
Elements & Principles
of 

Art /Design

Accordion-Book Dictionary



Line is the distance 
between two points. 

Lines can be:
• Directional
• Character
• Construction
• Contour
• Cross-contour
• Gestural
• Implied



Lines can be used to 
show movement and 

mood. 



Shape: A two-dimensional
area that is defined in 
some way.

• Only contains height 
and width.

• Shapes are either:
–  free form
– natural
– organic



Form: Objects having 
three-dimensions.

• Has height, width 
and depth. 

FORM



COLOR: is derived 
from reflected light.

Color has three 
properties: 
• Hue
• Value
• Intensity

Any time you use a set 
of colors, you are using
a color scheme. 



Color Schemes include:
• Primary
• Secondary
• Intermediates
• Warm Colors
• Cool Colors
• Complimentary
• Split-complimentary
• Analogous
• Triadic
• Monochromatic
• Rainbow (ROY G. BIV)
• Neutrals



Value: The range of light
to dark or the lightness 
or darkness of an 
object. 

Ways to show value:
• Blending
– Tinting with Color
– Shading with Color

• Hatching
• Cross-Hatching
• Stippling



Texture: Refers to how 
things feel, or look as if 
they might feel if touched.

Texture is perceived by 
touch and sight.

Texture can be:
• Tactile
• Visual
– Simulated
– Invented



Space: How 
shapes are 
arranged in an 
art work.

Ways to use 
space:
• Draw 

big/small.
• Fill the whole

paper.
• Extend off 

the paper.
• Placement in 

relation to 
the horizon.

• Perspective.
• Overlapping.



Other ways to use space:

• Use Foreground, Middle Ground, and Background.
• Positive/Negative Space.



Balance: Concern with equalizing 
visual forces, or elements in a work 
of art. 

Two Types of Balance:
1. Formal (Symmetrical)
2. Informal (Asymmetrical)

Other types of balance include:
• Radial
• Bi-Lateral
• Approximate Bi-Lateral
• Inverted Symmetry



Emphasis: Is the focus or 
dominance in the work. It 
often “grabs” your attention.

Some ways to execute 
emphasis are:
• Using big lettering.
• Shiny items.
• An item that stands out from

others by beauty, shape, 
size, color.

• An image with more detail in
a particular area that other 
areas of the composition.

By changing different Elements 
of Art, emphasis can be 
created.



Rhythm indicates movement,
or a beat by the repetition of 
the elements or objects. 

There are five types of 
rhythm:
• Random
• Regular
• Alternating
• Flowing
• Progressive 

Repetition: Technique for 
creating rhythm and unity in 
single element appears again 
and again. 

REPETITION



Movement is used to 
create the look and 
feeling of action and 
to guide the viewer’s 
eyes throughout the 
work of art. 

Movement can be 
directed along lines, 
edges, shapes, and 
colors within the 
work.



Unity: A quality of wholeness 
or oneness that is created 
through the effective use of the
elements and principles of art.

Unity means all is working 
together in harmony. 

Unity is created by:
• Use of analogous colors.
• Use of monochromatic 

colors.
• Shapes
• Lines
• Size & Shapes
• Black/White Outline 

throughout. 



Variety: Focus on what 
is difference and/or 
contrast.

There is no end to 
variety in nature and 
man-made things. 

Variety of Lines, Shapes,
Color.

Variety adds interest. 



CONTRAST
Contrast: Technique for creating a focal point 
by using difference in elements.

Contrast can be created by the all of the 
Elements.

Contrast creates interest.

Background Colors (Columns)

Red Orange Yellow Green Blue Violet Black White Gray

Red  Poor Good Poor Poor Poor Good Good Poor
Orange Poor  Poor Poor Poor Poor Good Poor Poor
Yellow Good Good  Poor Good Poor Good Poor Good
Green Poor Poor Poor  Good Poor Good Poor Good
Blue Poor Poor Good Good  Poor Poor Good Poor
Violet Poor Poor Good Poor Poor  Good Good Poor
Black Poor Good Good Good Poor Good  Good Poor
White Good Good Poor Poor Good Good Good  Good

Foreground
Colors
(Rows)

Gray Poor Poor Good Good Poor Poor Poor Good  
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Pattern: Refers to a two-
dimensional decorative 
visual repetition.

Pattern can use lines, 
shapes, or colors. 

Patterns can be planned or 
random, can occur in nature 
or be man-made. 

Patterns create visual 
excitement on the surface



Proportion
Proportion describes the
size, location or amount 
of one element to 
another in a work.


