In The Matter Of:
Department of Education
Las Americas Aspira Academy of Dover

Public Hearing
April 8, 2019

Wilcox & Fetzer, Ltd.
1330 King Street
Wilmington, DE 19801
email: depos@wilfet.com, web: www.wilfet.com
phone: 302-655-0477, fax: 302-655-0497

.
‘A

WILCOX & FETZER LTD.

Origina File Dept of Ed Las Americas Aspira 04-08-19 Hearing.txt




STATE OF DELAVWARE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON

CHARTER SCHOOL OFFI CE

I N RE: PUBLI C HEARI NG OF LAS AMERI CAS
ASPI RA ACADEMY OF DOVER

Newar k Free Library
750 Li brary Avenue
Newar k, Del awar e

Monday, April 8, 2019
5:00 p.m

BEFORE: WALI W RUSHDAN, 11,
Board Menber

LEROY TRAVERS,
Lead Educati on Associ at e,
Charter School Ofice

ALSO PRESENT: LEONDRA BROWN, I nterpreter

W LCOX & FETZER
Regi stered Prof essional Reporters
1330 King Street
W I m ngt on, Del aware 19801
(302) 655-0477
wwv. Wi | fet. com

'
WILCOX & FETZER LTD
Registered Professional Reporters

(302) 655-0477
www.wilfet.com




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

MR, TRAVERS: Good eveni ng,
everyone. | declare this public hearing to
be open.

My nane is Leroy Travers. I''m
the | ead educati on associ ate for the
Charter School O fice at the Del aware
Depart nent of Education, and |'ve been
appoi nted by the Secretary of Education to
conduct this public hearing.

At this tine | ask the person
to ny left to introduce hinself for the
recor d.

MR. RUSHDAN: Sur e.

Good eveni ng, everyone.

My nane is Wali Rushdan. I'm
one of the nenbers of the State Board of
Educati on. It's definitely a pleasure to
be here tonight with the Las Aneri cas
ASPI RA Acadeny conmunity. And | | ook
forward to hearing your coments about your
school tonight.

So thank you very nuch.

MR. TRAVERS: Las Aneri cas

ASPlI RA Acadeny has filed an application for
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a major nodification to their charter. As
is required by law, the natter was referred
to the Charter School Accountability
Comm ttee for investigation and report.
This joint public hearing is being held by
t he Del aware Departnent of Educati on and
the State Board of Education to receive
public comments on the application.

| would Iike the record to
reflect that the notice of tine, date, and
pl ace of today's public hearing was
publ i shed in The News Journal on
January 28th, 2019. In addition, notice
was posted at the Charter School
Accountability Commttee's official place
of busi ness on the Del aware Departnent of
Education's official website and on the
State Public Meeting Cal endar on the
State's official website on January 7th,
2019. Furt hernore, the applicant was
personally notified of the tinme, date, and
pl ace of today's public hearing on
January 17, 20109.

A court reporter is present so
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that a record of this hearing can be nade.
It will be necessary for each speaker to
clearly identify his- or herself before
begi nning to speak so that the court
reporter will be able to note who you are.
When you cone up to spoke, please stand or
sit where Ms. Lopez-VWaite is at this
nonent .

The record of this hearing wl|l
be provided to the Secretary of Educati on
and nmenbers of the State Board of Educati on
together wwth any witten or el ectronic
comments received during the course of the
nodi fi cati on applicati on process.

W will proceed in the
foll ow ng manner: First we wll hear from
any representatives of the charter school
who Wi sh to comment on the nodification
applicati on. Then we w il take coments
from anyone el se who desires to speak.

There are sign-up sheets to ny
left where Ms. Massett is raising her hand.
If you desire to speak, please nake sure

you Signh up now.
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" m going to pause for just a
second for a nonent to permt anyone who so
desires to speak to sign up now, as this
w |l be your | ast chance to indicate that
you W sh to speak.

Pl ease renenber that we reserve
the right tolimt coment if it is purely
repetitive or cunul ati ve.

At this point I wll accept
comments from any representatives of the
school .

MS. LOPEZ- VWAI TE: I just want
to thank everybody for com ng out this
eveni ng. As you know, we have our
application for the high school, and this
is the final phase of the approval process.
So your comments -- and |I'm so gl ad that
VWali is here, one of our State Board of
Educati on nenbers, because it is now goi ng
to be up to the State Board of Education to
deci de whet her to approve our application.
So it's really inmportant that they not only
see your support but they hear your

support. So thank you so nmuch for being
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her e. And | don't want to take away from
your tinme and Iimt any of your coments,
so I'll just pass it off to them

MR TRAVERS: Ckay. Any there
ot her representatives fromthe school that
would |Ii ke to speak?

