American Feminist Literature

Written for 10th or 11th Grade ELA

Glancing through even the most contemporary of American literature textbooks, one can plainly see a dearth of feminist literature.  While diverse populations and cultures have been routinely celebrated in high school English classrooms, women writers have often been neglected and ignored.  This unit hopes to bring the writings of feminist writers at the turn of the century (1880-1920) to the forefront of high school English curriculum.  Simultaneously, the Common Core standards have been driving all teachers (not just English) to teach argumentative writing and include more informational texts (primary sources, essays, speeches, etc.) into the curriculum.  This unit attempts to accomplish these tasks as well.   Students are given several primary source documents and asked to synthesize the material to draw conclusions and make argumentative claims. At the same time, the students are exposed to accessible, yet complex, pieces of quality feminist literature that will challenge and stimulate their intellectual capabilities.  This unit is broken into 3 major parts: 1) synthesis of turn-of-the century primary source documents 2) literary analysis of feminist literature 3) writing about modern women in a transfer task that forces the students to apply the skills they have learned.  The goal of this unit is to have students read primary source documents, informational texts, and short stories in order to gain a full perspective of the given time period, and create an effective, well-supported argumentative essay.   
Access the teachers’ voice thread link below to hear more about the teachers’ experience creating and teaching this highly scaffolded unit.  http://voicethread.com/share/3186615/
Access the following to download the unit itself - LINK
Toni Zajaczkowski & Ryan Buchanan, Smyrna School District

Denise Speicher & Nancy Clayton, Delmar School District
