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GaDOE Strategic Plan



Assessment Division Goal

We will provide well-designed 
assessments, aligned to the 

curriculum, with timely delivery 
of useful results.
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Assessment Updates

• The duration of the testing windows for 2010-
2011 are being reviewed and will be tightened

• CRCT – 6th and 7th grade Social Studies will 
receive scores in 2010

• GHSGT 
– Social Studies – GPS based form will be 

administered in Spring 2010
–Mathematics – items being field tested in the 

EOCT for 2011 Mathematics portion of GHSGT
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Assessment Updates

• Alternate Assessment based on Modified 
Achievement Standards (2% test for qualified 
students with IEPs) 
– Development is continuing
– Upcoming informational sessions - TBA

• GHSGT AYP calculations
– Beginning discussions with US ED to calculate 

using first-time test takers as opposed to first-time
grade 11 test takers
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EOCT - Mathematics I and II

• Standards will be set this year – results for 
Winter administration will be delayed 
– Standard setting will occur in January 2010
– Scores available end of January 2010

• 2008-2009 administrations considered field 
test
–Mathematics I items released with reports at 

state, system, and school levels
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EOCT – Mathematics I and II

2009-2010 will be operational
– 62 items (54 operational and 8 field test) 
–Weighting remains the same
• Algebra35%
• Geometry35%
• Data Analysis and Probability30%

Kathy Cox, State Superintendent of Schools
“We will lead the nation in improving student achievement.”

8



Assessment Updates

• Secondary Redesign
– Conversation continues regarding the move 

toward EOCTs and phasing out GHSGT

• GAA development for high school students to 
include courses assessed by EOCTs.
– Access courses in core content are required for 

graduation for students with significant cognitive 
disabilities
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Assessment Updates

• NAEP Writing pilot assessment will occur during 2010.  This 
pilot will be computerized for 8th and 12th graders; paper and
pencil still for 4th graders.

• Link to NAEP website:  http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/
– Released Items
– Sample Tests
– Assessment Results

• GKIDS will incorporate the new writing standards and the 
math precision review updates during the 2010/11 school 
year.
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New Regulations for Collecting Ethnicity 
and Race Information

US ED mandates that a two-part question will be used for the 
collection of Ethnicity and Race information.

1.   Are you Hispanic/Latino? (Choose only one)
 No, not Hispanic/Latino
 Yes, Hispanic/Latino

2. Please select race(s) from list below. (Choose all that apply)
 American Indian or Alaska Native
 Asian
 Black or African American
 Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander
 White



How are Georgia’s 
assessments developed?
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Georgia’s Test Development Cycle
Kathy Cox, State Superintendent of Schools

“We will lead the nation in improving student achievement.”
13

(10)

Field-test items that meet 
requirements are added to 
bank to build new forms. 
Assess bank for future item 
needs.

(9)

Psychometricians analyze FT 
items.  GA educators review 
items with item stats and for 
alignment.

(8)

Tests administered.  
Psychometricians perform 
quality checks.  Tests are 
scored, and reports are 
created.

(7)

GaDOE staff review 
operational test.   GA 
educators set standards 
when test is new or revised.

(6)

Develop test forms using test 
blueprint for content and 
statistical attributes. Field-
test items imbedded in 
forms.

(5)

GaDOE test and content 
specialists review items.  GA 
educators check items for 
alignment to the curriculum.

(4)

Develop test items for field-
testing.

(3)

Develop item and content 
domain specifications that 
are aligned with the 
curriculum.

(2)

GaDOE staff w/ GA educators
identify how and what will be
assessed.  Create test 
specifications and  blueprints.

(1)

Purpose of the testing 
program is identified.

