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FSA ELA WRITING
• THE FSA ELA ASSESSMENT HAS A TEXT-BASED WRITING 

COMPONENT THAT IS ADMINISTERED SEPARATELY FROM THE 
REST OF THE FSA ELA ASSESSMENT, BUT IT IS REPORTED AS 
PART OF THE ELA SCORE. (IT IS ADMINISTERED EARLIER TO 
ALLOW TIME FOR HANDSCORING.)

• MARCH 6, 2018
• 1 SESSION ONLY
• 120 MINUTES   
• PAPER-BASED ASSESSMENT



FSA ELA WRITING
• STUDENTS WILL BE REQUIRED TO RESPOND TO AN OPINION OR INFORMATIVE WRITING 

PROMPT.

• THE WRITING COMPONENT WILL BE PAPER BASED.

• STUDENTS WILL BE EXPECTED TO READ SEVERAL PASSAGES ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
PROMPT.  THEN PLAN, WRITE, REVISE AND EDIT WITH IN THAT 120 MINUTE TIME PERIOD.  

• STUDENTS MUST DEMONSTRATE THE ABILITY TO PULL EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT TO 
SUPPORT THEIR WRITING.

• THE STUDENT WILL EARN A SCORE IN THREE AREAS:
• PURPOSE, FOCUS, AND ORGANIZATION (4 POINTS)
• EVIDENCE AND ELABORATION (4 POINTS)
• CONVENTIONS OF STANDARD ENGLISH (2 POINTS)  



Writing Prompt
The readings talked about clutter and being tidy. Write an essay in which 
you give your opinion: Is clutter sometimes okay, or should you always try
to be neat? Use the information from the passages in your essay. Manage
your time carefully so that you can:

• read the passages;
• plan your essay;
• write your essay; and
• revise and edit your essay.

Be sure to include:
• an introduction
• support for your opinion using information from the passages; and
• a conclusion that is related to your opinion.

Your writing should be in the form of a well-organized, multiparagraph 
essay. 

FSA ELA Sample Writing Prompt
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FSA ELA
• April 16th – 19th 
• Two 80 Minute Sessions 
• 56-66 Test Items
• Computer Based Testing



The length and complexity of texts should vary within 
each grade-level assessment. The table below suggests 
an approximate word count range for a text or text set.

Grade Range of Number of Words 
3 100 - 700 
4 100 - 900 
5 200 - 1000 
6 200 - 1100 
7 300 - 1100 
8 350 - 1200 
9 350 - 1300 
10  350 - 1350 
11  350 - 1400 

FSA ELA
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FSA MATHEMATICS
• April 24-27
• Two 80 Minute Sessions
•  60 – 64 Test Items
• Computer Based Testing

• 25%-55% Composed of Technology-Enhanced Items

• Four-page Work Folder
• Reference Sheet
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FCAT SCIENCE 2.0
• May 1 (Session 1)
• May 2 (Session 2) 
• 60-66 Test Items
• Paper Based Testing



FCAT 2.0 Science Grade 5 Science Test Design

Nature of Science Earth and Space    Physical Science     Life Science
           17%            29%     29%         25% 

FCAT Science 2.0



FSA RESOURCES FOR PARENTS

http://www.fsassessments.org/
http://www.fsassessments.org/training-tests
http://www.fsassessments.org/students-and-parents
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