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“The F.S.A.”
•A test that was designed to serve Florida students by measuring 

education gains and progress

•Measures student performance based on the Florida State 
Standards

• Information from the assessment is used to drive student 
instruction and course recommendations (Middle School)

•This will be the final year of FSA, HOWEVER, we FULLY expect 
some sort of assessment/s to replace it

What are the Florida Standards Assessments?



When is the Florida Standards Assessment/End of Course Exam?
Grade Subject Date Session Duration Number of Sessions Delivery Method

ELA Writing April 5th 120 min. 1
ELA Reading May 2nd – 3rd   85 min. 26th 

Math May 9th – 10th  60 min. 3 
*Session 2 and 3 on same day

Paper Based
(PBT)

ELA Writing April 4th  120 min. 1
Civics EOC May 3rd  160 min. 1

ELA Reading May 5th – 6th   85 min. 27th 
Math May 11th – 12th   60 min. 3 

*Sessions 2 and 3 on same day

Computer Based
(CBT)

ELA Writing April 4th 120 min. 1
ELA Reading May 5th – 6th 85 min. 2

Math May 11th – 12th 60 min. 3 
*Sessions 2 and 3 on same day

Computer Based
(CBT)8th 

Science May 16th 80 min. 2
*Sessions 1 and 2 on the same day 

Paper Based
(PBT)

Algebra 1 EOC May 23rd – 24th 90 min. 2High 
School 
Credit 

Course Geometry EOC May 23rd – 24th 90 min. 2
Computer Based

(CBT)



ELA Writing 

•The Writing component of the grades 4–10 ELA 
assessments consists of one text-based 
constructed-response item (students read a 
variety of texts and respond to a prompt). 

•The rubrics used for the scoring of the ELA Writing
component are based on the Writing and 
Language strands of the English Language Arts 
Florida Standards



ELA Writing- Scoring 

• While the ELA Writing component is one category that 
contributes to the overall ELA score (text-based Writing), 
there are three domain scores awarded for each response. 
The sum of these subscores is the total score for the writing 
reporting category (10 raw score points).

The three domains are:
1. Purpose, Focus, and Organization (4 points)
2. Evidence and Elaboration (4 points)
3. Conventions of Standard English (2 points)



ELA Reading 

• Each ELA Reading assessment is composed of 
approximately 6 to 8 reading passages with sets of 6 to 
11 items based on each passage. 

• ELA Reading sessions are administered over two days. 
TEST SESSIONS:

-Grade 6-8: Two 85-minute sessions

Each day a short break is given after 40 minutes of testing



ELA Concepts Tested
Concept Percentage Points by Category

Key Ideas & Details 15-25%

Craft & Structure 25-35%

Integration of Knowledge & Ideas 20-30%

Language & Editing 15-25%



Test Item Types
ELA Item Types

• Multiple Choice 
• Editing Task Choice
• Open Response
• Multi-Select
• Multi-Part, Evidence-Based Selected Response
• Table Match
• Multimedia (audio clips, slideshows, animations)



FSA QUESTION TYPES
Multi-Select



FSA QUESTION TYPES
Selectable Text



FSA QUESTION TYPES
Table Match



FSA QUESTION TYPES
Editing Task Choice



Mathematics 

•Grades 6-8 Math sessions are administered over two 
days. 
• Three 60-minute sessions*
• *Schools are required to administer Session 1 on day one and Sessions 2 

and 3 on day two

•Algebra and Geometry EOCs are administered over 
two days
• Two 90-minute sessions**
• **Students who are still working at the end of the allotted time for the 

session may continue working up to half the typical school day.



Math Concepts Tested- 6th grade
Concept Percentage Points by Category
Ratio & Proportional Relationships 15%

Expressions & Equations 30%

Geometry 15%

Statistics & Probability 19%

The Number System 21%



Math Concepts Tested- 7th grade
Concept Percentage Points by Category
Ratio & Proportional Relationships 25%

Expressions & Equations 21%

Geometry 23%

Statistics & Probability 16%

The Number System 15%



Math Concepts Tested- 8th grade
Concept Percentage Points by Category

Expressions & Equations 41%

Functions and Modeling 40%

Statistics and the Number System 19%

Statistics & Probability and 
The Number System

18%



Algebra 1 EOC Concepts Tested
Concept Percentage Points by Category

Algebra and Modeling 30%

Functions 25%

Geometry 27%



Geometry EOC Concepts Tested
Concept Percentage Points by Category

Congruence, Similarity, Right
Triangles, and Trigonometry

46%

Circles, Geometric
Measurement, and Geometric
Properties with Equations

38%

Modeling with Geometry 16%



Gridded Responses for 6th Grade Math



Test Item Types

MATH Item Types
• Multiple Choice 
• Editing Task Choice
• Open Response
• Multi-Select
• Graphic Response Item Display (GRID)
• Table Match
• Equation Editor
• Table Item



FSA QUESTION TYPES

Math
EDITING TASK CHOICE

Students will respond by 
choosing the correct word or 
phrase to fill in each blank in a 
sentence or sentences. For 
each answer choice box, fill in 
the bubble before the correct 
word or phrase. Be sure to 
respond to each of the editing 
task boxes in the item.



