
Appendix B:  Springboard ELA Curriculum



Grade 7 Curriculum Map 

Unit 1: The Choices We Make - 7 weeks: 5 structured with 2 flex weeks 

 

Embedded Assessments Reading 
Writing and Research 

1: Revising a Personal Narrative about Choice 

2: Creating an Illustrated Myth 

Goals: To use knowledge of genre 
characteristics and structures to analyze 
texts

To examine plot elements in narrative writing

Genres: poetry, personal narrative, a memoir 
excerpt, myths, a fable, informational texts 

Key Texts: “The Road Not Taken,” “Choices,” 
“The Scholarship Jacket” Excerpt from Bad 
Boy, “Why Couldn’t I Have Been Named 
Ashley?” “Phaethon,” “Arachne,” Aesop’s 
“The Burro and  the Fox,” Huveane and Clay 
People,” “Mbombo,” “The Creation of Earth, 
Sky, Animals, and Man"

Goals: To apply techniques to create 
coherence and sentence variety in writing 

To apply revision techniques in preparing 
drafts for publication 

Focus Area: Narrative Essential Questions 

Language and Writer’s Craft 

Goals: To apply techniques to create 
coherence and sentence variety in writing 

To apply revision techniques in preparing 
drafts for publication 

Focus Areas: sentence variety, coherence, 
punctuating coordinate adjectives, 
pronouns and antecedents 

How do authors use narrative elements to create a 
story? 

What are the elements of effective revision? 

Targeted Common Core State Standards 

RL.7.1, RL.7.2, RL.7.3, RL.7.4, RL.7.6,   RL.7.10; 
RI.7.1, RI.7.2, RI.7.3, RI.7.5, RI.7.6, RI.7.10;  
W.7.2, W.7.3, W.7.4, W.7.5, W.7.7, W.7.9, W.7.10;
SL.7.1, SL.7.2, SL.7.4, SL.7.5;
L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3, L.7.4, 7.5, L.7.6

Speaking and Listening 

Sharing and Responding in Writing Groups 
Sharing and Discussing Textual Evidence 
Collaborating to Analyze Text 
Collaborating to Create a Poster  

Vocabulary 

Academic: effect, coherence, internal 
coherence, external coherence 

Literary: genre, denotation, connotation, 
figurative language, narrative, sensory 
details, folklore, myths, symbol 

Writing to Sources : Activities 1.3, 1.4, 1.11 
Narrative Writing Prompt: 1.5 
Citing Textual Evidence: Activities 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.11, 1.12, 
1.14, 1.15,  
Revision: Activities 1.6, 1.7,  1.8, 1.9  
Researching a Phenomenon and Creating a Poster: Activities 
1.13,  1.15, 
Reader/Writer Notebook and Key Ideas and Details 
Questions: ongoing 
Unit Assessment: online 

Additional Assessment Opportunities 



Grade 7 Curriculum Map 

Unit 1 Pacing and Planning Guide 5 weeks structured with 2 flex weeks

Dates SpringBoard Activities and 
Assessment Opportunities 

Differentiation for Student 
Needs 

District Expectations and 
Opportunities for Additional 

Instruction 
Suggested Dates* 
3 periods Orientation, policies, procedures, book 

collection, etc. 
1 period  Unit 1: The Choices We Make 

1.1: Previewing the Unit - Unpack 
Embedded Assessment 1  

Students and teacher unpack the EA with 
Stoplight Organizer and manipulative 
stickies to measure level of understanding. 

Display unpacking graphic organizer on classroom 
wall to be referred to throughout the unit. 

1 period 1.2: Exploring the Concept of Choice - 
Paraphrase and analyze quotes related to 
choices  
-Prepare a “Choices” portfolio

L1: Option of reading text in home language 

1 period 1.3: Choices and Consequences: Paired 
Poetry - Compare Diction of 2 Poems, 
Writing Prompt 

L1: audio performance available on 
SpringBoard Digital  
Conduct a word sort of words related to 
consequence and add them to the word 
wall. 
Advanced learners: Students can select a 
third poem of their choice to include in 
their analysis. 

Short Cycle Assessment for ELA Grade 7 Unit 1 
Activity 1.3 

2 periods 1.4: Exploring the Personal Narrative –
Graphic Organizer 
LC 1.4: Language Checkpoint: Using 
Possessive Nouns 
–Practice

Introducing the Strategy: Metacognitive 
Markers 

Writing To Sources: Explanatory Text can be 
assigned for homework and/or checked for 
grade  Timed Writing Opportunity

2 periods 1.5: Analyzing Language - reading excerpt 
of “Bad Boy” and Brainstorming/Narrative 
Writing Prompt 

To support the vocabulary of sensory 
details, students can label sensory details 
with a sketch of the appropriate body part 
(i.e., sight=eye). 

Narrative Writing Prompt should be used as 
starting point for Embedded Assessment  

Language and Writer’s Craft: Sentence Variety
Cursive Writing Practice Opportunity 



2 periods 1.6: Timed Writing: Choosing a Topic and 
Drafting a Personal Narrative- timed 
writing 

Note: 1 period for writing prompt where 
students plan using figurative language and 
sensory details; 1 period for Writing Group 
Conferencing/Roles 

L2-L3 
L3-L4 
L4-L5 

Differentiation can occur for the Narrative 
Writing Prompt to include graphic 
organizers and timing adjusted accordingly 

To support students in roles, desk role 
cards can be made with role name on front 
of card and question stems on back  

Narrative Writing Prompt can be checked for 
grade 

Timed Writing Opportunity

1 period 1.7: Once Upon a Time: Revising the 
Beginning - revising students’ personal 
narrative drafts from the previous activity 

L2-L3 
L3-L4 

Short Cycle Assessment for ELA Grade 7 Unit 1 
Activity 1.4-1.7 

1 period 1.8: Can You Sense it? Revising the Middle - 
Graphic Organizer, Revised Draft  

L2-L3 
L3-L4 
L4-L5
 

Introducing the Strategy: Looping 

1 period 1.9: Tie It Together: Revising the Ending- 
Graphic Organizer, Revised Draft  

L2-L3 
L3-L4 
L4-L5 

Short Cycle Assessment for ELA Grade 7 Unit 1 
Activity 1.8-1.9 

3 periods Embedded Assessment 1:  Revising a 
Personal Narrative about Choice 

Use strategic grouping for writing groups. Embedded Assessment should be graded using 
Scoring Guide  
-Scoring Guide can be broken down into 3 
summative grades: 1. Ideas, 2.Structure, 3. Use of 
Language

1 period 1.10: Previewing Embedded Assessment 2: 
- Unpack Embedded Assessment 2

Students and teacher unpack the EA with 
Stoplight Organizer and manipulative sticky 
notes to measure level of understanding. 

Display unpacking graphic organizer on classroom 
wall to be referred to throughout the unit. 

1 period 1.11: Expanding Narrative Writing: 
Myths and Folklore – Plot Diagram

Model how to complete a plot diagram, 
provide terms and specific examples of 
each element

2 periods 1.12: Poor Choices: “Phaethon” – Close 
Reads, Writing Prompt  

2 periods 

1 period 1.14 Animals as Symbols - Close Read “The 
Burro and the Fox”, Graphic Organizer 

L2-L3 
L3-L4 
L4-L5 
Extend 

Check Your Understanding can be used as Exit Slip 

Extend

Consider using a think aloud to model how 
characters are developed through conflict 
and dialogue. 

1.13: A Matter of Pride: Graphic Organizer, 
Research

Wanted poster as optional assignment 
and/or extension activity 

Wanted Posters can be collected for a formative 
grade 

Short Cycle Assessment for ELA Grade 7 Unit 1 
Activity 1.11-1.12 

nyia.mccants
Highlight

nyia.mccants
Cross-Out



2 periods 1.15:  Creation Myths from Around the 
World - Close Reads “In the Beginning,” 
“Voices of the Ancestors: African Myth,” 
“The Creation of Earth, Sky, Animals, and 
Man,” Graphic Organizer, Generated 
Ideas for an Original Myth 

Day 1: Close Reads and text-dependent 
questions 
Day 2: Collaborative groups to generate 
ideas 

Natural phenomenon graphic organizer can 
be completed in groups with each student 
assigned an element: 1.)characters; 2.) main 
conflict and character choices; 3.) setting; 
4.) lesson learned/theme 

Graphic organizer can be collected for grade 
and/or turned in with Embedded Assessment 

4  periods Embedded Assessment 2: Creating an 
Illustrated Myth 

Suggested Timeline: 
Day 1: Plan/Draft 
Day 2: Revise/Edit 
Day 3: Final Draft 
Day 4: Illustration  

Embedded Assessment should be graded using 
Scoring Guide  
-Scoring Guide can be broken down into 3 
summative grades: 1. Ideas, 2.Structure, 3. Use of 
Language

