g. for instance, in order to, in addition).

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

• Provide examples that connect to the 
reasons using linking words

• Determine linking words that best 
connect the reasons

• Use linking words when stating a new 
point

• Use linking words when shifting from 
stating reasons to providing evidence

• Link opinion and reasons using words 
and phrases (e.g., for instance, in order 
to, in addition) 

• Linking words (e.g., for instance, in order
to, in addition) 

• What linking words or phrases would 
help make the best connections within 
your piece? 

• Have you grouped your reasons? 
• Why did you use a linking word here? 
• Are the linking words or phrases you 

have chosen the best ones? If not, 
which ones might fit your piece better? 

•  Have you connected your reasons with
linking words and phrases such as for 
instance, in order to, and in addition? 

d. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented.

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

• Recognize closure techniques for 
creating a concluding statement or 
section

• Determine a technique that helps the 
reader consider the key point(s) one  
more time 

• Provide a concluding statement or 
section related to the opinion 
presented

• Concluding statement 
• Techniques for closure (e.g., 

reinforcement, quotation, personal 
story, question) 

• How did you close the piece?  
• What else could you try?
• How did you remind the reader of your 

opinion?
• How did you reflect on the opinion in 

the conclusion?
• Does your concluding statement relate 

to the opinion stated in the 
introduction? 
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Learning Progressions Grade 5 – Writing Standard 1

a.  Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which ideas are logically grouped to
support the writer’s purpose.

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

• Identify an issue in a topic or text
• Agree or disagree with the issue
• Develop an opinion and hook the 

reader into caring about the opinion
• Introduce reasons that will be 

developed later to support opinion 
• Organize and logically group ideas to 

support writer’s purpose
• Introduce a topic or text clearly, state 

an opinion, and create an 
organizational structure in which ideas 
are logically grouped to support the 
writer's purpose 

• Opinion/Position
• Reason/support
• Evidence
• Writer’s purpose
• Opening Techniques (e.g., direct 

statement, personal connection, 
fact based question, quotation, 
analogy, fact or detail)

• What is the topic or text you are writing 
about? 

• What is your opinion? 
• Why do you think this? 
• Can the reader tell what you think about the 

topic?  How?
• How did you introduce the piece?
• In the introduction did you hook the reader 

into caring about your opinion?
• How did you introduce your reasons?  
• What is the best way to group your 

information? 
• Does it support your purpose? 

b. Provide logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts and details. 

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

• Provide an appropriate variety of 
reasons

• Differentiate between relevant and 
irrelevant reasons

• Prioritize reasons 
• Choose the best reasons to convince 

the reader
• Elaborate on each reason
• Provide reasons that are supported by 

facts and details 
• Order reasons in a logical sequence
• Provide logically ordered reasons that 

are supported by facts and details 

• Relevant and irrelevant 
reasons/support

• Elaboration 

• How is this piece organized?
• What reasons did you give to support your 

opinion?
• Are there other reasons you could include?
• Are there any reasons here that don’t 

support your opinion?
• What else can you say about this reason?
• How did you support each reason?
• Why did you use this reason first? Or last?
• Does your piece have a logical flow/order? 
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Learning Progressions Grade 5 – Writing Standard 1

c.  Link opinion and reasons using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g. consequently, specifically ).

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

• Provide examples that connect to the 
reasons using linking words, phrases, 
clauses

• Determine linking words, phrases, and 
clauses that best connect the reasons

• Use linking words when stating a new 
point

• Use linking words when shifting from 
stating reasons to providing evidence

• Use phrases and clauses to link opinions 
and reasons

• Link opinion and reasons using words, 
phrases and clauses (e.g., consequently, 
specifically) 

• Linking words (e.g., consequently, 
specifically)

• Clauses, phrases 

• What linking words, phrases or clauses
would help make the best connections 
within your piece? 

• Why did you use a linking word here?
• Are the linking words, phrases, clauses

you have chosen the best ones? If not, 
which ones might fit your piece better? 

• Have you linked your reasons with 
words such as consequently and 
specifically? 

d. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented.