Ckay. At this tine we w il
accept comments fromthose who have
expressed the desire to speak. "Il cal
your nane. Pl ease renenber to identify

yoursel f before you begin your coments.

Ckay. First we have Kellie
Cruz.

M5, CRUZ: Hel | o. I"'mKellie
Cruz. | used to be just a parent. I --

both of ny children attend ASPI RA And |

| ove the school -- everything that this
school was about -- so nmuch that | quit ny
j ob. I had a good job at Bank of Aneri ca.

I ended up quitting that job to cone to the
school because | felt that it was the
community I wanted to not only have ny kids
in but I wanted to be in and help with as

wel | .
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Before | started ny work
career, | had a great opportunity to travel
alot. And in that traveling, you realize
how much ot her countries value different
| anguages. And t he inportance of know ng
nore than just one | anguage is so nuch
that's what | want for ny chil dren. It is
part of their cul ture. But, besides that,
t he i nportance of | anguage is so great that
| can't even say it enough.

Ri ght now -- pl ease correct ne
if 1" mw ong. But once they | eave ASPI RA,
there is no way they can conti nue to grow.
My son -- ny oldest is currently in fifth
gr ade. He i s out speaki ng Spanish of his
cousi ns, who are in seventh and ei ghth
grade at a public school, because they
don't offer the | anguage that we do at
ASPI RA. For themto stop when they | eave
woul d be so sad. They need to be able to
conti nue that grow h. Hopeful l y, we can
grow t hat hi gh school into nore than just
Spani sh al so. So if they could pick up

mul ti ple | anguages -- it's been proven,
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once you | earn one | anguage, it's easier to
pi ck up anot her and anot her. Let' s keep

t hat growt h goi ng. W need that, not only
in -- here in Delaware but just in general.
So | really hope that you woul d consi der
havi ng this high school.

That's it.

MR. TRAVERS: Thank you.

Ki m Wyt e.

M5, VWHYTE: Hel | o.

My nane is KimWyte. I am not
only a proud ASPI RA team nenber, but |I'm
al so a parent of a fourth grader.

Conti nued charter school
expansi on and overall growh allows nore
students to be better served by having
educat i onal choi ce. This is especially
true when a school |i ke ASPI RA keeps up to
speed on all things educationally rel ated,
i ncludi ng i nformati onal resources, school
grow h, and the advancenent of the charter
school as a whol e.

It is no secret that, as

charter schools |i ke ASPI RA have becone
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nor e popul ar, opposition has grown.
However, it's unfair to hold mnority
parents and students hostage in
underperformng district/feeder schools.
ASPI RA Hi gh School woul d decrease the
probability of that scenario from
conti nuously occurri ng.

Overall, charter schools |ike
ASPI RA have provided an entrepreneuri al
chall enge to the status quo and delivered
results to make it worth expandi ng.
Recently, a Stanford study concl uded t hat
not only do charter school s provide
significantly higher levels of growth in
mat h and readi ng for all students, but
mnority and | ow i ncone students benefit
di sproportionately nore. This is true
bef ore consi dering that the
possibilities -- what the possibilities
woul d actually be in a dual | anguage
envi ronnent .

Yes, charter schools are
becom ng a bigger part of the United States

educati on system every year. And for about
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1,000 famlies -- if we have a high

school -- ASPIRA would offer a nuch needed
choice that's different than a

one-si ze-fits-all public school.

Expandi ng ASPI RA to the high
school | evel provides hundreds to thousands
of children with the ability to conti nue
their dual | anguage education in a
fam |l y-oriented environnent that provides
for their needs through educators who are
dedi cated to knowi ng their students as
i ndi vi dual s.

Al l ow ng these children an
opportunity to continuously utilize the
skills and strategies they are taught
w thout interruption will not only ensure
success and foster a lifelong | ove of
|l earning with bonds that shall never be
broken but wll also allow for
uni nt errupt ed devel opnent and acqui sition
of a second | anguage proven to denoli sh
barriers in the world beyond the cl assroom

Due to limted tine, | wll end

t here. However, |'m urgi ng the Departnent
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of Education to strongly consider the
approval of the ASPI RA H gh School as we
continue to do our parts as citizens to
paint a picture in the m nds of our young
peopl e of a world where we can all work

t oget her.

