
Frankenstein AP Literature Free Response Open Questions

2014.  It has often been said that what we value can be determined only by what we sacrifice. Consider how this 
statement applies to a character from a novel or play. Select a character that has deliberately sacrificed, surrendered, 
or forfeited something in a way that highlights that character’s values. Then write a well-organized essay in which 
you analyze how the particular sacrifice illuminates the character’s values and provides a deeper understanding of 
the meaning of the work as a whole.

2009, Form B. Many works of literature deal with political or social issues. Choose a novel or play that focuses on a
political or social issue. Then write an essay in which you analyze how the author uses literary elements to explore 
this issue and explain how the issue contributes to the meaning of the work as a whole. Do not merely summarize 
the plot.

2008. In a literary work, a minor character, often known as a foil, possesses traits that emphasize, by contrast or 
comparison, the distinctive characteristics and qualities of the main character. For example, the ideas or behavior of 
the minor character might be used to highlight the weaknesses or strengths of the main character. Choose a novel or 
play in which a minor character serves as a foil to a main character. Then write an essay in which you analyze how 
the relation between the minor character and the major character illuminates the meaning of the work



2006. Many writers use a country setting to establish values within a work of literature. For example, the country 
may be a place of virtue and peace or one of primitivism and ignorance. Choose a novel or play in which such a 
setting plays a significant role. Then write an essay in which you analyze how the country setting functions in the 
work as a whole.

2005, Form B. One of the strongest human drives seems to be a desire for power. Write an essay in which you 
discuss how a character in a novel or a drama struggles to free himself or herself from the power of others or seeks 
to gain power over others. Be sure to demonstrate in your essay how the author uses this power struggle to enhance 
the meaning of the work.

2003. According to critic Northrop Frye, "Tragic heroes are so much the highest points in their human landscape 
that they seem the inevitable conductors of the power about them, great trees more likely to be struck by lightning 
than a clump of grass. Conductors may of course be instruments as well as victims of the divisive lightning." Select 
a novel or play in which a tragic figure functions as an instrument of the suffering of others. Then write an essay in 
which you explain how the suffering brought upon others by that figure contributes to the tragic vision of the work 
as a whole.

2000. Many works of literature not readily identified with the mystery or detective story genre nonetheless involve 
the investigation of a mystery. In these works, the solution to the mystery may be less important than the knowledge 
gained in the process of its investigation. Choose a novel or play in which one or more of the characters confront a 
mystery. Then write an essay in which you identify the mystery and explain how the investigation illuminates the 
meaning of the work as a whole. Do not merely summarize the plot.


