Fire….A Living Thing?

My partner, Amy and I were in science when she told me a very silly theory.  She tried to tell me that fire was living…….what!!  She explained that fire was living because it was able to move in response to its environment and because it’s able to grow.  I guess she really hasn’t paid much attention in science class.


I explained to Amy that she wasn’t correct.  First I told her that for it to be alive it would actually have to grow and reproduce.  I know that because I read in the article, Life on Earth that “all living organisms reproduce and that organisms reproduce to keep the species going.”  Does fire grow or reproduce?  No!  Fire only spreads, that is not reproducing or growing.


Fire also doesn’t eliminate waste.  I know that because fire doesn’t let go any solids, liquids or gases.  Every living organism needs to eliminate waste to be able to live.  The article states, “All living organisms eliminate waste” and “it is necessary for living organisms to get rid of waste products.”  Fire only burns the wood leaving ash.  This isn’t getting rid of waste. Some people would say that fire actually makes waste!


Fire also does not use energy or need it to stay alive.  All living organism do have to have energy to stay alive.  Fires use wood to stay lit, but the wood is not eaten to obtain energy! It is burned.  I know that organisms need energy to stay alive because in the article it states that “all living organisms use energy to live”.  It also states that “you can’t move, breathe, see, hear, think or do anything else without energy.” That proves that fire is not alive because a fire cannot see, hear, or think!


Another characteristic of living organisms is that they need water!  I think everyone would agree that a fire doesn’t need water to survive!  Water would put a fire out.  


My explanation finally got through to Amy.  She realized she made a mistake and misunderstood what the teacher was saying.  She now knows that being alive means you have all eight characteristics of life and how you can tell if something is or is not alive.  I hope she begins to pay attention in science class or I might have to get a new partner!
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