5 periods Flex Days Flex Days are at teacher discretion and may be 
used for remediation of skills, extension of 
activities including Writing Workshops, library 
lessons,  and/or testing (NWEA, STAR, etc.) 
There are two end of unit assessments available 
online or to download on the SpringBoard website. 
ELA Grade 7 Unit 1 Multiple Choice 
ELA Grade 7 Unit 1 Open-Response 



Grade 7 Curriculum Map 

Unit 2: What Influences My Choices? 7 weeks

 

a

Embedded Assessments Reading Writing and Research 

1: Writing an Expository Essay and Participating in 
a Collaborative Discussion 

2: Writing an Argumentative Essay 

Goals: To understand how our lives are affected by media 
and advertising 

To identify and analyze the use of appeals, language, and 
 
rhetorical devices in informational and argumentative 

texts 

Genres: informational texts, online film, news articles, 
essays, speeches, online article, student essay 

Key Texts: “How Kids Can Resist Advertising and Be 
Smart Consumers,” "Mobile Kids,” “Re: Advertising in the 
New York Times for Kids” from Campaign for a 
Commercial-Free Childhood website, The Myth of Choice: 
How Junk-Food Marketers Target Our Kids “More 
Companies Market Directly to Kids,”  “America, The Not-
So-Beautiful, 
”Another Study Highlights the Insanity of Selling Junk 
Food in School Vending Machines,” “Ain’t  I a Woman?” 
“Nobel Lecture” “Should We Live Life, or Capture It?,” 
“The Joy of Instragram,” “Screen Time?” 

Goals: To write an argumentative essay 

Focus Areas: Argumentation  

Essential Questions 
Language and Writer’s Craft 

Focus Areas: revising for cohesion and 
clarity, revising for precise language and 
formal style, sentence variety, sentence 
structure and transitions, using rhetorical 
devices, phrases and clauses 

What role does advertising play in the lives of 
youth? 

What makes an effective argument? 

Speaking and Listening 

Targeted Common Core State Standards 

Goals: To engage in meaningful discourse 
within a collaborative group

To provide and accept constructive 
feedback from others

Sharing and Responding in Writing Groups 
Sharing and Discussing Textual Evidence 
Collaborating for Discussions 
Collaborating for Research 
Viewing Diverse Media 
Collaborating to Analyze 
Collaborating in Debate 

RI.7.1, RI.7.2, RI.7.3, RI.7.4, RI.7.5, RI.7.6, RI.7.7, 
RI.7.8, RI.7.9, RI.7.10;  
W.7.2, W.7.4, W.7.5, W.7.7, W.7.8, W.7.9, W.7.10;
SL.7.1, SL.7.2, SL.7.6;
L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3, L.7.4, L.7.5, L.7.6

Vocabulary 

Academic: text features, credibility, primary source, 
secondary source, valid, claim, counterclaim 

Literary: informational writing, rhetoric, Thesis 
statement 

Writing to Sources: Explanatory Text: Activities 2.4, 2.5, 2.6, 
2.8, 2.9 
Argument Writing Prompts: Activities 2.13, 2.14, 2.15 
Citing Textual Evidence: Activities 2.3, 2.6, 2.8, 2.9, 2.12, 2.13, 
2.14, 2.15 
Understanding Text Features: Activities 2.2, 2.3, 2.6, 2.7, 2.12, 
2.14, 
Evaluating Sources: Activity 2.3, 2.4, 2.6, 2.12 
Reader/Writer Notebook and Key Ideas and Details 
Questions: ongoing 
Unit Assessment: online 

Additional Assessment Opportunities 



Grade 7 Curriculum Map 

Unit 2 Pacing and Planning Guide 7 weeks structured with 1 flex week 

Dates SpringBoard Activities and 
Assessment Opportunities 

Differentiation for Student Needs District Expectations and 
Opportunities for Additional 

Instruction 
Suggested 
Dates* 
1 period 
(Suggested 
Start Date: 
10/9) 

Unit 2: What Influences My Choices? 
2.1: Previewing the Unit - Unpack Embedded 
Assessment 1  

Students and teacher unpack the EA with 
Stoplight Organizer and manipulative sticky 
notes to measure level of understanding 

Display unpacking graphic organizer on classroom 
wall to be referred to throughout the unit. 

2 periods 2.2: What is the Issue? – Close read of “How 
Kids Can Resist Advertising and Be Smart 
Consumers,” Collaborative Discussion  

L2-L3, L3-L4, L4-L5, Support, Extend In-Depth Collaborative Discussion may use Flex Days 

2 periods 2.3: Analyzing Informational Text - Close 
reads,  select a research topic, write research 
questions  

Day 1: Close Reads and text-dependent 
questions 

Day 2: Preparing for Research, Choosing a 
Research Topic, Writing a Research Question 

Reading Roles: Summarizer, Questioner, 
Clarifier, Predictor 

L2-L3, L3-L4, L4-L5, Support Extend 

Short Cycle Assessment for ELA Grade 7 Unit 2 
Activity 2.2-2.3 

1 period 2.4: How Do They Do It?  Analyzing Ads –  
TLQ L2-L3, L3-L4, L4-L5 

2.4: Extension Activity can include analyzing 
magazine and newspaper ads in groups and 
categorizing each 

Check Your Understanding may be used as a 
formative assessment

1 period 2.5: Advertising for All- Collaborative 
Discussion, Writing to Sources: Informational 
Text  Writing Prompt, Research Questions 

L2-L3, L3-L4, L4-L5 Note: There are several opportunities for discussion 
and collaboration in activity 2.5. 



Writing to Sources: Informational Text  
Writing Prompt from Activity 2.5 can be 
collected for formative grade Timed Writing 
Opportunity 

3 periods 2.6: Evaluating Sources:  How Credible 
Are They?- Graphic Organizers, Close 
Reads, Primary and Secondary Sources, 
Searching for Sources, Writing to Sources: 
Informational Text 

L2-L3, L3-L4, L4-L5, Support 

Groups can be created for the activities on 
pages 111-112. The teacher may want to 
assign sites on same topic to each group. One 
site should be a credible site while the other 
should be a non-credible site.  
See examples of hoax sites at the following 
site: 
https://teachbytes.com/2012/11/01/test-
website-evaluation-with-10-hilarious-hoax-
sites/ 

Language and Writer’s Craft: Revising for Precise 
Language and Formal Style 

Writing to Sources: Informational Text  Writing 
Prompt from Activity 2.6 can be collected for 
formative grade Timed Writing Opportunity   

 

1 period 2.7: Gathering Evidence from a Film- RAFT 
Graphic Organizer, Collaborative Discussion 
(groups) 

Collaborative Discussion Groups can be 
differentiated at teacher discretion  

2 periods 2.8: Gathering Evidence from a News 
Article-, Close Reads of article “More 
Companies Market Directly to Kids”, 
Language and Writer’s Craft, Writing to 
Sources: Explanatory Text  

Day 1: Close reads of “More Companies 
Market Diretly to Kids”, text dependent 
questions, and Check Your Understanding  

Day 2: Language and Writer’s Craft: Sentence 
Variety, Writing to Compare and Contrast, and 
Writing to Sources: Informational Text  

L2-L3, L3-L4, Support 

Short Cycle Assessment for ELA Grade 7 Unit 2 
Activity 2.4-2.8 

Writing to Sources: Informational Text 
can be collected for formative grade 

Cursive Writing Practice Opportunity

2 periods 2.9: Gathering Evidence: Bringing It All 
Together- Outline, Writing to Sources: 
Informational Text 

Teacher may choose to provide conclusion 
statements for students to choose from as 
thesis statement for essay or final statement 

Co-construct a model text to show students 
how to use the outline and RAFT as a strategy 
for organizing writing. Students create their 
own outline (may work with a partner/groups 
as teacher sees fit).  

3 periods Embedded Assessment 1:Writing an Use previous lesson’s outline to create draft Embedded Assessment should be graded using 



Informational Essay and Participating 
in a Collaborative Discussion 

Suggested: 
Day 1: Revising and Editing 
Day 2; Publishing Final Draft and Preparing for 
Discussion  
Day 3: Collaborative Discussion  

Scoring Guide 
-Scoring Guide can be broken down into 3 summative 
grades: 1. Ideas, 2.Structure, 3. Use of Language

1 period 2.10: Unpacking Embedded Assessment 2: 
Preparing for Argumentative Writing -  
Unpack Embedded Assessment 2; Select a 
topic for an argumentative essay, Group 
Graphic Organizer 

Students and teacher unpack the EA with 
Stoplight Organizer and manipulative sticky 
notes to measure level of understanding 

Display unpacking graphic organizer on classroom 
wall to be referred to throughout the unit. 