More Math Formats



Civics EOC

•Civics EOC -
•One 160-minute session*
• *Students who are still working at the end of the allotted time for the 

session may continue working up to the length of a typical school day



Civics EOC Concepts Tested
Concept Percentage Points by Category

Origins and Purposes of Law and 
Government

25%

Roles, Rights, and Responsibilities 
of Citizens

25%

Government Policies and Political 
Processes

25%

Organization and Function of 
Government

25%



Science – 8th Grade ONLY 

•Grade 8 Science sessions are administered in one
day. 
•Two 80-minute sessions



Science Concepts Tested- 8th grade
Concept Percentage Points by Category

Nature of Science 19%

Earth and Space Science 27%

Physical Science 27%

Life Science 27%



Test Design/Scoring
• FSA, like other Florida statewide assessments past and present, 

is not scored using a percent-correct or number-correct scoring 
method. 

• Students correctly answering the more-difficult items receive 
more credit than students answering less-challenging items. In 
other words, the scoring model involves both the number and 
the difficulty of questions a student answers correctly. 



FSA Scores and Performance Levels
Students will receive a Scaled Score (SS), Performance 

Level, Percentile Rank, and Raw Scores
FSA scores are not expected until LATE summer 

• Communication will be sent once scores have been released to the school 



FSA Score Report
Descriptions of Report:

1 –Identifies student, school, district, test 
administration

2 –Description of the FSA and resources 
for teachers, parents, & students.

3 –Performance Levels and Scale Score 
with information regarding the 
performance level. 

4 –Performance Details lists the reporting 
categories, number of points possible, 
and number of points earned for each 
category.

5 –Performance Comparison shows how 
your student performed compared to the 
school, the district, and the state.



How are FSA Results Used?

FSA results are used as an accountability tool for Districts 
and School Grades

FSA results provide teachers and schools with additional 
information about each student’s proficiencies. 

Results are used IN ADDITION TO teacher observations 
and performance throughout the year in making 
determinations of student strengths and areas of 
opportunity, as well as course placement.



How do we help your student prepare?
• Challenging & Viable Curriculum aligned to tested standards, delivered by

highly qualified educators
• Use of research-based textbooks  
• PLC’s
• Common assessments and practice tests to set format and content 

expectations
• Frequent progress monitoring and data disaggregation
• Interventions supporting students who have learning gaps
• Small group, differentiated instruction 
• Support Facilitation 



How can you help your student prepare?
• Help your child realize this is not a test you can study for. However, it is 

very important they do their best every day leading up to and on the FSA 
Days

• Ensure that your child participates in the practice tests so that he/she 
becomes familiar with the items

• Help your child get a good night sleep and eat a nutritious breakfast
• Provide Emotional and Positive Support 

• Talk to your child and encourage them 
• Work with your child to help them learn how to lower anxiety/stress 

about the test
• Arrive to school every day – attendance is crucial



Helpful Resources

FSA Portal
    www.FSAssessments.org 

Florida State Standards (cpalms)
    http://www.cpalms.org

Florida Department of Education Web Site
    http://www.fldoe.org

School Accountability Reports
    http://schoolgrades.fldoe.org



FSA Portal
FSA Portal: 

www.FSAssessments.org
• Contains all published 

information regarding FSA 
assessments and released 
Practice Tests

• Access to the portal and 
information is public.



PVA Contacts 

Dr. Joy Reichenberg, Principal: Joy.Reichenberg@stjohns.k12.fl.us
Mr. Brian Green, AP (K-2): Brian.Green@stjohns.k12.fl.us
Ms. D’Niessa Slocum, AP (6-8): Dniessa.Slocum@stjohns.k12.fl.us
Mr. Zach Strom, AP (3-5): Zachary.Strom@stjohns.k12.fl.us
Ms. Audra Wilson, Testing Coordinator: Audra.Wilson@stjohns.k12.fl.us
Ms. Amie Miller, Literacy Coach: Amie.Miller@stjohns.k12.fl.us    
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Questions and Answers