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

• Recognize closure techniques for creating
a concluding statement or section

• Determine a technique that helps the 
reader consider the key point(s) one  
more time

• Remind the reader of the stated opinion
• Reflect on opinion and highlight key 

points 
• Provide a concluding statement or 

section related to the opinion presented

• Concluding statement 
• Techniques for closure (e.g., 

reinforcement, quotation, personal 
story, question) 

• How did you close the piece?  
• What else could you try?
• How did you remind the reader of your 

opinion?
• How did you reflect on the opinion in 

the conclusion?
• How did you highlight key points in the 

conclusion?
• Does your concluding statement relate 

to the opinion stated in the 
introduction? 
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Writing Rubric Changes

Changes Then Now

Traits Reading/Research
Organization
Development
Lang./Conventions

Evidence/Elaboration
Organization/Purpos
e
Lang./Conventions

28

 Reading/Research & Development = Evidence/Elaboration

Weighting Reading/Research – 2
Organization – 2
Development – 3
Lang./Conventions - 1

Evidence/Elaboration – 
2
Organization/Purpose –
2
Lang/Conventions - 1Non-Scorable 

Responses
            -------- Added

PL Descriptors 1-4 Added:  Above, At, 
Approaching, Below

PL4 Approaching next 
grade level

At next grade level
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Opinion Mentor Texts
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Writing An Opinion
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Organizing Opinion Writing

Created by: Michelle Tomaszewski 
thecolorfulclassroom.blogspot.com



Organizing Opinion Writing
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Activity: Mentor Text Investigation

• Select a mentor text from the list of  recommended 
opinion titles or one you have used in the classroom

• Complete the Mentor Text Template to help you 
determine what characteristic of  opinion writing the 
mentor text would best support

• Complete a Gallery Walk of  completed 
    templates to get additional ideas
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Pre/Post Assessment: Opinion

Read aloud the articles Why Cats Make Better
Pets than Dogs and Why Dogs Make Good 
Pets. Then have students respond to the 
following prompt:

Which kind of  pet is best, a cat or a dog?

Source: achievethecore.org
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Opinion Sample
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Scoring Activity

With a partner, score the 5th grade response 
to this prompt using the DOE Opinion 
Writing Rubric.
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Characteristics of Informative Writing

• Informative writing ...
– conveys information accurately

– can include summaries and instructions

– is organized to include a clear structure 
(compare/contrast, cause/effect, 
problem/solution, sequence, and description)

– answers the questions of  why or how
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Anchor Standard 2: 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex 
ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective 
selection, organization, and analysis of content.

Kindergarten First Second Third Fourth Fifth
Use a 
combination of 
drawing, 
dictating, and 
writing to 
compose 
informative/expl
anatory texts in 
which they what 
they are writing 
about and 
supply some 
information 
about the topic.

Write 
informative/expl
anatory texts in 
which they 
name a topic, 
supply some 
facts about the 
topic, and 
provide some 
sense of 
closure.

Write 
informative/expla
natory texts in 
which they 
introduce a topic, 
use facts and 
definitions to 
develop points, 
and provide a 
concluding 
statement or 
section.

Write 
informative/explanato
ry texts to examine a  
topic and convey 
ideas and information 
clearly.
a. Introduce a topic 

and group related
information 
together; include 
illustrations when 
useful to aiding 
comprehension.

b. Develop the topic 
with facts, 
definitions, and 
details.

c. Use linking words 
and phrases to 
connect ideas 
within categories 
of information.

d. Provide a 
concluding 
statement or 
section.

Write informative/explanatory
texts to examine a  topic and
convey ideas and 
information clearly.
a. Introduce a topic clearly 

and group related 
information in paragraphs
and sections; include 
formatting,  illustrations, 
and multimedia  when 
useful to aiding 
comprehension.

b. Develop the topic with 
facts, definitions, 
concrete details, 
quotations, or other 
information and examples
related to the topic.

c. Link ideas within 
categories of information 
using words and phrases.

d. Use precise language 
and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform 
about or explain the 
topic.

e. Provide a concluding 
statement or section 
related to the information 
or explanation presented.

Write informative/explanatory
texts to examine a  topic and
convey ideas and 
information clearly.
a. Introduce a topic clearly, 

provide a general 
observation and focus,  
and group related 
information logically; 
include formatting,  
illustrations, and 
multimedia  when useful 
to aiding comprehension.

b. Develop the topic with 
facts, definitions, 
concrete details, 
quotations, or other 
information and examples
related to the topic.

c. Link ideas within and 
across categories of 
information using words, 
phrases, and clauses.

d. Use precise language 
and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform 
about or explain the 
topic.

e. Provide a concluding 
statement or section 
related to the information 
or explanation presented.
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Learning Progressions Grade 3 – Writing Standard 2

a.  Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when useful to aiding comprehension. 