Thank you.

MR TRAVERS: Mar gi e Ri ver a.

MS. Rl VERA: Good eveni ng.

My nane is Margi e Ri vera. ' m
actually a foundi ng nenber of Las Anericas
ASPI RA Acadeny Charter School . I'"m al so a
menber of ASPI RA of Del awar e.

Many years ago when ASPI RA of
Del awar e was founded, we had a dream W&
had a vi si on. And t hat dream and vi si on
nmeant inclusivity to a | anguage,
opportunity, and the desire to ensure that
our famlies, as well as our children,
could reach to the stars.

In ny capacity now, | work as
fam |y engagenent manager. It astounds ne
every single day when | see the faces, the

camar aderi e, the |l earning styles of the

'
WILCOX & FETZER LTD
Registered Professional Reporters

(302) 655-0477
www.wilfet.com




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

12

children that are there, and the
inclusivity that we engage our famlies to
be a part of that process. There is very
few school s that have an opportunity to do
that with a -- such a diverse popul ati on

t hat we have here at the charter school .
We're probably, if nenory serves ne
correctly, one of the top five charter
school s that has a | arge percent age of

di verse students and fam|li es.

Engagenent i s key. W engage
st udent s. We engage the famly. And vi ce
ver sa. You wal k t hrough the hall ways. I
have had the pl easure and the opportunity
to bring in a lot of different resources to
t he school . And the first thing that they
t hi nk about is, oh, ny gosh, the
at nosphere, the congeniality, the team ng,
the children. And it's all about the
chi | dr en. And we can't stop with eighth
gr ade.

So our vision was not just to
be a Kto 5 or Kto 8 school. Qur vi sion

was really to have a hi gh school.

'
WILCOX & FETZER LTD
Registered Professional Reporters

(302) 655-0477
www.wilfet.com




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

13

Educati on does not stop at ei ghth grade.

It is the sauce that starts them goi ng, but
it's not the neat that wll keep them

goi ng. And | think the high school, wth
the commtnent that we have to our

citizens -- and these individuals are not
just citizens of the State of Del awnar e.
These individuals will be citizens of the
wor | d. They have the conpassi on. They
have t he know edge. They have the spirit.
And we believe that we can achi eve nuch
nore given the opportunity to have a hi gh
school . So don't let us stop at K to 8.
Let us continue to grow the phil osophy that
we started wth: Every chil d counts.

Every famly nenber counts. No one shoul d
be |l eft behi nd.

Thank you.

MR. TRAVERS: | s there anyone
that cane in after we brought up the sign-
up sheets that would |Ii ke to speak at this
time?

Speakers?

A STUDENT: My nane is
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| attend ASPI RA
Acadeny. I"'min sevent h grade. And |
personally | ove the school, not just
because the way we |l earn, but the teachers
and t he environnent.
Wien | first attended school, |

was i n second grade, and | was ki nd of

scar ed. But, then, throughout the years, |
woul d adjust to the way that they, I|ike,
hel ped -- |ike the way they hel ped. And |

personally think that we shoul d have the

hi gh school because it would be so great to
have t he high school so we can keep on the
Spani sh speaki ng and the ot her | anguages
and the other | earnings that we have.

Thank you.

MR, TRAVERS: Anyone el se t hat
cane in afterwards that would like to
speak?

MS. PATRI CK: My nane is
Clissita Patrick, and | am a parent. I''m

gr andnot her . And | just wanted
to follow up with him

| did submit a letter that
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spoke nore to the whole of how | feel about
ASPI RA. However, | just wanted to say that
ASPlI RA has been -- neant a |lot to ne and ny
famly. Just as Senora Rivera spoke, it

i ncludes the whole famly. It's nore --
not so nuch just a school, but it's

i nclusive of the whole famly.

And because | have so many

children -- | have six students at -- well,
no. I have five now. I had one that
graduated on to hi gh school. And | did

have a di scussion with him And he told ne
that, you know, if there was an ASPI RA Hi gh
School that he would have continued to the
ASPI RA Hi gh School . And that spoke a | ot
to ne because he had the choice of any high
school that he want ed. He had to nake a
choi ce. For ne, it would have been better
if he would have been able to conti nue.
And | would really like to see them go on
and continue to learn at ASPIRA. And |
know t hat because they have been there.

