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Standards

SS8H5 The student will explain significant factors that affected 
the development of Georgia as part of the growth of the United 
States between 1789 and 1840. 
c. Explain how technological developments, including the cotton gin 
and railroads, had an impact on Georgia’s growth. 
d. Analyze the events that led to the removal of Creeks and 
Cherokees; include the roles of Alexander McGillivray, William 
McIntosh, Sequoyah, John Ross, Dahlonega Gold Rush, Worcester v.
Georgia, Andrew Jackson, John Marshall, and the Trail of Tears. 
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Cotton Gin
• During the 1800s, Georgia’s economy relied heavily 

on important cash crops: rice, indigo, tobacco, and 
cotton.

• Cotton became the main cash crop due to the 
invention of the cotton gin by Eli Whitney in 1793.

• The cotton gin involved a system of rollers, teeth, 
and brushes that separated seeds from cotton much
faster than by hand.
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Eli Whitney & Cotton Gin
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Cotton Gin
• It increased the rate at which cotton could be 

produced and sold.

• The cotton gin also increased the demand for 
slavery because plantation owners needed slaves to
harvest all of the cotton.

• Soon, Georgia became one of the top cotton 
producers in the world. 
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Cotton Production
• In the 1800s, businessmen established a number of 

textile mills in Georgia.

• Machines in the mills could make cotton into cloth 
inexpensively, and the demand for cotton was high.

• The development of the cotton industry led to an 
important need: a way for cotton to be transported 
more easily and efficiently to Savannah.
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Savannah 
ranked first as a 
cotton seaport 
on the Atlantic 
and second in 

the world.
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Railroads
• Georgia’s economic growth relied heavily on the 

invention of railroads.

• The General Assembly chartered 3 rail lines in 
1833: The Georgia Railroad Co. (an Athens-
Augusta line), the Central of Georgia Railroad Co. (a
Savannah-Macon line), and the Monroe Railroad 
Co. (a Macon-Forsyth line). 

• By 1860, there were more than 1,200 miles of 
railroads in Georgia.
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Thousands of cotton bales ready to be shipped on the 
railroad.

© 2014 Brain Wrinkles



Railroads
• The Western and Atlantic rail line from Chattanooga ended 

in a town called Terminus.

• Two other railroads eventually converged there and gave 
rise to the new, bustling town that served as a major 
connector between the main lines.

• The name Terminus was changed to Marthasville in 1843 , 
and then to Atlanta in 1845.

• Within 15 years, Atlanta was the center of railroad trade in 
the South.

© 2014 Brain Wrinkles



© 2014 Brain Wrinkles



Removal
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Losing Side
• During the Revolutionary War, many Native 

Americans in Georgia fought as allies of the British.

• The British promised to return land taken by white 
settlers once Britain won the war.

• Once the war was over, Georgians desired to push 
Native Americans off of more and more of their land.
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McGillivray
• The Creeks were prominent in southern and 

western Georgia and did not want to give up their 
land.

• Chief Alexander McGillivray, son of a Scottish trader
and half-French, half-Creek mother, led the Creeks 
in resisting white expansion.

• During the Revolutionary War, he led raids on 
settlements in Georgia and Tennessee.

© 2014 Brain Wrinkles



Chief Alexander 
McGillivray
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McGillivray
• In 1790, President George Washington met with 

Chief McGillivray in hopes of peacefully settling 
disputes between Creeks and white Georgians.

• They signed the Treaty of New York, in which the 
Creeks gave up some of their land in exchange for a
promise that settlers would not move west beyond a
certain point.

• It didn’t take long for the government to break its 
promise…
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McIntosh
• In 1823, Governor George Troup pressured the 

federal government to drive the Creeks from their 
remaining land.

• They negotiated with Troup’s first cousin, William 
McIntosh, who was the son of a Scottish officer and 
a Creek woman.

• McIntosh signed the Treaty of Indian Springs in 
1825, which gave up all Creek lands to the state of 
Georgia.
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Chief William
McIntosh
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Relocation
• The treaty greatly angered the Creek people. 

• A war party stabbed McIntosh to death and took his 
scalp, and also murdered several other leaders who 
signed the treaty.

• By 1827, the Creeks had relocated to the wilderness
across the Mississippi River.
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Indian Cessions in 
Georgia, 

1733-1835
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Cherokee
• Georgia’s other main Native American tribe was the 

Cherokee (they lived mainly in north Georgia and 
western North Carolina).

• The Cherokee adapted to white culture the most.
• They lived in houses, farmed, owned property, 

and some owned slaves.

• The created an advanced society with a constitution 
and an independent government.
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Cherokee Nation
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Sequoyah
• One of the Cherokees’ most famous members was 

Sequoyah, also known as George Gist (his father was a 
Virginian and his mother a Cherokee).