1 period 2.11: Preparing for Argumentative Writing 
– Group Norms 

Collaborative groups.  Review sample 
group norms.
Pair-Share after brainstorming to allow 
students to share a personal reflection 
about arguing

2 periods 

2 periods 2.13: Exploring and Evaluating Reasons and 
Evidence – Supporting a Claim (using 
previous lesson’s reading), Close reads of 
“Another Study Highlights…”, SOAPSTone, 
Constructing an Argument, Research Plan for 
Argument 

L2-L3, L3-L4, L4-L5, Support, Extend 
Language and Writer’s Craft: Writing Parallel 
Lists 

Cursive Writing Practice Opportunity 

2 periods 2.14: Just the Right Rhetoric: Logical Appeals 
- Rhetorical Appeals, Close Reads of “Ain’t I a 
Woman?,” and “Nobel Lecture,’ graphic 
organizer, Argument Writing Prompt

L1 
Provide additional support for understanding 
of rhetorical appeals: ethos, pathos , and logos; 
rebuttals, and refuting rebuttals 

Language and Writer's Craft: Using Rhetorical 
Devices

Argument Writing Prompt may be checked for 
formative grade 
Short Cycle Assessment for ELA Grade 7 Unit 2 
Activity 2.13-2.14 

2 periods 2.15: Differing Opinions: Acknowledging 
Opposing Claims - Close Read of “Should We 
Lie Life, or Capture It?” and “The Joy of 
Instagram,” and text-dependent questions, 
Debate Graphic Organizer, Practice Scenario, 
Argument Writing Prompt 

L2-L3, L3-L4, L4-L5 

Suggested: 
Day 1: Close read of both texts and text-
dependent questions, Working from the Text, 
and Practice Scenario 
Day 2: Plan and Present an Argument: Class 
Debate, Language and Writer’s Craft, 

Language and Writer’s Craft: Complex Sentences 

Short Cycle Assessment for ELA Grade 7 Unit 2 
Activity 2.15 

2.12: Which Claims to Believe – Close reads 
of “America the Not-So-Beautiful”, 
SOAPSTone, Writing a Claim 

Paired reading, read-aloud, or SpringBoard Digital 
audio may used for reading of “America…”  Jigsaw 
may be used for elements of SOAPSTone 

Introducing the Strategy: SOAPSTone 

SOAPSTone can be checked for grade 



Argument Writing Prompt revision of text 
(from Activity 2.14) 

1 period 2.16:  To Introduce and Conclude - Close read 
“Screen Time?,” text-dependent questions, 
Argument Writing Prompt 

Students may work with a partner or small 
group to create outline for Argument Writing 
Prompt  

Grammar & Usage Mini-Lesson: Correct Modifier 
Placement 
Short Cycle Assessment for ELA Grade 7 Unit 2 
Activity 2.15-2.16 

Argument Writing Prompt outline can be turned 
in with Embedded Assessment  

1 period LC 2.16 Language Checkpoint: 
Placing Modifiers 

Think-Pair-Share and group work are possible Practice can be checked for formative grade 

4 periods Embedded Assessment 2: Writing an 
Argumentative Essay 

Suggested: 
Day 1: Planning and Prewriting 
Day 2: Researching  
Day 3: Drafting 
Day 4: Revising and Publishing

Embedded Assessment should be graded using 
Scoring Guide  
-Scoring Guide can be broken down into 3 summative 
grades: 1. Ideas, 2.Structure, 3. Use of Language

5 periods Flex Days Flex Days are at teacher discretion and may be used 
for remediation of skills, extension of activities 
including Writing Workshops, library lessons,  and/or 
testing (NWEA, STAR, etc.) 
There are two end of unit assessments available 
online or to download on the SpringBoard website. 
ELA Grade 7 Unit 2 Multiple Choice 
ELA Grade 7 Unit 2 Open-Response 



Grade 7 Curriculum Map 

Unit 3: Choices and Consequences - 7 weeks structured with 2 flex weeks

 

Embedded Assessments Reading 
Writing and Research 

1: Writing a Literary Analysis Essay 

2: Creating a Biographical Presentation 

Goals: To use textual evidence to support 
analysis and inferences 

To evaluate, analyze, and synthesize a variety 
of informational texts 

Genres: a novel,  a news article, poetry, 
biography and autobiography excerpts, 
informational text, nonfiction text, speeches 

Key Texts: Tangerine, “To an Athlete Dying 
Young,” "Do not go gentle into that good 
night," film clips from Invictus, Nobel Peace 
Prize Biography of Nelson Mandela, excerpt 
from A Long Walk to Freedom, “Invictus,” 
excerpts from Playing the Enemy: Nelson 
Mandela and the Game that Made a Nation, 
Nelson Mandela’s Nobel Prize Acceptance 
Speech, Speeches by Great Leaders, 
Landmarks of Nelson Mandelas Life 

Goals: To write a literary analysis essay 

To create and present a biographical 
research project 

Focus Areas: Literary analysis; multimedia 
research presentation 

Essential Questions 

What is the relationship between choices and 
consequences? 

What makes a great leader? 

Language and Writer’s Craft 

Focus Areas: subordinate clauses, 
coordinating conjunctions,understanding 
phrases,  active and passive voice, 
adjectival and prepositional phrases, 
correcting dangling and misplaced 
modifiers 

Targeted Common Core State Standards 

RL.7.1, RL.7.2, RL.7.3, RL.7.4, RL.7.6, RL.7.10; 
RI.7.1, RI.7.2, RI.7.3, RI.7.5, RI.7.6, RI.7.7, RI.7.9, RI.7.10; 
W.7.2, W.7.3, W.7.4, W.7.5, W.7.6, W.7.7, W.7.8, W.7.9,
W.7.10;
SL.7.1, SL.7.2, SL.7.3, SL.7.4, SL.7.5;
L.7.1, L.7.3, L.7.4, L.7.5, L.7.6

Speaking and Listening 

Sharing and Responding in Writing Groups 
Sharing and Discussing Textual Evidence 
Collaborating for Discussions 
Collaborating for Research 
Collaborating to Present Information 
Collaborating to Create Visuals 
Viewing Diverse Media 

Additional Assessment Opportunities 

Narrative Writing Prompt: 3.2 
Writing to Sources: Informational Text: Activities 3.3 3.5, 3.6, 
3.7, 3.8, 3.9 
Informational Writing Prompt: 3.4 
Citing Textual Evidence: Activities 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 3.8, 3.9, 
3.10, 3.11, 3.12, 3.13, 3.17, 3.19, 3.20   
Book Cover Design: Activity 3.14 
Reader/Writer Notebook and Key Ideas and Details Questions: 
ongoing  Unit Assessment: online 

Vocabulary 

Academic: tone, voice

Literary: subordinate, flashback, 
foreshadowing, motif, mood, meter, 
rhyme scheme 



Grade 7 Curriculum Map 

Unit 3 Pacing and Planning Guide - 8 weeks structured with 2 flex weeks

Dates SpringBoard Activities and 
Assessment Opportunities 

Differentiation for Student Needs District Expectations and 
Opportunities for Additional Instruction 

Suggested 
Dates* 
 1 period Unit 3: Choices and Consequences 

3.1: Previewing the Unit - Unpack Embedded 
Assessment 1 

Students and teacher unpack the EA with 
Stoplight Organizer and manipulative stickies 
to measure level of understanding. 

1 period 
3.2: Reading the Novel Tangerine - 
Double-Entry Journal, Introducing the 
Strategy: Questioning the Text, 

Think-Pair-Share 

L2-L3, L3-L4, L4-L5, Support 
Introducing the Strategy: Questioning the Text 

Double-entry Journals can be checked for a grade

Cursive Writing Practice Opportunity 

1 period 3.3: There’s a New Kid in Town - Writing 
to Sources: Informational Text,  
Subordinate Conjunctions 

Language and Writer’s Craft: Writing and Revising 
with Subordinate Clauses 

Informational Text Writing Prompt can be 
collected for grade Timed Writing Opportunity

1.5 periods 3.4: Like Mother, Like Son? - Flashback/
Foreshadowing  Graphic Organizer, 
Characterization, Informational Writing 
Prompt   

L2-L3, L3-L4, L4-L5 

Suggested: (Groups or pairs highly 
encouraged for graphic organizers) 
Dat 1: Close reading of Paul’s entry for 
Monday, August 28th. Flashback and 
Foreshadowing graphic organizers 

Informational Writing Prompt can be collected 
for a grade 
Timed Writing Opportunity



Day 2: Characterization graphic organizer and 
Informational Writing Prompt

2 periods 3.5: Oh, Brother! - Graphic Organizer, Writing 
to Sources: Informational Text  

Graphic organizer should be Jigsawed 

L2-L3, L3-L4, L4-L5 

Informational Writing Prompt can be collected 
for a grade 

Timed Writing Opportunity

1.5 periods 3.6: SIFTing Through Tangerine – Quickwrite, 
SIFT graphic organizer,, Writing to Sources: 
Informational Text, Understanding Phrases 

