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A BRIEF HISTORY
• 2005-06 Georgia joined the WIDA Consortium, adopting the WIDA 

ELP Standards and the ACCESS for ELLS assessment

• 2007 WIDA introduced additional support for the Standards with 
the Model Performance Indicators (MPIs)

• 2012 WIDA released the amplified ELD Standards to supplement 
the 2007 ELP Standards, providing individual grade level examples 
in grades K-8 and grade clusters at the high school level

 
• Updated and expanded the Performance Definitions, delineating 

the academic language at each level in the Defining Features of 
Academic Language document
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A BRIEF HISTORY
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• Performance Definitions consisted of 3 components:  
Linguistic Complexity; Vocabulary Usage; Language Control



2012 ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

2012 Standards provide clarifications of the 3 ELD criteria:

 Organize the criteria into 3 levels: Discourse level; Sentence level; and 
Word / Phrase level

 Rename Linguistic Complexity as Discourse Complexity to emphasize the 
focus on the entire text students will process or produce

 Rename Language Control as Language Forms and Conventions to closely 
model how language is presented in the Common Core State Standards

 Add a sociocultural context which impacts all 3 criteria by defining 
communicative acts, genres, register and all other elements of the 
situation in which the communication occurs
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WIDA ELD STANDARDS

• Standard 1:  ELLs communicate for SOCIAL AND INSTRUCTIONAL 
purposes within the school setting.

• Standard 2:  ELLs communicate information, ideas and concepts 
necessary for academic success in the content area of LANGUAGE 
ARTS.

• Standard 3:  ELLs communicate information, ideas and concepts 
necessary for academic success in the content area of MATHEMATICS.

• Standard 4:  ELLs communicate information, ideas and concepts 
necessary for academic success in the content area of SCIENCE.

• Standard 5:  ELLs communicate information, ideas and concepts 
necessary for academic success in the content area of SOCIAL 
STUDIES.
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WIDA MODEL PERFORMANCE 
INDICATORS

• The Model Performance Indicators (MPIs) are the smallest 
unit within a topical strand of the standards’ matrices

 
• MPIs utilize national content standards to provide examples of

how to integrate content standards for instruction and tasks 
appropriate to the proficiency levels of ELs

• There are over 1000 MPIs (PK-12) for the 2007 ELD Standards 
that describe a specific level of ELP for a language domain 

• The 2007 MPIs are formulated within formative and 
summative frameworks for grade level clusters 10



MODEL PERFORMANCE INDICATORS (MPI) 
& STRANDS WITHIN ELD STANDARDS 

MATRIX

STRAND

MPI
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COMPONENTS OF MODEL 
PERFORMANCE INDICATORS

• The Model Performance Indicators (MPI) have 3 distinct parts:

Language Function (the verb)

Content Topic (the topic of the standard)

Support (an instructional strategy or tool to assist
                  ELs in accessing content; may be sensory, 
                  graphic or interactive)          
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MODEL PERFORMANCE 
INDICATORS

Sample MPI:  (Science, Formative, Grades 1-2)
“ Label objects that represent renewable and non-renewable 

materials from real life or illustrated examples in L1 or L2”

Label (the Language Function)

objects that represent renewable and non-renewable materials
(the Content Topic)

from real life or illustrated examples in L1 or L2 (the Support)
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MODEL PERFORMANCE 
INDICATORS

Sample MPI: (Mathematics, Formative, Grades 6-8) 
“Match vocabulary associated with perimeter or area with 

graphics, symbols or figures”

 Match (the language function)

vocabulary associated with perimeter or area (the Content 
Topic)

with graphics, symbols or figures (the Support)
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MODEL PERFORMANCE 
INDICATORS

Sample MPI:  (Language Arts, Summative, Grades 9-12)
“Identify examples of high-frequency words or phrases with 

multiple meanings from visuals”  

Identify (the Language Function)

examples of high-frequency words or phrases with multiple 
meanings (the Content Topic)

from visuals (the Support)
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MODEL PERFORMANCE 
INDICATORS

Sample MPI: (Social Studies, Summative, Grades 9-12) 
“Match regions or countries to economic trends from oral 

descriptions and maps or charts”

Match (the Language Function)

regions or countries to economic trends (the Content Topic)

 from oral descriptions and maps or charts (the Support)
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TRANSFORMING MODEL 
PERFORMANCE INDICATORS

Defining Transformations:
Georgia Performance Standards / CCGPS and  WIDA Standards  

are integrated to support EL achievement through ELD level 4.
At  Level 5, the activity should represent the GPS or the 
CCGPS, generally without additional supports 

The process for transforming standards:
Integrate the GPS / CCGPS into the MPIs within a strand, to 

address the varying ELD levels of ELs
The result of a transformation:
The transformed standard differentiates according to ELD levels 

and permits all ELs to demonstrate their knowledge of the 
academic content of the GPS / CCGPS

18



MODEL PERFORMANCE 
INDICATORS

Changing the Content Topic:  

Original MPI (SC, Formative, Grades 1-2):  Label objects that 
represent renewable and non-renewable materials from real
life or illustrated examples in L1 or L2 

Transformation 1 Label celestial bodies from real life 
observation or illustrated examples in L1 or L2 

Transformation 2
 Label states of matter from real life observation or illustrated 

examples in L1 or L2 
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MODEL PERFORMANCE 
INDICATORS

Changing the Content Topic:  