• He created a Cherokee alphabet that enabled the tribe to 
read, write, and publish its own newspaper, called the 
Cherokee Phoenix.

• The newspaper contributed to the unification of the 
Cherokee Nation because it helped tribe members 
communicate and share important news.
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Sequoyah & the Cherokee Phoenix
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John Ross
• In 1791, the U.S. government signed a treaty 

guaranteeing that the Cherokee nation could be 
independent and have its own government.

• The government was modeled after the U.S. federal 
government and was led by Chief John Ross.

• He was the son of a Scottish father and part-
Cherokee, part-Scottish mother.
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John Ross
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Gold Rush
• In 1829, settlers discovered gold in Cherokee territory in

north Georgia.

• The Dahlonega Gold Rush was on and thousands of 
white settlers flooded into north Georgia to get rich.

• The settlers pressured the Cherokee to give up their 
lands, and the General Assembly began passing laws 
denying the Cherokee rights to both the land and gold.
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Dahlonega Gold 
Rush
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Worcester v. GA
• The General Assembly passed a law that said whites 

could not help the Cherokee and they could not live in 
Cherokee territory without swearing an oath of 
allegiance to the governor.

• In 1832, a Christian missionary named Samuel 
Worcester refused to swear the oath because he felt it 
was his duty to help the oppressed.

• He was sentenced to prison but appealed his case all 
the way to the Supreme Court.
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Samuel Worcester
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John Marshall
• In 1832, under the leadership of Chief Justice John 

Marshall, the Supreme Court ruled in favor of the 
Cherokee in Worcester v. Georgia.

• Marshall said that Georgia must set Worcester free 
because Georgia laws were not valid in Cherokee 
territory.

• Georgia’s government was enraged by the ruling.
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Chief Justice John 
Marshall
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Andrew Jackson
• President Andrew Jackson was also frustrated by 

the decision and chose to ignore it.

• When Georgia refused to release Worcester, 
President Jackson said, “John Marshall has made 
his decision, now let him enforce it.”

• He believed firmly in Indian removal and wanted to 
get the Cherokee out of Georgia.
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President Andrew 
Jackson
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Trail of Tears
• In 1835, the U.S. government forced the Cherokee to sign a

treaty giving up all of their lands in Georgia.

• In 1838, the U.S. Army rounded up 14,000 Cherokee and 
forced them on a 800-mile march to Indian territory in 
Oklahoma.

• More than 4,000 men, women, and children died from 
disease, starvation, and exposure to the cold weather.

• This sad journey is remembered as the Trail of Tears.
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Teacher Info – Comprehension Questions

• Students should answer the questions after discussing the
presentation. Afterwards, check and share answers as a 
class.

• *You can also use this as a quiz!
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C
om

prehension
Q

uestions
1. G

eorgia’s cotton w
as shipped from

 w
hich coastal city?

2. W
hich invention greatly increased cotton production?

3. W
hich city becam

e the center of railroad traffic in the South?

4. W
hich side did G

eorgia’s N
ative Am

erican tribes side w
ith during 

the R
evolutionary W

ar? W
hy?

5. W
hich C

reek leader agreed to cede C
reek land in G

eorgia in 
1790?

6. W
hy w

as W
illiam

 M
cIntosh m

urdered by fellow
 C

reeks?

7. W
hat significant contribution did Sequoyah m

ake to C
herokee 

history?

8. H
ow

 did the D
ahlonega G

old R
ush im

pact the C
herokee?

9. W
hat w

as C
hief Justice John M

arshall’s ruling in W
orcester v. 

G
eorgia?

10. W
hat w

as the “Trail of Tears”?
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C
om

prehension
Q

uestions - K
EY

1. G
eorgia’s cotton w

as shipped from
 w

hich coastal city?
Savannah
2. W

hich invention greatly increased cotton production?
C

otton gin
3. W

hich city becam
e the center of railroad traffic in the South?

Atlanta (Term
inus, M

arthasville)
4. W

hich side did G
eorgia’s N

ative Am
erican tribes side w

ith during 
the R

evolutionary W
ar? W

hy?
British; they prom

ised to return their lands
5. W

hich C
reek leader agreed to cede C

reek land in G
eorgia in 

1790?
Andrew

 M
cG

illivray
6. W

hy w
as W

illiam
 M

cIntosh m
urdered by fellow

 C
reeks?

H
e signed a treaty to give up all C

reek land in G
eorgia.

7. W
hat significant contribution did Sequoyah m

ake to C
herokee 

history?
H

e created a C
herokee alphabet that enabled the tribe to read and 

w
rite.

8. H
ow

 did the D
ahlonega G

old R
ush im

pact the C
herokee?