As said, he's in the

sevent h grade now. And he started when he
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was i n the second grade. So we' ve been
there for five years. And to see where the
school started when we started to cone here
and then to see how nmuch it has grown and
with -- you know, w thout dropping the
standards for the students, it really
speaks volunes to ne, as a caregiver, a
parent. And | just really would li ke to be
able to feel the confort of having to
continue in the education in the famly way
t hat ASPI RA offers for ne. It has really

made a big difference for our famly.

Thank you.

MS. MASSETT: | s there anybody
el se?

MS. PADI LLA: Hi . ' m Cei sa
Padilla -- Ge-i-s-a, Padilla,
P-a-d-i-I-1-a.

Last tine | was in front of
this Board, | talk to you. I ama fourth

grade math teacher at ASPI RA and | am al so
a not her there. And | present to you ny
little charm ng prince over there,

He is autistic. But he has grown a lot in
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ASPI RA.

But | want to share to you
sonet hi ng that one of -- well, not one, but
a few of them |l ast Friday told ne. And
they told ne, "Ms. Padilla, you know what ?
Even t hough you are teaching us in Spanish,
we understand perfectly, even if it's not
our first | anguage."

So we are -- as a teacher, we
push -- we put so nmuch heart in our work.
Even if we teach in Spanish, they get the
conmbn cour se. They get the standards we
hid in them Even i n anot her | anguage.
That's the i nportant part. W want themto
gr ow. W want themto | earn.

And we, as a famly, in
ASPIRA -- | found out this -- great
teachers -- that they support so nmuch of
our students. And we want to conti nue
doi ng t hat. And |'m pretty sure that the
adm ni stration has the letter of
responsibility in this because they did
this wde process to select a candidate to

be a teacher. And that is very inportant.
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And al so, about that, they support us in
every way.

At the end, that is only for
t he chil dren. And |'"m pretty sure that's
goi ng to be conti nuing on on a high school.
So that's a great opportunity that -- if
you gi ve the approval to it.

Thank you.

MS. MASSETT: | s there anybody
el se? |Is there anybody that wants to
speak?

Oh, see. Look.

MS. MEDI NA: | apol ogi ze. I
cane in a little | ate.

My nane i s Laura Medi na. I

just wanted to share that | am so thankf ul
for this school. | cane here a long tine
ago. I canme from Mexi co. I was only 11.
And | didn't know any English at all. It

was a very hard struggle for ne | earning
it. And | am so thankful for the school --
f or ASPI RA.

| have a one -- one daughter.

She's a first grader. And j ust seeing
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her -- how nuch she's learned and -- it's
amazi ng. W try to keep Spanish at hone
all the way. And so she started there
until she was i n kindergarten. And she's
just -- she inpress ne so nmuch. There's
t hi ngs that she's teaching ne in Spani sh.
I"'mlike, "Wait. You are |l earning the real
Spani sh and you are actually teaching ne."
And not just that, but you are learning it
in English as well. And | am so t hankf ul
for what she has now. I didn't have. I
w sh | would have been able to have the
sane education that she's getti ng now. It
woul d have been so nuch easier, | guess,
for nyself. But I'm so happy that she's
now being able to get -- having it now.
And not just that. But, |i ke they say, you
speaki ng anot her | anguage al ways opens nore
doors, not just for job-w se but
friendship, travels, endl ess things. So |
wll be so happy if that goes nore al ong
the way to have a high school as well.

MR. TRAVERS: Thank you.

MS. MASSETT: Anybody el se?
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MS. MASTRO ANNI : Hi . My nane
is Sabrina Mastroianni, and |I'm a senior at
the University of Del aware. And |I'm
actually from New York, New Yor K. But ne
and a couple of ny other peers, we were
brought to ASPIRA to pretty nmuch cone up
and help with ideas for their new high
school to make it super innovati ve. And so
when t he kids graduate hi gh school they are
better prepared for coll ege and their
car eers. So we' ve been bounci ng back sone
ideas with them on that.