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

 Identify a topic
 List information related to the topic
 Organize and group related information

together
  Identify & demonstrate an appropriate 

writing format
 Write a beginning statement that 

introduces topic and presents 
information

 Draw illustrations that relate to topic as
necessary

 Introduce a topic and group related 
information together; include 
illustrations when useful to aiding 
comprehension

 Purpose of Informative Writing
 Topic
 Organizational patterns (definition,

classification, 
comparison/contrast, and 
cause/effect)

 Awareness of audience
 Relevant information
 Irrelevant information 
 Text Features
 Awareness of paragraphs

- Explicitly taught in 4th grade

 What do want to tell the reader?  
What do you want the reader to 
learn?

 What is the appropriate writing 
format? 

 What do you already know about the 
topic?

 How can you turn your list into 
complete thoughts?

 Who is your intended reader?
 Who? What? Where? When? Why? 

How?
 Is there a different way to help your 

reader to better understand your 
topic? 

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details.

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

 Choose a source to research facts, 
definitions and details about the topic

 Identify information from the source
 Differentiate between relevant and 

irrelevant reasons
 Develop information using facts, 

definitions and details found in 
research

 Develop the topic with facts, 
definitions, and details

 Relevant reason
 Irrelevant reason
 Facts
 Definitions 
 Details

 

 Where could you find more facts 
about your topic? Where can you find
the meaning of words?

 Is this information important?  Does 
it relate to your topic?

 How can you put this information 
into your own words?
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Learning Progressions Grade 3 – Writing Standard 2

c. Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to connect ideas within categories of information. 

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

 Provide examples that connect to the 
information using linking words

 Determine linking words and phrases 
that best connect the information

 Use linking words and phrases (e.g., 
also, another, and, more, but) to connect 
ideas within categories of information 

 Linking words and phrases
 Topics 
 Category

 What linking words or phrases did 
you use to connect your information?

 How can you organize your 
information clearly? 

 Why did you use a linking word here?
 Have you connected your information

with linking words and phrases such 
as also, another, and more, but? 

d. Provide a concluding statement or section. 

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

 Recognize closure techniques for 
creating a concluding statement or 
section. 

 Provide a concluding statement or 
section

 Concluding statement or section
 

 What is the last thing you want to tell
the reader about your topic?
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Learning Progressions Grade 4 – Writing Standard 2

a. Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections; include formatting (e.g., headings), 
illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

 Identify a topic
 List information related to the topic
 Organize and group related information

together
 Identify & demonstrate an appropriate 

writing format
 Write a beginning statement that 

introduces topic and presents 
information

 Organize sentences into paragraphs
 Add formatting where appropriate 

(heading, bold print, italics, etc.)
 Draw illustrations and/or use media 

that relate to topic as necessary 
  Introduce a topic clearly and group 

related information in paragraphs and 
sections; include formatting (e.g., 
headings), illustrations, and multimedia
when useful to aiding comprehension.

 Topic
 Organizational patterns (definition,

classification, 
comparison/contrast, and 
cause/effect)

 Awareness of audience
 Relevant information
 Irrelevant information
 Formatting 

 What do you want the reader to 
learn?

 What do you already know about 
your topic?

 How can you develop your list into 
complete thoughts?

 How are you going to present your 
information?  Who is the intended 
reader?

 Who? What? Where? When? Why? 
How?

 Are there groups of sentences you 
can place together?

 Can you share your information any 
other way?
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Learning Progressions Grade 4 – Writing Standard 2

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic. 

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

 Choose a source to research facts, 
definitions and details about the topic

 Identify information from the source
 Differentiate between relevant and irrelevant 

reasons
 Construct sentences from researched 

information that support the topic
 Quote information from the source
 Develop the topic with information gathered 

from sources
 Develop the topic with facts, definitions, 

concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples related to the 
topic

 Facts
 Definitions
 Topic
 Details
 Sources
 Relevant reasons
 Irrelevant reasons 
 Quotation

 Where could you find more facts 
about your topic?  Where could you 
find word meanings?

 Is this important information?  Does 
it have to do with your topic?

 How can you re-write this information
into your own words?

 How does this information fit into 
your writing piece?  Where does this 
information fit into your writing 
piece?

c. Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g., another, for example, also, because). 

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

 Provide examples that connect to the topic
 Use linking words and phrases to connect 

topic and ideas ( another, also, and, but)
 Use linking words and phrases to connect 

topic and ideas and categorize information
 Use linking/ transition words and phrases to

connect ideas within categories
 Link ideas within categories of information 

using words and phrases (e.g. another, for 
example, also, because)

 Linking words
 Phrases
 Categorize information 
 Transition words

 What are some concrete examples 
of…?

 Do you have similar ideas that you 
can combine together?

