
A partnership to assist ALL Georgia 
students with “educational and career 
planning”



Strategic Goal 1





“Expand Your 
Opportunities” with 

Gacollege411—the primary 
tool for education and 

career planning!





Where Do Counselors Fit?

Goal 1: Increase HS graduation rate, decrease HS 
dropout rate, and increase post-secondary 
enrollment rate.

Goal 3: Improve workforce readiness skills.
Goal 5: Improve SAT, ACT, and achievement scores of 

Georgia students.



ASCA National Model

• Helps to determine student achievement outcomes.
• Encourages equitable access to school counseling 

services for all students.
• Bridge Bill provides for counseling and advisement 

for all middle and high school students.
• Bridge Bill helps to improve graduation rates and 

career outcomes.



National Standards

• Academic Development. ( Bridge Bill)
• Career Development. (Bridge Bill)
• Personal/Social Development. (Bridge Bill)



The Perfect STORM
Perkins IV Legislation
New Graduation Rule
BRIDGE Bill



National Legislation/Perkins 
IV/National Trend







Resources, materials, and tools:

• New Graduation Rule at 
http://www.gadoe.org/ci_services.aspx 

http://www.gadoe.org/ci_services.aspx




BRIDGE Bill

Purpose:
• Develop programs to improve graduation rates
• Improve the preparedness of students for 

postsecondary education and careers
• Provide a process for the development of a student 

individual graduation plan



• (c) Beginning with the 2010-2011 school year, students in 
the sixth, seventh, and eighth grades shall be provided 
counseling, advisement, career awareness, career 
interest inventories, and information to assist them in 
evaluating their academic skills and career interests. 
Before the end of the second semester of the eighth 
grade, students shall develop an individual graduation 
plan in consultation with their parents, guardians, or 
individuals appointed by the parents or guardians to 
serve as their designee. High school students shall be 
provided guidance, advisement, and counseling annually
that will enable them to successfully complete their 
individual graduation plans, preparing them for a 
seamless transition to postsecondary study, further 
training, or employment. 

Counseling & Advisement



• (1) Include rigorous academic core subjects and focused 
course work in mathematics and science or in humanities, 
fine arts, and foreign language or sequenced career pathway
course work;

• (2) Incorporate provisions of a student's Individualized 
Education Program (IEP), where applicable;

• (3) Align educational and broad career goals and a student's 
course of study;

An individual graduation plan shall:



• (4) Be based on the student's selected academic and career 
focus area as approved by the student's parent or guardian;

• (5) Include experience based, career oriented learning 
experiences which may include, but not be limited to, 
internships, apprenticeships, mentoring, co-op education, 
and service learning;

• (6) Include opportunities for postsecondary studies through 
articulation, dual enrollment, and joint enrollment;



• (7) Be flexible to allow change in the course of study but be 
sufficiently structured to meet graduation requirements and
qualify the student for admission to postsecondary 
education; and

• (8) Be approved by the student and the student's parent or 
guardian with guidance from the student's school counselor 
or teacher adviser.



Conclusion

An individual graduation plan shall be reviewed 
annually, and revised, if appropriate, upon approval 
by the student and the student's parent or guardian
with guidance from the student's school counselor 
or teacher adviser. An individual graduation plan 
may be changed at any time throughout a student's
high school career upon approval. 



Georgia’s 11 Program Concentrations
Represent a grouping of occupations 

according to common knowledge and
skills for the purpose of organizing 
educational programs and curricula





Career Pathway

Is a coherent, articulated sequence of rigorous 
academic and career/technical courses, usually
beginning in the 9th grade and leading to a 
diploma, associate degree, baccalaureate 
degree and beyond.  









Who Am I?

CAREER PLANNING
•Interest Profiler (grades 7)
•Career Cluster Survey (grades 6)
•Basic Skills Survey (grades 9-12)
•Transferable Skills Checklist (grades 9-12)
•Work Values Sorter (grades 8)
•The Career Key (grades 9-12)
ASVAB (10th and above)
PSAT (9-12 in some systems)



Where Am I Going?

CAREER PLANNING
•Explore Careers by title, tools, or browse by 
Georgia’s Program Concentrations or Peach 
State Pathways
•Career Centers in middle and high schools
•Work-Based Learning Program (WBL)
•TAA/Counselor Advisement Program



How Am I Going To Get There?

HIGH SCHOOL PLANNING
COLLEGE PLANNING
FINANCIAL AID PLANNING

PORTFOLIO to manage the planning



GaDOE tools, 
materials and 
resources:
•Teachers-As-
Advisor Activities
•GaDOE 411 
Manual
•PowerPoints
•Videos
 



CACG Materials and Resources

•4 Videos
Making the Georgia 
Connection
Keep On Going
College Credit Now
Financial Aid











Jackie Melendez, CTAE 
Division
jmelende@doe.k12.ga.us
Professional School 
Counselors
Advisement

Vivian Snyder, CTAE 
Division
vsnyder@doe.k12.ga.us
Career Development
GAcollege411
Teachers-As-Advisors

Questions and/or Comments:

mailto:jmelende@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:vsnyder@doe.k12.ga.us