And we actually got to tour the
ASPlI RA Hi gh School . And we were bl own
away. Absol utely bl own away. The
design -- the innovative design of the
school -- fromthat and how happy all the
ki ds wer e.

| canme froma public high
school . So we had a very standard where
every period once a day we | earned a
di fferent | anguage of our choi ce. So |
l earned Italian fromseventh to twelfth

gr ade. And four years out of school |
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couldn't tell you -- not one sentence in
Italian, literally not one. And, to ne,
now | ooki ng back on all those periods, it's
al nrost a waste of tine. And i f soneone

told ne that these little kids could speak

as well as they do in Spanish, | would say,
"Absolutely no way." And we went to the
school. And they're all doing it. It's

seriously absol utely amazi ng.

And, honestly, back in high

school too where -- | got straight As in
all ny Italian cl asses. | was good in the
Italian cl asses. It's just -- it's | ost.

And all the other classes, it overshadows

t he | anguage cl asses. So I'"'mreally just
studying it to learn for the test. It gets
over shadowed. They have al nost the

expectation every day to know both

| anguages. It really is amazi ng. And
they're all so happy. It was an anazi ng
experi ence wal king into that school. And

' mj eal ous.
And now that -- even now |I'm

| ooki ng i nto study abroad, work abroad,
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m ssions trips. And | don't know any ot her
| anguage but Engli sh. And it's extrenely
limting to all the possibilities that I
would have if | were a bit nore fluent or
even just a little bit nore than I do now.
But it's very amazi ng. I"mreally
i npressed with all of you little ones too.
It's amazi ng.

Thank you.

MS. FASSANC H , everyone.

| " m Maggi e Fassano. I''m a
first grade teacher at ASPI RA This is ny
first year there. And to be honest with
you, | never knew what it was. Il lived in
this area ny whole life and driven down
Rut har Drive so many tines and was |i ke,
"What i s that warehouse?" you know. And
then when I went for ny interview, | was

li ke, "Ch, an old warehouse?" And | wal ked

in and like -- I'msorry. The girl who
just spoke just said that "I was bl own
away," like, just to see the inside of the
school .

But | also want to say a
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shout-out to ny first grade students that |
see in the audi ence tonight. The fact that
you guys are here says a | ot about you and
your parents and how i nvested in your
future that they are.

So | just wanted to say two
things that | thought about while |I was
st andi ng over there. One of themis that |
feel like there are two different ways to
see noving on, |ike continuing your
educat i on. And one way is, oh, I want a
fresh start. I want to go to a different

school where | don't know anybody, nobody

knows ne, and | can start over. But there
are a lot of us -- and especially this day
and age -- that would prefer a place where

we can feel confortable, |oved, and a
connecti on. And | think that that woul d be
a |l ot of our students. I think a | ot of
our students feel that way and that they
woul d want that to continue into a high
school where they already know what it's
going to be |like and they don't have to be

anxi ous about the first day of school
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because they have al ready been there since
ki nder . So that's. ..

M5. ARAGON: Hel | o. Good
af t er noon. |"'m Natalia Aragon. ' m an
ASPlI RA nom I think that it's very
i nportant that we have a hi gh school.
ASPI RA needs to have a hi gh school.

| have two daughters that study
i n ASPI RA. One is in eleventh grade.
She's in another charter school. And ny
second daughter, she's in sixth grade. And
I Iike that she is staying at ASPI RA Hi gh
School . We need ASPI RA Hi gh School . My
daughters -- | am from Per u. My daught ers
were born here. My second daughter | oves
the -- maybe six years -- four, six years
ol d. She start to | ost her Spanish, you
know, her nother | anguage. And when she
entered to ASPI RA, she start to talk
per fect Spani sh. My two daughters are
bi | i ngual . They speak Spani sh and Engli sh.
And | very proud not her. And |'m proud for
ASPI RA. We need the high school.

Thank you.
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MR, TRAVERS: Before she c
up, can | just see a show of hands of
anyone el se who would |i ke to speak?

MS. LA BANDA: My nane is
LaBanda. I have been at ASPI RA si nce

very first day it opened, if not befor

ones

Nancy
t he

e

even a little bit. | started off as a --

well, I"'mstill a parent. | started as a

parent and then started working there,
conti nued to work there.

| hadn't planned to speak,
| felt kind of noved or conpelled to d
because | am the ei ghth grade advi sor
t he school . So | work very closely w
our graduati ng students in hel ping the
prepare for their high school s. And -
sorry. It's not going to happen. It
becone very enoti onal when you have

students who work very, very hard and

but
O SO
at
th

m

does

t hey

cannot find a hone that kind of fits who

t hey are. So there are high schools o
t here, but many of them do not provide
fam ly, the support, and the educati on

our students are used to. And | think

ut
t he
t hat

t hat
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bui l ding a school for our students to have
that choice to continue feeling not just
the | ove they get but the acceptance that
they feel for who they are as they are
grow ng both personally and

educationally -- | think it's detri nental
to their progress really as humans to ki nd
of push them out and force themto go
sonewhere where they don't feel wel cone. I
have gi ven many hugs and w ped nany tears
of students who are forced to go to, you
know, a feeder school because the charter
schools were full or they were wait-Ilisted
and they didn't have an opportunity to do
t hat .