 Can you combine groups of ideas 
with other groups of ideas?
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Learning Progressions Grade 4 – Writing Standard 2

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

 Identify vocabulary specific to the topic
 Use specific relevant vocabulary to inform or

explain topic
 Use vivid verbs and precise nouns to inform 

or explain topic
 Use precise language and domain-specific 

vocabulary to inform about or explain the 
topic

 Vivid verbs
 Precise nouns

 Are there any new words in this 
source that relate to your topic?

 How can you use this word/phrase to
tell about your topic?

 Can you think of a verb that would 
grab the reader’s attention? Can you 
think of a noun that specifically 
states who or what you are writing 
about? 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented. 

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

 Recognize closure techniques for creating a 
concluding statement or section 

 Write a statement or section that consists of 
multiple sentences that provide a conclusion
related to information and topic

 Provide a concluding statement or section 
related to the information or explanation as 
presented

 Concluding statement or 
section

 

 

 

 

 What is the last statement you want 
to write about your topic?

 Does your statement relate to the 
information in your writing piece?
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Learning Progressions Grade 5 – Writing Standard 2

a. Introduce a topic clearly, provide a general observation and focus, and group related information logically; include formatting 
(e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

 Identify a topic
 List information related to the topic
 Group information logically
 Decide on text structure
 Write a beginning statement that 

introduces topic and presents 
information

 Engage the reader with an introduction 
that presents the topic and focus

 Organize sentences into paragraphs
 Organize information with various 

formatting (headings)
 Draw illustrations and/or use media 

that relates to topic when useful
 Introduce a topic clearly, provide a 

general observation and focus, and 
group related information logically; 
include formatting (e.g., headings), 
illustrations, and multimedia when 
useful to aiding comprehension

 Topic
 Awareness of audience
 Primary sources (first-hand)
 Secondary sources (second-hand)
 Relevant information 
 Text Features
 Text structure/patterns of 

organization (e.g., chronology, 
comparison, cause/effect, 
problem/solution)

 What do you want the reader to 
learn?

 What do you already know about 
your topic?

 How can you develop your list into 
complete thoughts? Are you able to 
group them together?

 How are you going to present your 
information?  Who is the intended 
reader?

 Who? What? Where? When? Why? 
How?

 Are there groups of sentences you 
can place together?

 Can you show your information any 
other way?
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Learning Progressions Grade 5 – Writing Standard 2

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic. 

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

 Choose a source to research facts, definitions 
and details about the topic

 Identify and analyze information from the 
source

 Differentiating between relevant and irrelevant 
reasons

 Construct sentences from researched 
information that support the topic

 Develop the topic with information gathered 
from sources

 Develop the topic with facts, definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples related to the topic

 Sources
 

 Where could you find more facts 
about your topic?  Where could you 
find word meanings?

 Is this important information?  Does 
it have to do with your topic? Are you
able to learn any facts from this 
information?

 How can you re-write this information
into your own words?

 How does this information fit into 
your writing piece?  Where does this 
information fit into your writing 
piece?

c. Link ideas within and across categories of information using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., in contrast, especially). 

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

 Provide examples that connect to the topic
 Determine linking words, phrases, and clauses

that best connect information
 Use linking words and phrases to connect 

information and ideas (in contrast, especially)
 Use linking words and phrases to connect 

information and ideas and categorize 
information

 Use linking/transition words and phrases to 
connect ideas across categories

 Link ideas within and across categories of 
information using words, phrases, and clauses
(e.g., in contrast, especially).

 Linking/transition words 
and phrases

 

 What are some concrete examples 
of…?

 Do you have similar ideas that you 
can combine together?

 Can you combine groups of ideas 
with other groups of ideas?

 What word/phrase could you use to 
connect different categories of 
information?
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Learning Progressions Grade 5 – Writing Standard 2

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

 Identify vocabulary specific to the topic
 Use specific relevant vocabulary to inform or

explain topic
 Use vivid verbs and precise nouns to inform 

or explain topic
 Use graphics to inform about or explain the 

topic
 Use precise language and domain-specific 

vocabulary to inform about or explain the 
topic

 Relevant vocabulary
 Vivid verbs
 Precise nouns
 Graphics 

 Are there any new words in this 
source that relate to your topic?

 How can you use this word/phrase to
tell about your topic?

 Can you think of a verb that would 
grab the reader’s attention? Can you 
think of a noun that specifically 
states who or what you are writing 
about?

e. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented. 

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

 Write a statement or section that consists of 
multiple sentences that provide a conclusion
related to information

 Write an effective conclusion that moves 
beyond summarization 

 Provide a concluding statement or section 
related to the information or explanation 
presented.