Georgia’s ASSESSMENT 

DEVELOPMENT

PROCESS

Stage 1

Stage 3

Stage 4a

Stage 4b

Stage 2

stage



Georgia Online Assessment 
System

• http://www.georgiaoas.org
• Training delivered online through 

ElluminateLive!
– Face to face training by request through ETCs

• How can the OAS be used?
– Classroom formative assessment
– Student self assessment
– Parent support tool at home
– Prepare for CRCT , EOCT, and GHSGT

http://www.georgiaoas.org/


Lexile Resources on GSO
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Link to Lexile Resources on GSO:
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Resources/Pages/Tools/LexileFrameworkforReading.aspx
• Parent Resources

– Lexile Framework for Reading:  A Web Session for Parents
– Brochure:  A Parent’s Guide to the Lexile Framework for Reading
– Lexile Measure Relationship to CRCT and GHSGT Score
– Links to look up a book’s Lexile level and find a book by Lexile level
– FAQs for Parents

•  Educator Resources
– Lexile Framework for Reading:  A Web Session for Educators
– Link to the Educators section of the MetaMetrics Lexile website
– Lexile Measure Relationship to CRCT and GHSGT Score
– FAQs for Educators
– Georgia Educators Lexile Session (ppt)

Link to Lexile Resources on Testing page:

https://www.georgiastandards.org/Resources/Pages/Tools/LexileFrameworkforReading.aspx


Lexile Resources on Testing website

Link to website:  http://www.gadoe.org/lexile.aspx

• Overview information in FAQ format
• Georgia’s Lexile Map
• Presentations
• Links to look up a book’s Lexile level and find a

book by Lexile level
• Family and Educator Guides
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Assessment Resources

Content Descriptions
Student Guides
Statewide Scores
Presentations

Update Bulletins
Examiner’s Manuals
Interpretation Guides
Brochures
Content Weights

Link to testing website:  
http://www.gadoe.org/ci_testing.aspx

http://www.gadoe.org/ci_testing.aspx


Testing Security
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A good testing program provides 
critical information to:

¤ Students¤ Parents
¤  Teachers¤  School and System
¤ Community Members           Administrators

The integrity of the assessment process is critical
to all we do.
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Focus:  Testing Security

• Advanced Planning
• Clear and concise communication 

about roles and responsibilities
• Solid logistical procedures
• Documented training



CODE OF ETHICS FOR GEORGIA EDUCATORS 2009
 

• The Professional Standards Commission (PSC) 
adopted a new Code of Ethics for Georgia 
Educators in July 2009. 

• All educators should review the new Code of 
Ethics.

• The PSC also adopted a hierarchy of 
consequences, recommended by System Test 
Coordinators, that is published on their web 
site at http://gapsc.com

http://gapsc.com/


Standard 11: Testing - An educator shall 
administer state-mandated assessments fairly 
and ethically.  

• Unethical conduct includes but is not limited 
to: 
– 1.  committing any act that breaches Test Security;

and 
– 2.  compromising the integrity of the assessment. 



Test Security Reminders

• Be familiar with the Student Assessment 
Handbook and test administration manuals

• Follow all protocols
– Principal’s Certification Form is now required and 

must be maintained at the system for 5 years

• Report problems in a timely manner 
– Including referrals to PSC

Kathy Cox, State Superintendent of Schools
“We will lead the nation in improving student achievement.”

23





RTI RESOURCES



http://www.gadoe.org/ci_services.aspx?PageReq=CIServRTI



http://www.gadoe.org/ci_services.aspx?PageReq=CIServRTI



http://www.gadoe.org/ci_services.aspx?PageReq=CIServRTI



http://www.gadoe.org/ci_services.aspx?PageReq=CIServRTI



Series Overview
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Contact Information

• Melissa Fincher
– mfincher@doe.k12.ga.us
– 404-651-9405

• John Wight
– jwight@doe.k12.ga.us
– 404-656-0478

• Dee Davis
– medavis@doe.k12.ga.us
– 404-657-0312

• Joanne Leonard
– jleonard@doe.k12.ga.us
– 404.463.1538
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