L2-L3, L3-L4, L4-L5 Introducing the Strategy: SIFT 

Language and Writer’s Craft: Understanding 
Phrases Cursive Writing Practice Opportunity

Informational Writing Prompt can be collected 
for a grade Timed Writing Opportunity

Short Cycle Assessment for ELA Grade 7 Unit 3 
Activity 3.2-3.6 

1 period 3.7: Same Sport, Different School - Double-
entry journal, Venn Diagram, Writing to 
Sources: Informational Text 

L2-L3, L3-L4, L4-L5 Writing Prompt and/or Venn Diagram can be 
graded 

1.5 periods 3.8: Seeing is Believing - Graphic Organizer,, 
Writing to Sources: Informational Text, 
Active vs. Passive Verbs  

L2-L3, L3-L4 

Suggested: 
Day 1: Reading of Tangerine (and/or review) 
through Friday, November 10th 
Day 2: “Amazing Grace” versions from 
YouTube, graphic organizer, Informational 
Writing Prompt, and Language and Writer’s 
Craft lesson 

Language and Writer’s Craft: Active Versus 
Passive Voice 

Short Cycle Assessment for ELA Grade 7 Unit 3 
Activity 3.7-3.8 

1 period 3.9: Conflicts and Consequences -  Double 
Entry Journal, Graphic Organizer, Writing to 
Sources: Informational Text  

Teacher may decide to have carousel of 
conflicts around the room where groups move 
to each and add to the list on chart paper 

Informational Text can be turned in for a grade 

1 period 3.10: Mourning and Night – Close reads of 
“To an Athlete Dying Young” 

Students will need to read 38 pages prior to 
this lesson. Consider assigning this during 
independent reading.  

Teacher may want to project pictures of a 



laurel oak and/or other images from the 
poem 

L3-L4, L4-L5, Support, Extend 
 1.5 periods 3.11:  The Final Score - Double Entry Journal, 

Choices Outline,  Motif Graphic Organizer Ability groups can be used to assign motifs 

 

Outline can be turned in for grade or turned in 
with EA 

Short Cycle Assessment for ELA Grade 7 Unit 3 
Activity 3.9-3.11 

5 periods Flex Reading Days for Tangerine These days can be used at anytime during the 
first half of the unit for reading Tangerine  

2 periods Embedded Assessment 1: Writing a 
Literary Analysis Essay  

Suggested: 
Day1: Drafting (using outline previously 
created)  
Day2: Revising/Publishing and Reflection 

1 period 3.12: Previewing Embedded Assessment 2  
– Unpack Embedded Assessment 2, Graphic 
Organizer 

Students and teacher unpack the EA with 
Stoplight Organizer and manipulative sticky 
notes to measure level of understanding. 

Quotes from graphic organizer can be broken 
down into groups 

Display unpacking graphic organizer on classroom 
wall to be referred to throughout the unit. 

1 period 3.13: Nelson Mandela in Hollywood - 
Graphic Organizers 

L1, L2-L3, L3-L4 

Jigsaw Sections of Clips Graphic Organizer 
1 period 3.14: A Long Walk to Peace – Close read “The 

Nobel Peace Prize…”, KWHL Graphic 
Organizers, Close Read of “A Long Walk to 
Freedom…”, Genre Graphic Organizer, 
Adjectival and Prepositional Phrases 

L2-L3, L3-L4, L4-L5, Support, Extend Language and Writer’s Craft: Adjectival and 
Prepositional Phrases 
Cursive Writing Practice Opportunity

2 periods 3.15: Planning for Research and Citing 
Sources  - Research Groups, Internet Source 
Evaluation Chart, Sample citations and 
annotations 

L2-L3, L3-L4, L4-L5, Support **Teacher may want to use flex day(s) in 
conjunction with this lesson to visit the library for 
librarian to visit class or a lesson with the school 
librarian on citations and annotations 

Citation and annotation note cards can be 
collected for a grade 

1 period 3.16:Visual Impact  - Quickwrite, 
Visuals/Timeline, Presentations 

L2-L3, L3-L4 Timeline can be collected for grade 

2 periods 3.17: Comparing Text and Film – Close reads 
of “Playing the Enemy,” film clip viewing 
with graphic organizer

Consider assigning one piece of the graphic 
organizer for Viewing the Film Invictus to 
each group. Use jigsaw strategy to share 
answers. 

Graphic organizer can be checked for grade 

Short Cycle Assessment for ELA Grade 7 Unit 3 
Activity 3.12-3.17 



1 period LC 3.17: Language Checkpoint: 
Using Pronouns 

Pronouns can be added to the Embedded Assessment 
Scoring Rubric as criteria and graded 

1 period 3.18: Follow the Leader - Close read of  
“Nobel Prize Acceptance Speech,” Quickwrite, 
Discussion, Research Group, Dangling and 
Misplaced Modifiers 

Research groups to be created either by 
student choice or at teacher discretion  

Language and Writer’s Craft: Dangling and 
Misplaced Modifiers 

2 periods Embedded Assessment 2: Creating a 
Biographical Presentation 

Suggested: 
Day 1: Planning and Prewriting/Researching 
Day 2: Creating/Rehearsal  

2 periods Presentation of Embedded Assessment 2 : 
Creating a Biographical Presentation 

Embedded Assessment should be graded using 
Scoring Guide  
-Scoring Guide can be broken down into 3 summative 
grades: 1. Ideas, 2.Structure, 3. Use of Language

7 periods Flex Days Flex Days are at teacher discretion and may be used 
for remediation of skills, extension of activities 
including Writing Workshops, library lessons,  and/or 
testing (NWEA, STAR, etc.) 
There are two end of unit assessments available 
online or to download on the SpringBoard website. 
ELA Grade 7 Unit 3 Multiple Choice 
ELA Grade 7 Unit 3 Open-Response 



Grade 7 Curriculum Map 
Unit 4: How We Choose to Act - 8 weeks 

 Embedded Assessments Reading Writing and Research 

1: Creating and presenting a monologue

2: Performing a Shakespearean Dialogue 
Goals: To increase textual analysis skills 
across genres 

Genres: poetry, monologues, informational 
text, drama 

Key Texts: “Stopping By Woods on a Snowy 
Evening,” “maggie and milly and molly and 
may,”  “Mother to Son,” Haiku by Jose Juan 
Tablada  “Homesteaders,” clip from “Jerry 
Seinfeld: I’m Telling You for the Last Time,” 
“Dreams,” “Study Tips,” “The Raven,” “Little 
Red Riding Hood and the Wolf,” “The 
Highwaymen of Hounslow Heath,” “The 
Highwayman,” “We Wear the Mask,” 
excerpts from Twelfth Night

Focus Areas: Narrative and Creative 
Writing 

Essential Questions Language and Writer’s Craft 

Focus Areas: varying syntax for effect, 
dangling and misplaced modifiers 

How do writers and speakers use 
language for effect? 

How do performers communicate 
meaning to an audience? 

Speaking and Listening 

Goals: To strengthen verbal and nonverbal 
communication skills 

To improve oral fluency and presentation 
skills 

To collaborate on a Shakespearean 
performance 

Targeted Common Core State Standards 

RL.7.1, RL.7.2, RL.7.3, RL.7.4, RL.7.5, RL.7.6, 
RL.7.7, RL.7.9, RL.7.10; 
RI.7.2, RI.7.4, RI.7.10; 
W.7.2, W.7.3, W.7.4, W.7.5, W.7.9, W.7.10;
SL.7.1, SL.7.2, SL.7.4, SL.7.5, SL.7.6; 
L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3, L.7.4, L.7.5, L.7.6

Vocabulary 

Academic: precise, structure,  improvise, 
diagram 

Literary: persona, alliteration, assonance, 
consonance, monologue, pantomime, verse, 
prose, poetic  devices, internal rhyme, 
parody,  dialogue 

Writing to Sources Informational Text: Activities 4.5, 4.7, 4.11, 4.13 
Narrative Writing Prompt: 4.3, 4.4, 4.6, 4.7
Writing a Monologue: 4.4 
Citing Textual Evidence: Activities 4.2, 4.4, 4.6, 4.8, 4.9,  4.10, 4.11, 4.12, 4.13, 4.14, 4.15, 4.16, 4.17 
Creating Visuals: Activities 4.9, 4.10, 4.11  
Performance/Presentation: Activities 4.4, 4.6, 4.13, 4.14  
Reader/Writer Notebook and Key Ideas and Details Questions: ongoing 
Unit Assessment: online 

Additional 
Assessment 

Opportunities 



Grade 7 Curriculum Map 

Unit 4 Pacing and Planning Guide - 8 weeks 

Dates SpringBoard Activities and 
Assessment Opportunities 

Differentiation for Student Needs District Expectations and 
Opportunities for Additional Instruction 

Suggested 
Dates* 
1 period Unit 4: How We Choose to Act 

4.1: Previewing the Unit - Unpack Embedded 
Assessment 1 

Students and teacher unpack the EA with 
Stoplight Organizer and manipulative sticky 
notes to measure level of understanding. 

