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Who we are

The essential, indispensable member of
any team addressing education policy.
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What we do

We believe in the power of learning from
experience and we know informed policymakers
create better education policy.
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How we do it
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* State Financial Aid 102
* Delaware’s Aid Policy Environment
* Alternative State Examples

* State Financial Aid Redesign Principles &
Recommendations
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State Financial Aid 101

* $12.5 billion nationally across scholarships,
grants, state-funded loans, work-study, etc. in
2015

* 4.6 million students served
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e State Financial Aid 101: R
Expenditures (2015)

T MH
$20,010352  $10,000

Wik MT MD Tl Rl =4
$368,220,855 $5,044,534 $17,891,216 $187,805,746 $101,390,923 %1, 22 47,365 566
I wy 5o A I OH W cr
$5,104,461 $15145365 $4,901,368 $65,626,352 $358,315,287 $126,796,807 $470.804 103 $40,882,680
ORrR My co ME KY MD DE
$57,792.933 $35,407.891$110,781,765 517,408,868 $205.365.355 $105. 298,545 $23,502,640
ur KS AR MC DC
$1. $11,073,834 18,429,358 $128,380,130 $305,259,009 $31,079,47;
M oK LA R AL o
$112,106,:803 $97.949 696 $778,253,837 $31,277,508 46,141,679 $369,220,236
LR
$£16,003 855
HI [
£3,589,702 2015 Expenditures $438,340 037

10,000 N :1 .25t 683,355




ing

Spendi

| Aid 102
per Student (2015)

inancia

State F

500
1,400
1,300

,200
1,100
1,000

51,
5
5
31
5
5

adlysdieH map)
] ewegey
. BUOT Iy
yep

I neme
I Fueisiepoyy
sSEEURY
e30qe] YInog
IR

L By

e14g

auey
1ddississifp)
EMO

LINOSS ||y
53385ML3ESS |
pue|faep
B303E0 Yo

UISUB3S I

SEME 3]

i

opelo o

Buiwo

yein
m_G_L___

Jualldas

B pRASH
gpuoq
uaBaan
23053u U,
BysE|y
elueA|AsuUa
sexa)
0487 3 IoR
Bluaoy ey

eu

IN3i3dauUo
eue|pu
sEsURIY
Aanzuay
QXN MR
QA MM
iU Ba 353

uo3Buiyseny
Ey5eiqap
IESIULI|
euBas
eURISINgT
giBioag
faslar map
FUioyRH0
BUl[@4&7 4inag

(=] (=) (=] =] (=] (=] (=] (=] [=] L
i o0 - o L =T (¥ 3]} i)
e [ e e e e e [

= 33||04u] a3 Bulpuads



Delaware’s Aid Policy Environment

* In 2015, the state of Delaware funded
22 state financial aid programs

* Individual program expenditures
ranged in size from over $4 million to
under $25,000.

* In total, these programs served over
9,000 Delaware students.
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Historical expenditures in three main state aid

programs

Historical Expenditures in Three Largest Aid Programs in Delaware
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= | niversity of Delaware General Fund Scholarships
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State Comparisons

State SIL?CTZLt P#:ogirc; |$1fs Gragilifdc:wtaLaer'sship Recipients
Enrollment
Montana 43,848 6 $5,044,534 5,397
Maine 49,646 1 $14,008,575 18,068
Hawaii 49,939 2 $3,589,702 1,643
Delaware 52,278 22 $23,502,640 9,688
Nevada 66,564 2 $35,407,891 25,462

WWW.ecs.org | @EdCommission &ijb EDUCATION COMMISSION

OF THE STATES



Similar: Hawaii

 One main state university system

L "

i

$ - Financial aid is routed through the
university system, not a state
department of (higher) education

« Awards are made based on in-state
high school graduation and
achievement
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Different: Nevada

« Larger system of state universities,
colleges, & community colleges
coordinated through a system office

« Financial aid administered through
system office

« In 2nd year of awarding need-based
aid to college-ready students
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Similar in Terms of Spending

= Arizona ($22.9 million)
¢ High degree of institutional control

* Aid funded through institutional tuition revenue
with limited legislative support

= District of Columbia ($23.5 million)

¢+ All district aid administered through centralized
K12 focused agency

¢+ Aid focuses on needy high school graduates
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Four Redesign Principles for State Financial Aid

* Student-Centered

* Goal-Driven, Data Informed
* Timely and Flexible

* Broadly Inclusive
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PRINCIPLE 1: STUDENT CENTERED

Financial aid programs should be student centered:
Aid programs designed around students and their needs
set students up for successful outcomes.

« California
* Proactive recipient
notification

« Oklahoma
- Early awarding/

notification
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PRINCIPLE 2: GOAL DRIVEN,
DATA INFORMED

Financial aid programs should be goal driven and data informed:
Aid programs should have a clearly defined and easily understood
intent aligned with measurable state education and workforce goals.

 Minnesota « Mississippi
« Monitoring  Program
goals & consolidation
institutional
eligibility
frameworks
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PRINCIPLE 3: TIMELY AND FLEXIBLE

Financial aid programs should be timely and flexible:
Aid programs should provide financial support to students when it
can have the greatest impact on enrollment and persistence decisions.

« Oregon
« Reserving funds at
multiple deadlines

e Tennessee

- Reconnect grants ’

available without
an application
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PRINCIPLE 4: BROADLY INCLUSIVE

Financial aid programs should be broadly inclusive of all
students’ educational pathways: Aid programs need to respond
to the diverse enrollment options available to students.

« Illinois ]
 Pennsylvania

i o-rating . Flexibility for
awards for : :
funding distance

part-time :
education
students
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Questions for Policymakers to Consider

* How can programs best be designed around
student needs- both traditional and non
traditional?

= |s there space for a conversation about state
aid that includes a global look at all programs?
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