So, as a nother of a seventh
grader who wll be going into eighth grade
next year, | am personally begi nning to be
faced wth this. You know, where do | send
ny son? Wiat is a good fit for hinf | am
very nmuch hoping for a high school for him
to continue that opportunity and conti nue
to grow and be accepted and to just have a

choi ce. You know, | think that there are
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sone choices in Del awar e. But when it
cones to high school, it's very limted for
our students, dependi ng on where you I|ive.
You know, we are currently trying to nove
our house just to find a better option for
himto go to school.

So |l just felt conpell ed, as an
ei ght h grade advi sor, as soneone who has
been wat chi ng the school continue to grow
and i nprove, to just speak on the
i nportance for our students -- that they do
need to have an opportunity to continue to
be where their heart is, to continue to
have that hone for them

So that's all.

MS. FORBES: Hi . I'"'m Jessi e
For bes. | wasn't going to speak either,
because I'"'mdefinitely afraid of people.

But I1'm a teacher at ASPI RA Acadeny al so.
But | was driven to speak, because | have

t wo daught er s. One is in the ECDC, and the
others is in first grade. And ny -- the
one that's in the ECDC, she started when

she was four nont hs ol d. So | feel not

'
WILCOX & FETZER LTD
Registered Professional Reporters

(302) 655-0477
www.wilfet.com




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

28

only like a famly, because | work within
this environnent, but because they're
famly because they're hel ping rai se ny

chi | dr en. And it's a really big deal when
you know that you're safe and you' re goi ng
to school and they're |l earning two

| anguages. My children cone hone and -- |
don't know what they're sayi ng. But it's
sonet hing in Spanish and it's anazi ng. And

when | try and speak with themin Spani sh,

they also -- they know what |'mtal ki ng
about . But it's very little.
But | al so, though, grew up in

Sout hern Cal i forni a. So |I've been at four
different -- five different schools within
four different states. And so |'ve had
t hat experience of know ng that, |i ke, when
you're in a very great situation, it's a
good situati on. And this is an anmazi ng
school .

Like | said, it's a fantastic
famly. But it's al so sonething that --
the English and the Spanish is al so

sonet hing that's near and dear to ne,
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because | did -- | grew up very close to

t he border. So there within ny school
community -- and then the outside
community -- it was a | ot of Spani sh. And

| tried to | earn Spani sh. And it just
never stuck wth ne. So | m hopi ng that ny
chil dren, because they get to go through
this program wll be able to be bilingual.

But | also grew up in
California where we didn't have options.
There was no -- there wasn't a charter
system And so | did get to go through
school with ny friends from ki ndergarten
all the way through twel fth grade. And it
scares ne that they m ght not have that
opportunity. It worri es. And ny first
grader right now -- and I do worry that she
wll not be able to -- or that she'll have
to start over in high school. And so |
would -- | think it would be amazing if we
could continue with the high school.

That's it.

(The next speaker spoke through

the use of an interpreter.)
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MS. M LLA: Good eveni ng.

My nane is Yelina MII a. I
have a child who is in the second grade.

Her child was going to start
col l egi ate cl asses right from ki ndergarten.
She heard that it was bilingual. So when
he started -- I'mfrom anot her country. I
have a few years here. Hi s father speaks
English -- the whole famly on his father's
si de. I"'mthe only one, as his nother,

t hat speaks Spani sh. So ny son has | earned
to speak English since -- fromhis -- since
he was very little. He only spoke Engli sh
as a chil d. And | would speak to himin
Spani sh. He woul d understand a little bit,
but he woul dn't respond. He woul d al ways
respond i n English.

So he entered -- when he
entered ASPI RA, she notices the difference.
Not only can he read, but he can also wite
i n Spani sh. And |I'm very happy because he
speaks a little bit. But his progress has
been anmazi ng. And |I'm very happy because

now her child can communi cate wth her
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fam ly menbers from her native country.