Thousands of w
hite settlers put m

ore pressure on the C
herokee to 

give up their land.
9. W

hat w
as C

hief Justice John M
arshall’s ruling in W

orcester v. 
G

eorgia?
R

uled that G
A m

ust set W
orcester free because state law

s w
ere not 

valid in C
herokee territories

10. W
hat w

as the “Trail of Tears”?
Federal soldiers m

arched 14,000 C
herokee 800 m

iles to O
klahom

a; 
m

ore than 4,000 died from
 harsh w

eather, disease, and starvation
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Teacher Info – History Advertisement

• The students will create an advertisement for a technological 
advancement in Georgia’s history (either the cotton gin or 
railroads).

• The advertisement should include a colorful drawing, description of
what the product does, how it has impacted Georgia’s economy 
and why a consumer should buy it, the price, and a customer 
review. 
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H
istory

Advertisem
ent

D
raw

 an illustration of the 
invention (either the cotton gin

or railroads).

W
rite a custom

er review. (H
ow

 w
ould the invention 

help som
eone in G

A?)

PriceC
reate an advertisem

ent for a 
technological advancem

ent in 
G

eorgia’s history. Your ad 
should tell people w

hat the 
invention does and w

hy they 
need to buy it. (H

ow
 has it 

im
pacted G

eorgia’s 
econom

y?)
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H
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ent
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Teacher Info –Commemorative Coin

• Print off the Commemorative Coin handout for each student. 

• Front of Coin: The students will design a coin to represent either 
the Creek or Cherokee Indians in Georgia (during this time period).

• Back of Coin: They will write a paragraph that describes the design
and why it is significant to Georgia’s history.
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Directions: Design a coin to represent either the Creek or Cherokee Indians in Georgia. On the back, write a paragraph that describes the design and why it is significant to 
Georgia’s history.

Commemorative Coin
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Teacher Info – Citation for Injustice

• Print off the Citation for Injustice handout for each student. 

• The students will write a “ticket” to the US government (Offender) 
for its poor treatment of Native Americans. They should describe 
how the government treated Native Americans (took land, wars, 
Trail of Tears, relocation, reservations, etc.). Then, they will write 
how they think the government should have treated the Indians.

• In the “polaroid picture”, they will draw a scene that shows the poor
treatment of Native Americans.
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Citation for Injustice
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Photographic Evidence

Ticket Number 67483928-22
Offender: Date:
Describe the Offense:

Instead, the lawbreaker should have:

Signature:



Teacher Info – Txt Msgs

• The students will write text messages between Andrew 
Jackson and John Marshall that were sent after the 
Worcester v. Georgia case.

• The first message should portray how Jackson felt about 
the decision (and his thoughts on Indian Removal in 
general).

• The second message is Marshall’s response to Jackson’s 
text.
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Txt Msgs 
Directions: Based on what you know

about Indian Removal and the 
Worcester v. Georgia case, what do 
you think text messages between 

President Andrew Jackson and Chief 
Justice John Marshall would say? 

Write a message from Jackson 
sharing his thoughts regarding 

Marshall’s decision. In the second 
message, write Marshall’s response 

to Jackson’s text.

Jackson
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Teacher Directions – “Guess Who?”
Ticket Out the Door

• Print the “Guess Who?” graphic organizer for each 
student. 

• Students will read each description and write down the 
person that it’s describing.
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Guess Who?
Directions: Can you guess the significant people below based on their descriptions? Write each person’s name on the line in each box.

U.S. President who supported Indian 
Removal

______________________________

Signed a treaty with President 
Washington to give up some Creek 

lands 

______________________________

Leader of the Cherokee government

______________________________

Created the Cherokee alphabet that 
enabled the tribe to read and write

______________________________

Signed a treaty to give up all Creek 
lands in Georgia; murdered by Creek

______________________________

U.S. Supreme Court Justice who 
ruled in favor of the Cherokee

______________________________
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Guess Who? - KEY
Directions: Can you guess the significant people below based on their descriptions? Write each person’s name on the line in each box.

U.S. President who supported Indian 
Removal

Andrew Jackson

Signed a treaty with President 
Washington to give up some Creek 

lands 

Chief Alexander McGillivray

Leader of the Cherokee government

Chief John Ross

Created the Cherokee alphabet that 
enabled the tribe to read and write

Sequoyah

Signed a treaty to give up all Creek 
lands in Georgia; murdered by Creek

Chief William McIntosh

U.S. Supreme Court Justice who 
ruled in favor of the Cherokee

John Marshall



Thank You!
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Thank you so much for downloading this file. I sincerely hope you find it helpful and that your students 
learn a lot from it! I look forward to reading your feedback in my store.

If you like this file, you might want to check out some of my other products that teach social studies 
topics in creative, engaging, and hands-on ways.

Best of luck to you this school year,

Ansley at Brain Wrinkles 
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