Display unpacking graphic organizer on classroom 
wall to be referred to throughout the unit. 

3 periods 4.2: Using Language for Effect - Oral 
Interpretation, Writing Prompt 

L1, L2-L3, L3-L4,L4-L5 
Suggested: 
Mini-lesson on poetic devices may be 
necessary 

Day 1: Read poem, second read, working from 
text, check your understanding. 
Day 2: Conduct close read of poems 
“maggie and milly and molly and may,” 
“Mother to Son,” “Haiku,” "Homesteaders” and 
text dependant questions 
Day 3: Oral interpretation and Writing to 
Sources 

Writing to Sources can be collected for grade 
Timed Writing Opportunity 

3 periods 4.3: Analyzing a Comedic Monologue – 
Graphic organizer, Writing Prompt 
(Suggested: 2 periods)  

L2-L-3, L-3-L-4 
Suggested: 
Day 1-2  Shared Reading about performance, 
Watch clip, discussion questions, Assign 
Discussion Groups View clip second time, 
Work on graphic organizer 

Day 3 Language and Writer's Craft 

Writing Prompt can be collected for grade and/or 
performed for grade  

Timed Writing Opportunity

Cursive Writing Practice Opportunity



Narrative Writing Prompt 

2 periods 4.4: Analyzing and Presenting a Dramatic 
Monologue – Graphic Organizer, Monologue 
Presentation, Writing a Monologue 

L2-L3, L3-L4, L4-L5 
Suggested: 
Day 1: Prepare for an Oral Interpretation, 
Read one of the monologues “The Paper 
Avalanche,” “Dreams,” "Study Tips," "The 
Children's Crusade" 
Close read, answer text dependant questions. 
Introduce Choral Reading Strategy,  student 
presentations. Language and Writer's Craft 

Day 2: Writing a Monologue 

Introducing the Strategy: Choral Reading 

Language and Writer's Craft: Varying Syntax for 
Effect 
Cursive Writing Practice Opportunity

Writing a Monologue can be checked/collected for 
a grade. 

2 periods 4.5: Analyzing and Responding to Narrative 
Poetry  - Writing Prompt 

L1, L2-L3, L3-L4, L4-L5 
Suggested: 
Day 1: Review poetic devices, complete 
graphic organizer, set purpose for reading,  
listen to “Raven”. Jigsaw discussion questions. 
Day 2: Working from the Text, Writing to 
Sources: Informational Text 

Grammar & Usage Mini-Lesson: Relative 
Pronouns 

Writing to Sources: Informational Text can be 
checked/collected for a grade  

Short Cycle Assessment for ELA Grade 7 Unit 4 
Activity 4.5-4.8 

3 periods 4.6: Transforming a Traditional Tale – 
Graphic Organizer, Creative Writing Prompt 

Suggested: 
Day 1: Close read Little Red Riding Hood, 
second read, answer text dependant 
questions, working from the text. 
Day2-3:  Narrative writing prompt, 
performing your monologue. after 
presentation reflection. 

Narrative writing prompt can be checked/ 
collected for a grade. 

Timed Writing Opportunity

3 periods 4.7 Using Language to Develop Theme L2-L3,L3-L4,L4-L5 
Suggested: 
Day1: Close read The Highwayman of 
Hounslow Heath, reread and answer text 
dependant questions, working from the text. 
Day 2: Close read “The Highwayman,” second 
read, jigsaw text dependant questions, 
introduce RAFT strategy and complete 
graphic organizer. 

Introducing the Strategy: RAFT 

Narrative Writing Prompt can be 
checked/collected for a grade. 

Timed Writing Opportunity



Day 3: Narrative Writing Prompt 

4 periods Embedded Assessment 1: Creating and 
Presenting a Monologue 

1 period 4.8 
 Previewing Embedded Assessment 2 and 
Performing Shakespeare - Unpack Embedded 
Assessment 2 

Students and teacher unpack the EA with 
Stoplight Organizer and manipulative sticky 
notes to measure level of understanding. 

Display unpacking graphic organizer on classroom 
wall to be referred to throughout the unit. 

4.9 
Putting on the Mask – SIFT 

Suggested: 
Day 1-2: Close read We Wear the Mask, 
second read and answer the text dependant 
questions. Work from the text using SIFT 
strategy. Create Mask. 

1 period 4.10: 
Improvisation - Visual Representation 

Suggested: 
Think-pair-share to create a list of characters 
who have disguised their identity. 
Twelfth Night Plot Summaries, Create Visual 
Representations. 

Short Cycle Assessment for ELA Grade 7 Unit 4 
Activity 4.10-4.11 

2  periods 4.11: Analyzing and Delivering a 
Shakespearean Monologue  - Choral 
Reading   

Suggested: 
Day 1: Close read Monologue from Twelfth 
Night, second read and answer text 
dependant questions, working from text. 
Day 2: Listen to actor performing monologue, 
take notes using graphic organizer for 
interpretations. 

Short Cycle Assessment for ELA Grade 7 Unit 4 
Activity 4.12-4.14 

1 period 4.12: Acting for Understanding -  Dialogue  L2-L3, L3-L4, L4-L5 
Suggested: 
Close read, second read and answer text 
dependant questions 

2 periods 4.13:  Interpreting Character in Performance 
- Writing to Sources; Informational Text

Suggested: 
Day 1: Close read Twelfth Night Act 1, Scene 4-
5 
Second read , answer text dependant 
questions. working from text. 
Day:2 Writing to Sources: Informational Text 

1 period 



4.14: Stage Directions -  Performed Scene

4.15: Exploring Theatrical Elements  - 
Performance Plan, Annotated Scene

Have students use the Scoring Guide for Embedded 
Assessment 2 to help them evaluate and revise their 
performance.  

4 periods Embedded Assessment 2: Performing a 
Shakespearean Dialogue 

3 periods Flex Days Refer to cover page for information regarding flex 
days. 
There are two end of unit assessments available 
online or to download on the SpringBoard website. 
ELA Grade 7 Unit 4 Multiple Choice 
ELA Grade 7 Unit 4 Open-Response 

1.5 periods 

2 periods 



Grade 8 Curriculum Map 
Unit 1: The Challenge of Heroism (Suggested Time: 8 weeks) 

 

1: Writing a Hero’s Journey Narrative 

2: Writing a Definition Essay 

Goals: To analyze and synthesize a variety 

of texts to develop an original definition of 

hero 

To analyze and evaluate expository texts for 

ideas, structure and language 

Genres: novel excerpts, film clips, a short 

story, narrative poetry, poetry, articles, an 

autobiography excerpt, an essay 

Key Texts:  Excerpts from A Wrinkle in Time, 

excerpts from The Odyssey, “A Man,”  

“Sonnet 116,”  “Where I Find Heroes,” 

Excerpt from White House Funeral Sermon 

for Abraham Lincoln, “O Captain, My 

Captain!” “Frederick Douglass,” Excerpt 

from The Narrative of the Life of Frederick 

Douglass, an American Slave, “A Definition 

of a Gentleman” 

Goals: To create an original illustrated 

narrative based on the Hero’s Journey 

Archetype 

To develop expository texts using strategies 

of definition 

Focus Areas: Narrative, Expository 

Focus Areas: Revising and Editing, Verbs 

and Mood, Transitions and Quotations 

Academic: context, technique, synonyms, 

antonyms, formal, concise, function, negation 

Literary: archetype, imagery, setting, point of 

view, conflict, protagonist, mood, plot, pacing, 

epic, tone, diction, denotation connotation, 

nuance, definition essay, allegory, coherence, 

thesis 

Sharing and Responding in Writing Groups 
Sharing and Discussing Textual Evidence 
Collaborating for a Presentation 
Collaborating to Apply an Archetype 
Collaborating to Analyze Texts 

What defines a hero? 

How does the Hero’s Journey 

archetype appear in stories throughout 

time? 