And that also opens a |lot of doors for him
because now that gives himthe opportunity
to travel to other countries wth nore
confidence and to be able to comuni cate
with other cultures from other countries.
And |'ve always been interested that he

| earn bot h | anguages. And he's very happy

at ASPI RA.

She al so has himenrolled in
their sumer canp because he feels like
he's part of the fam|ly. He's famli ar

with the teachers. The teachers are
famliar with him So | feel very

sati sfi ed. | feel very happy w th ASPI RA
My son feels confortabl e. He feels like
he' s at hone. He even says he even wants
to stay in after care. But you don't
really -- because she picks her son up
after school . So there's no need for him
to stay in after care. But he has al ready
expressed his desire to stay in after care
because he |likes the activities that they

have, the ganes. And he -- and she has him
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participating in soccer -- soccer shots on
Fri days. And he's very happy. He enj oys
t he school a | ot. And | feel happy and I
feel secure. And that matters to ne. As a
not her, that natters the nost to her.

A STUDENT: My nane is
"' ma student from ASPI RA. And | i ke
ASPI RA because it's a dual | anguage program
in that | could | earn Engli sh and Spani sh
at the sane tine. And then ny friends
could |l earn Engli sh and Spani sh. And
t hroughout it, I nmean, if we have a high
school, we can keep that program grow ng.
And then our friends would be able to speak
Spani sh and English at the sanme program

(The next speaker spoke through
the use of an interpreter.)

MR, LOPEZ: My nane is Jose
Lopez. "' ma nmenber of ASPI RA I''m a
pr of essi onal, even though |I'm not
performng in ny professional studies. But
| performny duties in different areas.

ASPI RA gave ne the opportunity

to be a participant of their group. He
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bel i eves that the need for a high school
stens fromthe very need that was there
when a | ot of adults that have cone from
different countries cone to this country
with the need to speak Engli sh. Even
t hough we're Anerican citizens, as Aneri can
citizens, they still feel that there is a
|l evel of discrimnation in regards to not
bei ng abl e to speak Engli sh. I under st and
that the opportunity to have a hi gh school
can give us the opportunity that our
children can remain in the school and be
able to dom nate bot h | anguages.

MS. DANKEL: Good eveni ng.

My nane is Alison Dankel. I am
a fourth grade enrichnent teacher. I am

speaking to you as a teacher, as a parent.

And | have been an educator i n Del aware for
15 years. I have worked in district
school s. I have worked in charter school s.

I have never worked in a school where the
staff puts so much into every student's
success. And the enrichnment program-- to

see the neasures that the programdirector

'
WILCOX & FETZER LTD
Registered Professional Reporters

(302) 655-0477
www.wilfet.com




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

34

and each teacher is taking to ensure that
their students' needs are being net, that
we are teaching the whole child, that we
are | ooking at what is best for the whol e
child and not what we can fit with our
faculty or what we can fit with our
nunbers, it's amazi ng.

And | am honored to be part of
this school so nuch so that this school
year | actually pulled ny daughter from an
academ c -- rigorously academ c preschool
to enroll her in the Early Chil dhood
Educati on Center at ASPI RA And t he gai ns
that she is nmaking are -- they're
i ncredi bl e. She's com ng hone and telling
me that snowfl akes are transl ucent. What
four-year-old knows the word "transl ucent"?

Al so, conparing different
academ c prograns, the Wl ves readi ng
programis extrenely rigorous, yet
scaffolded to neet all | earners. And t he
co-teaching of the English teachers and the
Spani sh teachers and the enri chnment

teachers i s beyond conpare in any district

'
WILCOX & FETZER LTD
Registered Professional Reporters

(302) 655-0477
www.wilfet.com




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

35

and any charter school that | have worked
inin the State of Del aware.

| am as | said, honored to be
a part of the ASPI RA team I am honored to
be an ASPI RA parent. And | amvery excited
at the opportunity for our students and for
our community to have a high school to
conti nue the support, to continue this
ri gorous educati onal programm ng, and to
offer so nany opportunities for our

communi ty.

Thank you.
MS. SWFT: Hi . My nane is
Sara Sw ft. And | am a m ddl e school

enri chnment teacher and | have the
opportunity to loop with ny students from
si xth, seventh to ei ghth grade. So I'm
co-teaching in all three of those grade

l evel s in our English Hunmanities class this
year. And it's truly a blessing for ne to
be able to do that, because then | can
stretch their brains even nore by know ng
them for a | onger tine period.