Original MPI (SS, Summative, Grades 9-12):  Match regions or 
countries to economic trends from oral descriptions and 
maps or charts

Transformation 1
Match historical figures to their native countries from oral 

descriptions and maps or charts
Transformation 2

Match major exports to their individual countries from oral 
descriptions and maps or charts
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MODEL PERFORMANCE 
INDICATORS

Changing the Support

Original MPI (M, Formative, 6-8): Match vocabulary associated 
with perimeter or area with graphics, symbols or figures

Transformation 1
 Match vocabulary associated with perimeter or area with 

graphics, symbols or figures and a partner

Transformation 2
Match vocabulary  and drawings associated with perimeter or 

area in a T-Chart
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MODEL PERFORMANCE 
INDICATORS

While the simplest form of transformation involves substitution of
the content stem, any one or more parts of an MPI may be 
changed to reflect the appropriate proficiency level of the 
student:

Original MPI (SS, Summative, 9-12): Match regions or countries to 
economic trends from oral descriptions and maps or charts

Transformation
Match political figures to their home countries from written 

descriptions of their historic contributions (Content topic & Support 
replaced)
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MODEL PERFORMANCE 
INDICATORS

Making Multiple Changes

Original MPI (SC, Formative, 9-12):  Brainstorm ideas about 
conservation or ecology that affect everyday life based on 
illustrations in small groups 

Transformation
 List genetic traits of mammals from photographs (Language 

function, content topic & support replaced)
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2012 AMPLIFIED ELD 
STANDARDS

• WIDA has developed a limited number of sample English 
language development standards to provide a framework for 
making connections to state content standards, including 
Common Core and Next Generation Science Standards

• WIDA recognizes that ELD occurs over multiple years, is 
variable, and depends on many factors such as age, 
maturation, classroom experiences, programming, 
motivation, and attitudes

• In the 2012 framework, examples are provided for individual 
grade levels, K-8, and for grade level clusters 9-10 and 11-12
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2012 AMPLIFIED ELD 
STANDARDS

• The framework of each amplified ELD Standard features:  
 an explicit Connection to state content standards
 an Example Context for language use
 the particular level of cognitive demand (Cognitive Function) 

required
 the Model Performance Indicators for different levels of 

proficiency and associated language domain
 and Topic-related Language

25



26



2012 ELD STANDARDS

Guiding Question for Common Core Connection: 

Which CCGPS is/are selected?

• Selection of standard(s) which reflect strategic instructional 
practices

• Themes/materials, etc. are appropriate/of interest to all 
students

• Necessary conceptual/background knowledge for engaging in 
learning

• Manner of EL engagement in the task
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2012 ELD STANDARDS

Guiding Question for Context for Language Use:

How familiar are ELs with the theme(s), cultural reference(s) and 
intended language? 

• Intended audience, formality, and purpose of the 
communication

• Subject matter and the language organization and use
• Language that the situation demands
• Nature of the intended communication environment
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2012 ELD STANDARDS

Guiding Question for Cognitive Function: 

What is the cognitive complexity of mental processing stipulated 
by the CCGPS or the task ELs will engage in?

• Remembering, understanding, applying, analyzing, evaluating,
creating

• Applicability  to ELs at all ELD levels
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2012 ELD STANDARDS

Guiding Question for Topic-related Language:

What is the genre/text type stipulated or suggested by the 
CCGPS?

• Cohesive and coherent language elements which characterize 
the genre/text type applicable to ELD level(s)

• Sentence level structures needed for the language 
expression(s)

• Words and expressions necessary to communicate the 
language compatible with ELD level(s)
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2012 ELD STANDARDS

Expanded Considerations Addressing Topic Related Language:

Consider the vocabulary and grammatical structures essential to 
the lesson/unit  

• Content-related words and expressions to which all students 
in the grade level should be exposed

• Specific and technical language essential for engagement and 
learning

• May include language and grammatical structures necessary 
to participate, engage in and demonstrate competency
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2012 ELD STANDARDS

Guiding Question for Performance Indicator Strand (PI):

What is the overall language target most descriptive of the 
genre/text type of the CCGPS?

• Language function choice compatibility with the intended 
cognitive function and language domain for all ELD levels

• Consistence of the topic/content stem across all proficiency 
levels

• Appropriate selection of support consistent with each ELD 
level
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2012 ELD STANDARDS
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Cori Alston <CAlston@doe.k12.ga.us>
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2012 AMPLIFIED ELD 
STANDARDS

Section 4 provides:
•  One strand of amplified Model Performance Indicators for 

each of the 5 WIDA ELD Standards at each grade level (K-8) 
and for each high school grade level cluster (9-10, 11-12) 

• One complementary standard that supports language 
learning in one of the following areas:

Music & Performing Arts (K, 5, 11-12)
Humanities (1, 6)
Visual Arts (2, 7)
Health & Physical Education (3, 8)
Technology & Engineering (4, 9-10) 
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CONTACT INFORMATION
GaDOE Title III / ESOL 
     404 463 0505
Carol JohnsonCjohnson@doe.k12.ga.us

Georgia Department of Education, Title III / ESOL webpage:
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-

Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/English-to-Speakers-
of-Other-Languages-(ESOL)-and-Title-III.aspx

WIDA Performance Definitions, 2007 Standards & MPIs, 2012 
amplified ELD Standards & MPIs, and WIDA Standards blank 
template are available at:  http://www.wida.us/standards/elp.aspx
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