Narrative Writing Prompts: Activities 1.6, 1.7, 1.9  
Expository Writing Prompts:  Activities 1.13, 1.14, 1.16, 1.17 
Citing Textual Evidence: Activities 1.3, 1.6, 1.7, 1.9, 1.12, 1.13, 1.14, 1.16 
Creating Visuals: Activities 1.4, 1.6, 1.7, 1.9   
Presentation: Activity 1.11 
Reader/Writer Notebook and Key Ideas and Details Questions: ongoing 
Unit Assessment: online 

CCSS.ELA-Lit.RL.8.1, 8.2, 8.3, 8.4, 8.5, 8.10;
CCSS.ELA-Lit.RI.8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 8.6, 8.10;
CCSS.ELA-Lit.W.8.2, 8.3, 8.4, 8.5, 8.7, 8.8,
8.9, 8.10;
CCSS.ELA-Lit.SL.8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 8.6;
CCSS.ELA-Lit.L.8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 8.6

Embedded Assessments 
Reading Writing and Research 

Additional 

Assessment 

Opportunities 

Essential Questions 

Speaking and Listening Targeted Language Arts Delaware Standards

Language and Writer’s Craft 

Vocabulary 



Grade 8 Curriculum Map 
Unit 1 Pacing and Planning Guide 

Dates SpringBoard Activities Differentiation for Student 
Needs 

District Expectations and 
Opportunities for Additional Instruction 

First Nine 
Weeks 

Unit 1  
The Challenge of 
Heroism 

An idea for differentiating
instruction when the text
is more complex, is to
complete the activities that
accompany a specific text
as a whole group with
teacher modeling chunking
material and eliciting
responses from students.
Ex. The Drummer Boy of
Shiloh, The Odyssey

Teacher could elect to
substitute less complex
text to illustrate the
various stages of the
Hero’s Journey Archetype

Use video clips to
introduce concepts or
challenging texts.

Give a mini-lesson on
genre and sub-genre in
literature and writing.
(Define
informative/expository
essay, narrative essay, and
argumentative essay).
This will help they keep

Use State Reading Assessments at teacher’s discretion (pre-
test/ post-test, formative assessment, to model reading 
strategies, etc.). 

Suggested use of supplemental instruction in grammar, 
conventions, and technology (Microsoft Word, basic typing and 
publishing skills). 

A strategy for incorporating grammar mini-lessons a bell 
ringers is to use the mentor sentence strategy. 
(provide a model sentence, students copy and notice 
grammar/conventions, label punctuation/parts of speech, 
students imitate the model sentence, students revise original 
sentence, students edit their own sentences. 
http://middleschoolteachertoliteracycoach.blogspot.com/2013/09/using-
mentor-sentences-to-improve.html 

Articles of the week can provide additional support for FSA. 
Some suggested sites: 
http://vms.vale.k12.or.us/articles-week 
https://www.engageny.org/ 
https://newsela.com/ 
(For NewsELA create a sign in and the site contains articles with 
the ability to differentiate, contains quizzes, and contains 
writing prompts) New articles appear daily. 

Begin building Vocabulary/Literary terms notebook. 



track of the different types 
of writing that they will 
focus on. 

Days 1-5 Activities 1.1-1.4 
Understanding 
Challenges, Opening 
with Imagery, Visual 
Techniques 

 1.1-.5 day  
 1.2-1.5 days 
 1.3-2 days 
 1.4-1 day  

Activity 1.4 could use a 
commercial as opposed to movie 
clips to demonstrate the 
film/visual techniques in order to 
conserve time. This allows activity 
1.4 to be done in 1 period instead 
of 2.  

Suggested Commercials for framing, angle, lighting 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=45Vok2fM7Lg 
(Jeep Commercial w/singing animals) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nVM5xXbUOtY 
(Optus w/singing animals) 
*Commercials could also introduce persuasive techniques.
What message(s) does the commercial give the viewer?

Days 6-17 Activities 1.5-1.9 
Understanding the 
Hero’s Journey 
Archetype, Departure, 
The Initiation, Language 
and Writer’s Craft: 
Revising and Editing, 
The Return 

 1.5-3 days 
 1.6-2 days 
 1.7-3 days 
 1.8-2 days 
 1.9-2 days 

In activity 1.5, the whole movie 
Batman Begins or the selected 
movie clips can be used to 
illustrate the framework of the 
Hero’s Journey Archetype in 
conjunction with the graphic 
organizer.  Pause to allow 
students time to complete graphic 
organizer. 

As a precursor to activity 1.8, the 
teacher might want to use an 
exemplar paper to model revision 
and editing as a whole class 
before the students work with in 
groups with their drafts. 

http://ed.ted.com/lessons/what-makes-a-hero-matthew-winkler 

(Video to explain the Hero’s Journey Archetype) 

Model/create a writer’s checklist as a whole group. 

Days 18-
20 

Embedded Assessment 1 Writing a Hero’s Journey 
Narrative 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OOgYKm-h3gU 
(Shmoop video writing a narrative) 

Day 21 Activities 1.10-1.11 The 
Nuance of Tone 

To add to the tone activity, students could create sentences 
using the words from the activity to illustrate the meaning of the 
words. 

Days 22-
27 

Physical and Emotional 
Challenges, Definition 

Activity 1.13 prezi slideshow 
http://prezi.com/rv68zwx9f44w/writing-a-definition-essay/ 



Strategies, Historical 
Heroes: Examples 
Activities 1.12-1.14 

 1.12-2 Days 
 1.13-1 Day 
 1.14-3Days 

Model SOAPStone using another 
piece of informational text. 

Article: Twin Towers High-Wire 
Walk, 40 Years Later 

If time permits, view 
accompanying video clip showing 
Phillip Petit’s walk 

Activity 1.13 may be difficult to fit 
into 1 period without leaving out 
some of the steps. 

Mocco Limping is available in a PDF online 

http://www.history.com/news/the-twin-towers-high-wire-
walk-40-years-ago ( informational text) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mAZppPSbxxs 
(you tube video) 

Day 28 Language and Writer’s 
Craft: Transitions and 
Quotations 
Activity 1.15-2 Days 

Use RADCAB (relevancy, appropriateness, detail, currency, 
authority, bias) as well as  

Days29-
31 

Negation Strategy for 
Definition, Expository 
Writing Focus: 
Organization 
Activities 1.16-1.17 

 1.16-1 Day 
 1.17-2 Days 

If there is time left in the 9 weeks, 
you could pull in some more 
poetry to work on TPCASTT (Still 
I Rise by Maya Angelou) and also 
continue grammar mini lessons. 

http://ed.ted.com/lessons/comma-story-terisa-folaron 
(comma usage video) 

Days 32-
33 

Embedded Assessment 2-
2 Days 

Writing a Definition Essay 



Grade 8 Curriculum Map 
Unit 2: The Challenge of Utopia (Suggested Time: 8.5 weeks) 

2: Writing an Argumentative Essay 

Goals: To analyze a novel for archetype and 

theme 

To analyze and evaluate a variety of 

expository and argumentative texts for 

ideas, structure, and language 

Genres: an essay, a short story, a novel, an 

informational text, articles 

Goals: To develop informative/explanatory 

texts using the comparison/ contrast 

organizational structure 

To develop effective arguments using 

logical reasoning, relevant evidence, and 

persuasive appeals for effect  

Focus Areas: Expository, Argumentative 
Essential Questions 

Reading 
Embedded  Assessments 

1: Writing an Expository Essay 

Writing and Research 

Vocabulary 

Academic: compare/contrast, utopia, 

dystopia, argument, debate, controversy, 

research, search terms, universal, seminar, 

Socratic 

Literary: antagonist 

To what extent can a perfect or ideal 

society exist? 

What makes an argument effective? 

CCCS.ELA-Lit.RL.8.1, 8.2, 8.3, 8.4, 8.5, 8.6, 8.9, 8.10; 
CCCS.ELA-Lit.RI.8.1, 8.2, 8.3, 8.4, 8.5, 8.6, 8.8;  
CCCS.ELA-Lit.W.8.1, 8.2, 8.3, 8.4, 8.5, 8.6, 8.7, 8.8, 
8.9, 8.10; CCCS.ELA-Lit.SL.8.1, 8.3,8.4, 8.6; 
CCCS.ELA-Lit.L.8.1, 8.2, 8.3, 8.4, 8.5, 8.6 

Targeted Language Arts Delaware Standards

Argumentative Writing Prompts: Activities 2.13, 2.15, 2.16 
Expository Writing Prompts:  Activities 2.2, 2.3, 2.5.2.7, 2.9 
Citing Textual Evidence: Activities 2.2, 2.3, 2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 2.8, 2.11, 2.13, 2.15, 2.16 
Creating Visuals: Activities 2.4, 2.5   
Socratic Seminar/Discussion/Debate: Activity 2.6, 2.8, 2.12, 2.17 
Annotated Bibliography: Activity 2.16 
Reader/Writer Notebook and Key Ideas and Details Questions: ongoing 
Unit Assessment: online 

Additional 

Assessment 

Opportunities 

Goals: To understand the use of active and 

passive voice 

 Focus Areas: embedding direct quotations, 

active and passive voice, maintaining voice 

and mood  

Sharing and Responding in Writing Groups 
Sharing and Discussing Textual Evidence 
Collaborating for Research 
Collaborating for Debate 

Language and Writer’s Craft 

Speaking and Listening 



Grade 8 Curriculum Map 
Unit 2 Pacing and Planning Guide 

Dates SpringBoard Activities Differentiationfor Student Needs District Expectations and 
Opportunities for Additional Instruction 

Second Nine 
Weeks 

Unit 2  
The Challenge of Utopia 

Use State Reading Assessments at teacher’s 
discretion (pre-test/ post-test, formative 
assessment, to model reading strategies, etc.). 