 Concluding statement or 
section

 

 What is the last statement you want 
to write about your topic?

 Does your statement relate to the 
information in your writing piece?

 Does your closing just summarize 
information?  Or does your 
conclusion leave the reader with 
ideas to consider?
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Using Nonfiction and Fiction Texts to 
Produce Informative Writing Pieces

Nonfiction
• It is important to understand the 

purpose for which we are writing 
and then to select a text type 
match our goals.

• Identify features in a non-fiction 
text (communicative features; 
graphs diagrams and attention 
features; titles, bold print).

http://www.readingrockets.org/sites/default/files
/TeachingNonfictionWriting.pdf

Fiction
• Avoid the obvious (in other words, it 

won’t argue a conclusion that most 
readers could reach on their own from 
a general knowledge of  the story).

• Support its main points with strong 
evidence from the story.

• Use careful reasoning to explain how 
that evidence relates to the main points
of  the interpretation.

 (The Writing Center, University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill)
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Mentor Texts
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Organizing Informative Writing

 RAN chart
Teacherspayteachers.com

 Research Notebook

 Research Folder

 Webbs
Explorations in Non-Fiction
Writing
Tony Stead  Linda Hoyt
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Pre/Post Assessment: Informative

Show the video The Adventures of EcoRilla 
and discuss why it is important to save 
water.  Then read aloud the article Save our 
Water! and have students respond to the 
following prompt:

What can you do to save water?

Source: achievethecore.org 
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Informative Sample
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Scoring Activity

With a partner, score the 3rd grade response to 
this prompt using the DOE Informative Writing 
Rubric.
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Characteristics of Narrative Writing

65

Uses a setting, characters, circumstances or 
events, a plot, and a point of  view to present 
and tell a story. (Thorough description of these 
elements is a key factor).

May employ strategies such as flashback, 
foreshadowing, dialogue, tension, or suspense 
to develop the story

Includes a beginning, middle, and end and 
these sections are usually (but not always) 
presented chronologically.



Anchor Standard 3: 
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details and well-structured event 
sequences.

Kindergarten First Second Third Fourth Fifth

Use a 
combination of 
drawing, 
dictating, and 
writing to narrate 
a single event or 
several loosely 
linked events, tell 
about the events 
in the order in 
which they 
occurred, and 
provide a 
reaction to what 
happened.

Write narratives in 
which they 
recount two or 
more 
appropriately 
sequenced 
events, include 
some details 
regarding what 
happened, use 
temporal words to
signal event 
order, and 
provide some 
sense of closure.

Write narratives 
in which they 
recount a well-
elaborated 
event or short 
sequence of 
events, include 
details to 
describe 
actions, 
thoughts, and 
feelings, use 
temporal words 
to signal event 
order, and 
provide a sense 
of closure.

Write narratives to 
develop real or 
imagined experiences 
or events using effective
technique, descriptive 
details, and clear event 
sequences.
a. Establish a situation 

and introduce a 
narrator and/or 
characters; organize
an event sequence 
that unfolds 
naturally.

b. Use dialogue and 
descriptions of 
actions, thoughts, 
and feelings to 
develop 
experiences and 
events or show the 
response of 
characters to 
situations.

c. Use temporal words 
and phrases to 
signal event order.

d. Provide a sense of 
closure.

Write narratives to develop 
real or imagined 
experiences or events using 
effective technique, 
descriptive details, and 
clear event sequences.
a. Orient the reader by 

establishing a situation 
and introducing a 
narrator and/or 
characters; organize an 
event sequence that 
unfolds naturally.

b. Use dialogue and 
descriptions to develop 
experiences and events 
or show the responses of
characters to situations.

c. Use a variety of 
transitional words and 
phrases to manage the 
sequence of events.

d. Use concrete words and
phrases and sensory 
details to convey 
experiences and events 
precisely.

e. Provide a conclusion 
that follows from the 
narrated experiences or 
events.

Write narratives to develop 
real or imagined 
experiences or events using 
effective technique, 
descriptive details, and clear
event sequences.
a. Orient the reader by 

establishing a situation 
and introducing a 
narrator and/or 
characters; organize an 
event sequence that 
unfolds naturally.

b. Use narrative techniques,
such as dialogue,  
description, and pacing, 
to develop experiences 
and events or show the 
responses of characters 
to situations.

c. Use a variety of 
transitional words, 
phrases, and clauses to 
manage the sequence 
of events.

d. Use concrete words and 
phrases and sensory 
details to convey 
experiences and events 
precisely.

e. Provide a conclusion 
that follows from the 
narrated experiences or 
events.66



Learning Progressions Grade 3 – Writing Standard 3

a. Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. 

