
River Ridge High School
         Class of 2021

   Getting Ready for Senior Year



Your Future: Adapting to Change

 RESEARCH!

 PLAN A, PLAN B, PLAN C

 Plans can and will change

 Be flexible!

 This presentation is based on what we know TODAY 



Senior Year is all about staying connected !



Mrs. Peterson is updating her webpage-stay tuned!



        Which Pathway Is Right For Me?

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION

WORKPLACE

AS OR AA
DEGREE

TECHNICAL
TRAINING

MILITARY

BA OR BS 
DEGREE



What if I don’t know what I want to do?

                     Step 1- Explore! 
                                          www. Floridashines.org

 Interest Inventories and Values Assessments

 Identify Career Pathways 

 Education you need for these careers

 College Majors for these pathways

 Colleges that offer these majors



Associate of Arts Degree

 State Colleges

 Designed for transfer to a four year college or university

 2+2 plan 

 SUS admissions criteria change when you transfer with an AA!

 More affordable

 Always plan with the end in mind!

 Don’t apply until second semester.



Technical Training

 Many of the fastest growing occupations in Florida require a postsecondary 
vocational certificate or associate degree (A.S.). Examples of these careers 
include the following: 

 Medical Assistants

 Web Developers

 Electricians

 Sonographers

 Industrial Machinery Mechanics

 Brick/Block Masons

 Software Developers

Source:  Florida Department of Economic Opportunity, www.floridajobs.org



Where to Get Technical Training

 Marchman Technical College

 Pasco Hernando State College

 Hillsborough Community College

 St Petersburg College

 Rasmussen College

 And more. . . . . . 

http://www.rwm.org/florida-trade-schools/



Bachelor’s Degree BA and/or BS
 Competitive admissions in SUS

 There is more than one way to get to your top pick university!

 Refer to SUS Admissions Matrix for requirements, deadlines etc.

 Applications differ from school to school (Institutional, Common, Coalition)

 Average $17,000-20,000 per year for tuition, room and board

 Private schools and out of state schools will be more-amount varies.

 Choose a school for the right reasons!



SUS Matrix
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Military

 Great option for many students

 Each branch has their own qualifications

 Must take the ASVAB (We hope to offer an October testing-stay tuned)

 Be SURE you understand what your score means for jobs available 

to you!

 Can take college classes during time serving

 For more information meet with a recruiter



Going straight to work?
Some things to consider:

• Resume

• Proficiency Testing

• Your references

• Interviewing practice

• On the job training

• Background checks?

• Drug tests?

• Do your research!



Financial Matters
 Financial Aid Night Workshop: Stay tuned for upcoming date.

 It all starts with the FAFSA!  Application opens October 1st

 Grants

 Loans

 Private Savings Plans (Florida Prepaid) and out of pocket

 Scholarships

Bright Futures

Merit Institutional based on GPA, tests, athletics, leadership, service etc.

Local that are advertised on district and/or school website

Scholarship Search Engines-Fastweb, Collegeboard, Next Magazine

Athletic



 Application opens 10/1/2020

 You DON’T need to wait to meet qualifications-Register as soon as it opens!

 Top Tier (FAS)  100% full tuition and fees and $300 for books each semester

 FMS 75% of tuition and fees, no book stipend

 GSV and Gold Seal Cape-$39-$48*  per credit hour in vocational program.

 Go to www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org for more detailed information

 FFAA and  FAFSA-What is the difference?

• This information is based on current information and subject to change based on legislative   

decisions.  Look for 2020-2021 Handbook on website.



Community Service

 Required for Bright Futures and some other scholarships, but
NOT for graduation.

 See BF website for qualifying organizations and opportunities
for hours.

 Check your hours to be sure you have everything in the 
system NOW, not the last quarter before graduation!

(Learn from the Class of 2020-you never know what will happen!)



August-October Priorities
 RESEARCH

 Check out the colleges and universities that interest you through their VIRTUAL TOURS

 APPLY EARLY

 Create an Academic Resume

 Write College Essays

 Complete SSAR (if required)

 Send Transcripts (ONLY if required)

 Begin scholarship searches and application

 Attend College Night @ PHSC-West Campus: Date TBD

 Take SAT/ACT tests early in FALL if needed  for competitive application and/or Bright Futures

 Complete FAFSA- Opens October 1st,  and attend Financial Aid Workshop at RRHS- date TBD

  Apply for Bright Futures-Opens October 1st

 Work hard in all your classes-senior year grades are very important!

 Make sure you have all graduation requirements including passing state tests!



Resources
 www.fldoe.org   Florida Department of Education

 www.floridastudents.org  Educational Resources

  www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org  Bright Futures

 https://fafsa.ed.gov/   FAFSA

 www.collegeboard.org  SAT Testing

 www.act.org  ACT Testing

 www.floridastudentsachieve.org  All grade level info for parents

 www.floridashines.org  Career and College Exploration

 www.findmycollegemajor.org  Career and Major Exploration

 http://www.bls.gov  Job outlooks, Florida statistics by occupation

 www.FloridaNEXT.com  College Planning and Scholarships Magazine

 www.fastweb.com  Scholarship search  (only one option of many)

 https://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/college-application

https://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/college-application


Questions? Below is my contact 
information.

lapeters@pasco.k12.fl.us

My office is located in the Media Center, behind the circulation desk.

My Google voice number is (727) 859-7457

mailto:lapeters@pasco.k12.fl.us

