
“Doing	Nothing	is	Something”	by	Anna	Quindlen

Answer the following questions using complete sentences.  All answers should be written using pen
and on a clean sheet of notebook paper.  Staple these questions to your answers.  You do not have 
to rewrite the question.  

1. What are some of the author’s memories of her childhood summers?
2. What does the author believes inspires creativity?
3. What does the author mean when she says that kids are “overscheduled”?
4. How does the author think families should spend the family time they take back?
5. Why does the author think parents schedule so many activities for their children?
6. What does she believe many children lack today?
7. Quindlen claims that children need downtime in the summer.  Why does she think so?
8. Summarize the main change that Quindlen proposes in her essay.  
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