Suggested use of supplemental instruction in 
grammar, conventions, and technology (Microsoft 
Word, basic typing and publishing skills). 

A strategy for incorporating grammar mini-lessons 
a bell ringers is to use the mentor sentence strategy. 
(provide a model sentence, students copy and notice 
grammar/conventions, label punctuation/parts of 
speech, students imitate the model sentence, 
students revise original sentence, students edit their 
own sentences. 

Articles of the week can provide additional support 
for FSA.  Some suggested sites: 
http://vms.vale.k12.or.us/articles-week 
https://www.engageny.org/ 
https://newsela.com/ 
(create a sign in and the site contains articles with 
the ability to differentiate, contains quizzes, and 
contains writing prompts) New articles appear 
daily. 

Begin building Vocabulary/Literary terms 
notebook. 

Days 1-2 Expository Writing: 
Compare/Contrast 
Activities 2.1-2.2 

 2.1-.5 day 
 2.2-1.5 days 

Preview the unit 

Scaffold compare/contrast using 
real world examples. Use 
brainstorming and introduce 
graphic organizers to use for 
compare/contrast. Ex. Venn 
diagram, T-chart, etc. 

Create a writing folder (portfolio) containing 
resources in which all final drafts of student works 
are kept.   

Suggested resources: list of transition words, 
graphic organizers, writing frames, rubrics, PEEL 
paragraph writing strategy. 

Days 3-4 Utopian Ideals and Dystopian 
Reality 
Activity 2.3-2 days 

Activate background knowledge 
about utopia/dystopia.  Brainstorm 
possible types of utopias.  Have the 
students work in groups to create 
their own  utopian society 

DVD 2081 (from izzit.org) 
Adaptation of Harrison Bergeron 



developing rules/norms.  Share 
with the group.  Is it possible to 
have a perfect society? 

Days 5-10 Understanding a Society’s Way of 
Life, Contemplating Conflicting 
Perspectives, Questioning Society 
Activities 2.4-2.6 

 2.4-2 days 
 2.5-2 days 
 2.6-2 days 

The Giver: When reading The Giver 
use audio CD’s to model fluency 
and reading with expression. 

2.6 Introduce Socratic Seminar and 
model and/or show video 
demonstrating the strategy. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6pGVR6ZF_2M 

(video on conducting a Socratic Seminar) 
Days 11-16 A Shift in Perspective: Beginning 

the Adventure, Navigating the 
Road of Trials, The End of the 
Journey 
Activities 2.7-2.9 

 2.7-2 days 
 2.8-2 days 
 2.9- 2 days 

Provide the students with a copy of 
the stages/steps of Hero’s Journey 
Archetype from the graphic 
organizer on p.16 (can be 
downloaded as a PDF and copied 
and pasted) 

Watch again the Hero’s Journey video 
http://ed.ted.com/lessons/what-makes-a-hero-matthew-
winkler 

Days 17-18 Embedded Assessment 1-2 days Write an Expository Essay 
Days 19-20 Understanding Elements of 

Argumentation 
Activities 2.10-2.11 

 2.10-.5 day 
 2.11-1.5 days 

Review the differences in claim, 
evidence, and reasoning. Review 
argument essay rubric.  Provide a 
mini-lesson on writing a good 
thesis statement. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8wxE8R_x5I0 
(video thesis statements) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-lzGy5gizKg 
(video argumentative writing) 

Days 21-28 Don’t Hate-Debate! 
Activities 2.12-2.16 

 2.12-2 days 
 2.13-1 day 
 2.14-1 day 
 2.15-2 days 
 2.16-2 days 

Activity 2.12 would take longer due 
to the debate and having to 
teach/scaffold this activity. 

Ethos, pathos, and logos video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O2dEuMFR8kw 

Days 29-30 Activities 2.17-2 days Teacher could select a topic and 
sources of informational text to use 
this activity as a practice exercise 
for FSA Writing. 



Numerous graphic organizers exist on the internet 
for argumentative writing. 

Days 31-32 Embedded Assessment 2 Teacher may want to provide a list 
of topics to choose from for the 
debatable essay Embedded 
Assessment. 

Philosophical Chairs strategy 
(which is an AVID strategy) could 
be incorporated for debating. 

http://ed.ted.com/lessons/comma-story-terisa-folaron 

Continue to conduct grammar mini-lessons 

http://www.d120.org/assets/ 
1/avid/Using_Philosophical_Chairs.pdf 



Grade 8 Curriculum Map 
Unit 3: The Challenge to Make a Difference (8 weeks) 

 

 

1: Presenting Voices of the Holocaust 

2: Presenting a Multimedia Campaign 

Goals: To analyze the development of a 

theme or central idea of a text 

Genres: memoirs, poetry, a children’s book, 

film clips, a drama excerpt, novels, a diary 

excerpt, a speech excerpt, informational 

texts, an article 

Key Texts teacher-selected Holocaust 

narratives, excerpt from Night, “First They 

Came for the Communists,” Terrible Things: 

An Allegory of the Holocaust, film clips from 

Life is Beautiful, excerpts from The Diary of 

Anne Frank, excerpt from The Boy in the 

Striped Pajamas, excerpt from The Diary of 

a Young Girl, excerpt from Elie Wiesel’s 

Nobel Peace Prize Acceptance Speech, from 

Do Something! A Handbook for Young 

Activists, “Famine as a Weapon…It’s Time to 

Stop Starvation in Sudan” 

Goals: To research an issue of national or 

global significance 

To create an informative and persuasive 

multimedia presentation 

Focus Areas: Narrative, Expository 

Goals: To strengthen writing through the 

effective use of voice and mood  

Focus Areas: Voice and Mood for Effect, 

Participial Phrases, Clauses 

Goals: To engage effectively in a range of 

collaborative discussions 

Engaging in Literature Circles 
Collaborating for Researching and Presenting 
Viewing Diverse Media 

Why is it important to learn about the 

Holocaust? 

How can one person make a 

difference? 

CCCS.ELA-Lit.RL.8.1, 8.2, 8.3, 8.4, 8.5, 8.6, 8.7, 8.8, 
8.10; CCCS.ELA-Lit.RI.8.1, 8.2, 8.3, 8.4, 8.5, 8.6, 8.7, 
8.8, 8.10; CCCS.ELA-Lit.W.8.1, 8.2, 8.3, 8.4, 8.5, 8.6, 
8.7, 8.8, 8.9, 8.10; CCCS.ELA-Lit.SL.8.1, 8.2, 8.3, 8.4, 
8.5, 8.6; CCCS.ELA.L.8.1, 8.2, 8.3, 8.4, 8.5, 8.6 

Embedded Assessments Reading Writing and Research 

Essential Questions 

Speaking and Listening 

Targeted Language Arts Delaware Standards 

Language and Writer’s Craft 

Academic: communication, resume, 

euphemism, slogan, campaign, media, 

media channels, target audience, evaluate 

Literary: enunciation, call to action, found 

poem 

Narrative Writing Prompt: Activities 3.8 
Expository Writing Prompts:  Activities 3.5, 3.9, 3.10  
Argumentative Writing Prompts: Activity 3.15  
Citing Textual Evidence: Activities 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 3.10, 3.11, 3.12, 3.15, 3.17, 3.18, 3.19 
Presentation: Activity 3.7, 3.8, 3.11  
Research/Investigation:  Activities 3.14, 3.16 
Reader/Writer Notebook and Key Ideas and Details Questions: ongoing 
Unit Assessment: online 

Additional 

Assessment 

Opportunities 

Vocabulary 



Grade 8 Curriculum Map 
Unit 3 Pacing and Planning Guide 

Dates SpringBoard Activities Differentiation for Student 
Needs 

District Expectations and 
Opportunities for Additional Instruction 

Third Nine 
Weeks 

Unit 3 
The Challenge to Make a 
Difference 

Continue the same game plan as in unit 1 and 2 for 

meeting district expectations and teaching the standards. 

D1-3 Collaborating to Preview 
Holocaust Narratives, 
Understanding Literature Circle 
Discussions 
Activities 3.1-3.3 

 3.1-.5 day 
 3.2-1.5 days 
 3.3-1 day 

Activity 3.3 could be done as a 
whole-class activity to model the 
literature circles as opposed to 
separate groups.   

Literature circles could also be 
done using short stories or articles 
as opposed to novels.  Review 
roles of Literature Circles. 

Practice Preparing for Discussions 
(expectations as a speaker, 
expectations as a listener) p.163.  
Use double entry journal to note 
key points by speakers. 