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

 Establish a situation 
(event/experience/topic)

 Introduce a narrator and/or characters
 Organize details that connect one event to 

another (event sequence)
 Establish a situation and introduce a 

narrator and/or characters; organize an 
event sequence that unfolds naturally

 Narrative
 Topic
 Characters 
 Setting
 Narrator
 Event 
 Event sequence and 

organizational patterns
 Relevant Details

 How did you establish the situation?
 What is the setting? Why is it 

important? 
 Who is telling the story?
 Who are the characters in the piece? 

How did you introduce them?
 How did you organize details to 

create an event sequence? 

b. Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences and events or show the response of 
characters to situations. 

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

 Use details to describe people, places, or 
things

 Select an important event and elaborate on 
it one step at a time

 Use dialogue of the characters to move story
along

 Use dialogue to show how characters 
respond to or feel about situations

 Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, 
thoughts, and feelings to develop 
experiences and events or show the 
response of characters to situations

 Develop
 Dialogue
 Elaboration
 Relevant details
 Responses (Actions, 

thoughts, feelings)
 

 Have you described the people, 
places, and things in your story? 

 What details did you use? 
 How did your character respond or 

feel about the situation? 
 Did you use dialogue to develop the 

events? 
 How did you use dialogue to show 

characters’ thoughts or feelings?
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Learning Progressions Grade 3 – Writing Standard 3

c. Use temporal words and phrases to signal event order.

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

 Use temporal words (after, before) to create a
sequence to the story

 Use phrases such as a little later and after 
that to create a sequence to the story

 Use temporal words and phrases to signal 
event order

 Temporal words and phrases 
 Event order

 What words or phrases did you use 
to show event order?

 Are the events in the story organized 
in order? 

d. Provide a sense of closure. 

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

 Provide a sense of closure through a 
character’s actions or words that indicates 
their growth

 Provide a sense of closure

 Closure  How did you close the piece?
 Does it make sense to the reader? 
 Why did you include (teacher names 

a specific action, dialogue, or feeling)
in your conclusion?
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Learning Progressions Grade 4 – Writing Standard 3

a. Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that 
unfolds naturally. 

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

 Establish a situation 
(event/experience/topic) 

 Orient the reader by establishing a narrator 
and/or characters

 Organize an event sequence that establishes
a plot

 Orient the reader by establishing a situation 
and introducing a narrator and/or 
characters; organize an event sequence that 
unfolds naturally

 Narrative
 Topic
 Event(s) 
 Characters 
 Narrator
 Awareness of audience
 Relevant details
 Sequence 
 Plot

 
 
 

 Is what you are telling a real or 
imagined event?  

 How did you orient your reader to 
your topic? 

 How did you sequence the events to 
create the plot?

 How did you sequence the events?
 Who is telling the story?
 Who are the characters in the piece? 

How did you introduce them?

b. Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show the responses of characters to situations. 

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

 Use details to describe people, places, or 
things

 Use dialogue to move story along
 Use dialogue to show how characters 

respond to or feel about situations
 Use dialogue and description to develop 

experiences and events or show the 
responses of characters to situations

 Develop
 Dialogue
 Description
 Responses (actions, thoughts

and feelings)
 

 How did you use description to 
develop events?

 Have you described the people, 
places, and things in your story? 

 How did your character respond or 
feel about the situation? 

 How did you use dialogue to develop 
events?

 How did you use dialogue to show 
characters’ thoughts or feelings?
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Learning Progressions Grade 4 – Writing Standard 3

c. Use a variety of transitional words and phrases to manage the sequence of events. 

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

 Show passage of time with words and 
phrases that mark time (just then, suddenly, 
after a little while a little later)

 Use transitional words and phrases to 
organize events in a sequence

 Use a variety of transitional words and 
phrases to manage the sequence of events

 Transitional words and 
phrases 

 

 

 What words or phrases did you use to show 
event order?

 How does the sequence of events affect the 
plot? 

 Have you used words and/or phrases to help 
the reader understand the order of events?

d. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events precisely. 

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

 Use concrete words and phrases (things you
can see, hear, touch, taste and smell) to 
precisely convey events and experiences

 Use sensory details (descriptive details that 
use the five senses) to precisely convey 
events and experiences

 Use concrete words and phrases and 
sensory details to convey experiences and 
events precisely

 Concrete words
 Sensory language

 What words did you use to create a picture in 
the reader’s mind?