Could use Jigsaw strategy 

Some Suggested Holocaust Narratives: 

Passage to Freedom by Ken Mochizuki 
The Boy on the Wooden Box by Leon Leyson 
Night by Elie Wiesel 
A Holocaust Narrative by Jack Adler 
Child of the Holocaust by Jack Kuper 



Video Documentaries could be 
used to differentiate instruction or 
to supplement the literature 
circles. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g2bahri0kbw 
(CNN documentary survivors of Auschwitz) 

Days 4-6 Making Thematic Connections, 
Analyzing an Allegory 
Activities 3.4-3.5 

 3.4-2 days 
 3.5-1 day 

Model Chunking, choral reading, 
and close reading strategies 

Terrible Things: An Allegory of the Holocaust by Eve 
Bunting (picture book) 

Days 7-12 Dangerous Diction, Exploring 
the Museum, Presenting Voices 
Activities 3.6-3.8 

 3.6-1 day 
 3.7-2 days 
 3.8-3 days 

Activity 3.7 may take an additional 
day depending on research. 

Review diction, connotation, and 
denotation 

Guided research 

Several you tube videos contain useful Holocaust 
background information. 

Research project in Activity 3.8 will need internet 
access to look at the Holocaust Memorial Museum 
site. http://www.ushmm.org/ 

Days 13-19 Finding Light in Film, Dramatic 
Tone Shifts, The Wrong Side of 
the Fence, Creating a 
Memorable Opening 
Activities 3.9-3.12 

 3.9-2 days 
 3.10-2 days 
 3.11-2 days 
 3.12-1 day 

Suggestion:  Use Life is Beautiful 
clips as a mini-lesson for the 
contrast between mood and tone.  
The overall tone is serious 
(backdrop of Holocaust) while the 
mood can be humorous at times. 

3.11 Miep’s Interview 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aDU34fvA9C4 

Life is Beautiful: film clips from DVD 

The Diary of Anne Frank  DVD 

The Boy in the Striped Pajamas DVD 

Days 20-21 Embedded Assessments 1-2days 
Presenting Voices of the 
Holocaust 

To supplement or replace the 
embedded assessment the 
students could create a found 
poem with the theme “finding light 
in darkness” and present that to 
the class. 

Review key elements of conducting a panel 
discussion (talking points, details from text, 
commentary/analysis, and discussion questions. 

Days 22-25 Making a Difference, Never 
Forget, Never Again 
Activities 3.13-3.15 

 3.13-.5 days 
 3.14-1 day 

Activate Prior knowledge about 
public service and responsibility to 
help others. 

3.15 video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_lJ-
8wx-MBo  
(Elie Wiesel) 
https://www.youtue.com/watch?v=mAywDN3dYJU 



 3.15-2 days (Elie Wiesel Night trailer) 

Days 26-31 Students Taking Action, From 
Vision to Action, Examining 
Media Campaigns, Raising 
Awareness 
Activities 3.16-3.19 

 3.16-2 days 
 3.17-2 days 
 3.18-1 day 
 3.19-1 day 

Students can do a 
compare/contrast with North 
Korea and Holocaust Germany 
based on the videos. 
3.18 may take two days 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PvfiHmOFY78 
(I Escaped a North Korean Prison Camp) 

Days 32-35 Embedded Assessment 2-4 days 
Presenting a Multimedia 
Campaign 

If there is time left in the 9 weeks, 
you could work on grammar, read 
the rest of The Diary of Anne 
Frank, or go deeper into the 
Holocaust 

The Diary of Anne Frank  play 
By Francis Goodrich and Albert Hacket 



Grade 8 Curriculum Map 
Unit 4: The Challenge of Comedy (Suggested Time: 8.5 weeks) 

a 

1: Writing an Analysis of a Humorous 

Text 

2: Performing Shakespearean Comedy 

Goals: To analyze how a variety of authors 

create humor in print and nonprint texts 

To analyze how humor is used to reveal a 

universal truth or theme 

To analyze a scene from a Shakespearean 

comedy 

Genres: essays, comic strips, political 

cartoons, an article, film clips, a short story, a 

novel excerpt, poetry, drama, an 

informational text 

Key Texts: “Made You Laugh,” from 

Brothers, “I’ve got a few pet peeves about 

sea creatures,” “The Open Window,” from 

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, “They Have 

Yarns,” “Mooses,” “Is Traffic Jam 

Delectable?” “The Power of Pets,” print and 

film excerpts from A Midsummer Night’s 

Dream, from “Fear Busters—10 Tips to 

Overcome Stage Fright” 

Goals: To write a well-developed analysis of 

a humorous text  

Focus Areas: Narrative, Expository, 

Goals: To understand verbals and how they 

are used in writing 

Focus Areas: verbals 

Academic: juxtaposition, caricature, deride, 

denounce 

Literary: satire, persona, irony, dialect, yarn, 

alliteration, comedy, performance 

Goals: To perform a scene from a 
Shakespearean comedy 

Sharing and Discussing Textual Evidence 
Sharing and Responding in Writing Groups 
Collaborating for Performance 

How do writers and speakers use 

humor to convey truth? 

What makes an effective performance 

of a Shakespearean comedy? 

Narrative Writing Prompt:  Activities 4.4, 4.13  
Expository Writing Prompts:  Activities 4.3, 4.4, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 4.8, 4.9, 4.10 
Citing Textual Evidence: Activities 4.2, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 4.7, 4.8, 4.10, 4.11, 4.15 
Rehearsal/Performance: Activities 4.14, 4.16, 4.17, 4.18, 4.20 
Visual Representation:  Activity 4.13   
Reader/Writer Notebook and Key Ideas and Details Questions: ongoing 
Unit Assessment: online 

CCCS.ELA-Lit.RL.8.1, 8.2, 8.3, 8.4, 8.5, 8.6, 8.7, 
8.9, 8.10; CCCS.ELA-Lit.RI.8.1, 8.2, 8.3, 8.4, 8.5, 
8.6, 8.10; 
CCCS.ELA-Lit.W.8.2, 8.3, 8.4, 8.5, 8.7, 8.9, 8.10; 
CCCS.ELA-Lit.SL.8.1, 8.2, 8.4, 8.5, 8.6; 

CCCS.ELA-Lit.L.8.1, 8.4, 8.5, 8.6 

Embedded Assessments Reading Writing and Research 

Additional 

Assessment 

Opportunities 

Essential Questions 

Speaking and Listening 

Targeted Language Arts Delaware Standards 

Language and Writer’s Craft 

Vocabulary 



Grade 8 Curriculum Map 
Unit 4 Pacing and Planning Guide 

Dates SpringBoard Activities Differentiation for 
Student Needs 

District Expectations and 
Opportunities for Additional Instruction 

Fourth 
Nine Weeks 

Unit 4 
The Challenge of 
Comedy 

Continue the same game plan as in unit 1 and 2 for meeting district 
expectations and teaching the standards. 

Days 1-4 Understanding the 
Complexity of Humor, 
Classifying Comedy 
Activities 4.1-4.3 

 4.1-.5 day  
 4.2-2 days 
 4.3-1 day 

4.2 presentation http://prezi.com/9cwz1gasr41n/an-analysis-of-
humor/  
http://ed.ted.com/lessons/shakespearean-dating-tips-anthony-john-
peters 

Days 5-11 Humorous Anecdotes, 
Finding Truth in 
Comedy, Satirical 
Humor 
Activities 4.4-4.6 

 4.4-3 days 
 4.5-2 days 
 4.6-2 days 

4.5 video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-1t9dg5dzQo 

Days 12-22 Elements of Humor: 
Comic Characters and 
Caricatures, Comic 
Situations, Hyperbole, 
Comic Wordplay, 
Planning and Revising 
an Analysis of 
Humorous Text 
Activities 4.7-4.11 

 4.7-2 days 



 4.8-2 days 
 4.9-2 days 
 4.10-2 days 
 4.11-3 days 

Days 23-25 Embedded Assessment 
1-3 days

Writing an Analysis of 
Humorous Text 

“Priscilla and the Wimps” 

Days 26-30 Creating Context for 
Shakespearean 
Comedy, Insulting 
Language 
Activities 4.12-4.14 

 4.12-1 day 
 4.13-3 days 

Insulting Language    
 4.14-1 day 

4.13 video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fXrMBRwhCio&list=PLOQyg6FSnED8U4pK_gKWmBRMODWL7mfAb  

Days 31-33 Close Reading of a 
Scene, Acting 
Companies and 
Collaborative Close 
Reading 
Activities 4.15-4.16 

 4.15-1 day 
 4.16-2 days 

Days 34-39 Facing the Challenge of 
Performance, Working 
with Acting Companies 
and Focus Groups, Same 
Text, Different Text, 
Dress Rehersal 
Activities 4.17-4.20 

 4.17-1 day 
 4.18-2 days 
 4.19-2 days 
 4.20-1 day 

Days 40-42 Performing 
Shakespearean 
Comedy 

If there is time left in the 9 
weeks, you could work on 
grammar 



Embedded Assessment 
2-3 days
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