 Is that the best word or phrase to help your 
reader visualize what is happening? 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

 Provide a sense of closure through a 
character’s actions or words that indicates 
their growth

 Provide a conclusion that follows from the 
narrated experiences or events

 Conclusion
 Characterization
 

 

 How did you close the piece?
 What did the character (do, say, realize) at the 

end?
 Why did you talk about (teacher names a 

specific action, dialogue, or feeling) in your 
conclusion?

 How did you connect the ending back to 
another part of the story?  Why did you do this?
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Learning Progressions Grade 5 – Writing Standard 3

a. Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that 
unfolds naturally. 

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

 Establish a situation 
(event/experience/topic) 

 Orient the reader by establishing a narrator 
and/or characters

 Organize an event sequence that establishes
a plot

 Orient the reader by establishing a situation 
and introducing a narrator and/or 
characters; organize an event sequence that 
unfolds naturally.

 Narrative
 Topic
 Event(s) 
 Characters 
 Narrator
 Awareness of audience
 Relevant details
 Sequence 
 Plot

 

 Is what you are telling a real or 
imagined event?  

 How did you orient your reader to 
your topic? 

 How did you sequence the events to 
create the plot?

 How did you sequence the events?
 Who is telling the story?
 Who are the characters in the piece? 

How did you introduce them?

b.  Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, description, and pacing, to develop experiences and events or show the responses 
of characters to situations. 

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

 Use details to describe people, places, or 
things

 Use dialogue to move story along
 Use dialogue to show how characters 

respond to or feel about situations
 Adjust pacing to speed up or slow down the 

story
 Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, 

description, and pacing, to develop 
experiences and events or show the 
responses of characters to situations

 Develop
 Dialogue
 Pacing
 Description
 Responses (actions, thoughts

and feelings)

 Have you described the people, 
places, and things in your story? 

 How did you use dialogue to develop 
events?

 How did you use dialogue to show 
characters’ thoughts or feelings?

 Show me an example in your writing 
of how you slowed the pacing.

 Show me an example in your writing 
of how you made the pacing quicken.

 Find a few short sentences or 
fragments.  What effects do these 
create?

 Find a few long sentences.  What 
effect do these create
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Learning Progressions Grade 5 – Writing Standard 3

c.  Use a variety of transitional words, phrases, and clauses to manage the sequence of events. 

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

 Use transitional words, phrases and clauses 
to organize events in a sequence

 Show the transition of time in a variety of 
ways 
o (things happening at same time – 

meanwhile, at the same time, early that 
morning, three hours later)

 Use a variety of transitional words, phrases, 
and clauses to manage the sequence of 
events

 Transitional words,  
phrases and clauses 

 What words, phrases, or clauses did you use to 
show event order?

 How does the sequence of events affect the plot? 
 Have you used words, phrases and/or clauses to 

help the reader understand the order of events? 

d. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events precisely. 

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

 Use concrete words and phrases (things you 
can see, hear, touch, taste and smell) to 
precisely convey events and experiences

 Use sensory details (descriptive details that 
use the five senses) to precisely convey 
events and experiences

 Use concrete words and phrases and 
sensory details to convey experiences and 
events precisely

 Concrete words
 Sensory language

 What words did you use to create a picture in the 
reader’s mind?

 Is that the best word or phrase to help your 
reader visualize what is happening? 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 

Progression to Mastery Key Concepts Guiding Prompts

 Provide a sense of closure through a 
character’s actions or words that indicates 
their growth

 Provide a conclusion that follows from the 
narrated experiences or events

 Conclusion
 Characterization
 

 

 How did you close the piece?
 What did the character (do, say, realize) at the 

end?
 Why did you talk about (teacher names a specific 

action, dialogue, or feeling) in your conclusion?
 How did you connect the ending back to another 

part of the story?  Why did you do this?
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Narrative Mentor Texts



Organizing Narrative Writing
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Pre/Post Assessment: Narrative

Show the vintage picture of  a cat with 
hounds and allow students to discuss what 
might be happening in the picture. Then 
have students respond to the following 
prompt:

Write a story to go with this picture.  Your 
story may be realistic or imaginative.

Source: achievethecore.org
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Narrative Sample
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Scoring Activity

With a partner, score the 4th grade response to 
this prompt using the DOE Narrative Writing 
Rubric.

Source: achievethecore.org
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Writing Across the Curriculum
Writing-to-Learn 
• Strategies that teachers employ 

throughout and/or at the end of  a 
lesson to engage students and 
develop big ideas and concepts 

• Fosters critical thinking and learning.
• Impromptu, short/informal writing 

tasks designed by the teacher and 
included throughout the lesson to 
help students think through key 
concepts and ideas. 

• Attention is focused on ideas rather 
than correctness of  style, grammar 
or spelling. It is less structured than 
disciplinary writing.  

Writing-to-Demonstrate-Knowledge 
• Assignment that teachers employ 

when they assign reports, essays, 
persuasive writing letters and 
papers, and research papers.

• Students show what they have 
learned by synthesizing information
and explaining their understanding 
of  concepts and ideas. 

• Students write for an audience with 
a specific purpose. 

• Products may apply knowledge in 
new ways or academic structures 
for research and/or formal writing.
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Writing Across the Curriculum

Strategies 
• GIST (Generating Interactions between Schemata and Texts) 

• Summarizing text 
• RAFT (Role, Audience, Format, topic) 

• List, group, label 
• Note taking, Marginal notes, Journaling 
• Quick Write, Essay, Report
• Thinking map
• Compare/Contrast
• Concept definition map
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Gradual Release of Responsibility
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Stages of Writing Development

• Students instructed at a level that is 
above their current stage of   
development will struggle with the task.

• When designing writing lessons, 
remember to keep the learning 
continuum and the developmental 
stage of  your students in mind.   
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Writing Accommodations 

• Build upon students’ strengths, interests, and 
needs

• Build in time every day for review of  important 
concepts

• Make tasks meaningful
• Use symbols/signals to help students follow 

directions, i.e., arrow to continue, stop sign to 
stop 

• Chunk/highlight key passages using markers 
or highlighting tape

• Use clear overlays that won’t ruin the book
• Allow students to dictate their stories into a 

tape recorder
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Students with Disabilities (SWD)

For students with disabilities to be successful they will need:
• Supports and related services to address their unique educational needs
• An IEP to help them build skills to access the general education curriculum
• High quality, evidence based, individualized instruction

Teacher should:
• Be familiar with Standards and decide if  student needs to master whole or 

part of  the standard
• Analyze test results and determine student’s Present Level of  Performance 

(PLEP) and determine how far off  grade level the student is working
• Define the student in terms that translate directly into instructional 

intervention

Lessons designed with the Universal Design of  Learning Principles will allow the student 
the most access to grade level standards with minimal to no barriers.
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Activity

Divide table group in half.

Group A read Recommendations 1 and 2 
and concluding statement.
Group B read Recommendations 3 and 4 
and concluding statement.

Each group share what you learned with 
your table.
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Writing Lesson Resources and Modeling
Resources

Creative Writing Teacher Resources (Grades K-12) - TeacherVision.com

Achievethecore.org :: Home

The Reading & Writing Project – Home

Write Alouds - ReadWriteThink
• www.readwritethink.org › Professional Development › Strategy Guides

Shared Writing - ReadWriteThink
• www.readwritethink.org › Professional Development › Strategy Guides
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English Language Learners

A single approach to writing will not meet the needs of all students.

• 2007-2008  10.6% of  public school enrollment were English Language 
Learner students (5.3 million students)

Quality instruction has the greatest effect on achievement for these students.
• Explicit vocabulary instruction
• Cooperative learning groups
• Small group tutoring

Achievement data should drive all instruction, scheduling, and intervention.
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Instructional, Implementation and 
General Resources 

• Application of  the CCSS for Students with Disabilities from the 
Common Core State Standards Initiative: 
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/application-to-students-with-
disabilities.pdf 

• The IDEA Partnership’s collection of  tools and resources on the 
Common Core and assessments: 
www.ideapartnership.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article
&id=1522&Itemid=151 

• http://www.leadered.com/pdf/Special%20Ed%20&%20CCSS%20whit
e%20paper.pdf 

• ASCD webinar and related materials on Common Core State Standards: 
Where Does Differentiation Fit? http://www.ascd.org/professional-
development/webinars/tomlinson-and-britt-webinar.aspx 
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Group Work

In a group of  2 to 3 divide and 
read the article: Effective Instruction 
for English Language .

Write a summary and share out a 
strategy for effectively instructing ELL 
students. 
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ELL Proficiency Levels

• http://languagemagazine.com/
?page_id=31244  Calderon 
whole school approach to ELL 
and CCSS

• http://widaatwcer.blogspot.com
/2012/10/understanding-
proficiency-levels-using.html

• http://www.learnalberta.ca/con
tent/eslapb/video.html#20    
potential videos for ELL
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Exit Ticket

Complete the 3-2-1 Exit Ticket on your 
own.  Then share with your table mates 
how you will use this new information.
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