And | am al so the transition
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coordi nator for our eighth grade speci al
education students. And it has been a
chal |l enge over the | ast few years, as we
have students of hi gher needs, to be able
to find appropriate placenents for them
wthin the districts and the other charter
school s. And sone of our higher needs
students unfortunately have not been
invited or accepted to the vo-tech school s,
whi ch then poses a huge problem for themin
trying to determ ne what the best academ c
setting would be for high school. So by
bei ng able to follow them fromthe
ki ndergarten to ei ghth grade ASPI RA School
to the high school would be beneficial to
t hem and make their transition that nuch
easi er and nore succinct and just fluid.
Many of the parents wll cal
us with questions and ask us for
recommendati ons for where they should --
once they have gathered their infornmation
fromthe high schools, trying to decide
where to send their child. And from a

parent's perspective, | have taken ei ght
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years of Spani sh. But ny children -- |
have a fourth grader at ASPIRA at this
poi nt . And she knows nore Spani sh than |
| earned and can comuni cate better with
ot hers speaki ng Spani sh than |I can after
the eight years that | took for high school
and col |l ege and study abroad. So t he
program that we have at ASPIRA, | think, is
very solid and chall engi ng and ri gorous.
And it's just fabulous for all the
students.

A STUDENT: My nane is ,
and "' ma third grade student at ASPI RA
And, | nean, being at ASPIRA for, |ike,

al nrost four years now makes ne really

happy, because during the years | have had
a | ot of success. And, | nean, it hel ps
that -- if there was a hi gh school. And |
just -- like, | could just go straight

t hr ough. And | could be nore confortable
and happy and -- | don't know what to say.
Thi s school is amazi ng.

MS. MASSETT: Kendal | WMassett,

Ma-s-s-e-t-t. " mthe executive director
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for the Del aware Charter School s Net wor k.

And | don't normally speak, but | just had

her explain this -- correct ne if |I'm

wWr ong. Est oy nuy orgul |l oso. I am so proud
of all of you. | started -- | was going to
stand up -- because you all weren't

t al ki ng. And then you all decided to.

Il want it on the record that
there are over 80 of you here in support of
continuing this school into high school.

It is absolutely wonderful to see all of
you here.

You nade ne cry. You can speak
to your son. He can communi cate with you.
Because of you. Because of all of you.

So everything that you' ve said
is going to be on the record. The St ate
Board is going to hear this. The Secretary
of Education is going to hear this.

M. Travers nmay say to you
bef ore you | eave, "If you have anyt hi ng
el se that you want to say, put it in
witing." Your words natter. Your voice

matters. You being here matters.
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So t hank you. And |'ve got ny

fingers crossed. If I could neke it
happen, | woul d. Il would do the wand and
make it happen. It's not a done deal. So
you bei ng here is huge. So that's all I'm

goi ng to say.

MS. GUTTI EREZ: Hel | o,
ever ybody. My nane is Erika Guttierez. I
am a nom of two beautiful kids at ASPI RA
My two kids are pretty hi gh demand. ASPI RA
is a school that has hel ped ne to nake sure
that they have proficiently ready to read
in English and Spanish like pretty much
ri ght away. I am confident of the
education that ny kids are getting. I al so
say to the state -- |'ve been going to
schools. And | realize that we don't have
many people that is bilingual in schools,
in hospitals, in any of the institutions
t hat we need that hel p. Qur Spani sh
popul ation is huge in the state. So what
are we doi ng about providing the schools or
institutions that prepare our kids to be

filling those jobs? So ny call to you is
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to think about it. This school is going to
transfer our kids' skills into bilingual
setti ngs where Spanish is going to be
hi ghly proficient. It's going to help wth
our shortness of teachers and professionals
t hat need to be speaki ng both | anguages.
Secondly, this school -- | know
there is a |lot of issues about charter

school s. This charter school is one of the

best . It's one the Latino community needed
f or decades. W need this school. We | ove
t his school . We support this school.

And the | ast neeting we brought
| i ke about forty-sonething letters of
fam lies that couldn't be here. Now, | ook
at this. Qur community needs this
school -- the program the | anguage, the
culture, the approach, the cul tural
sensitive approach. The drama and f or mal
care that we get in this school is
beauti ful . And | invite you to consi der
t hat, support this project, and gi ve us
push for it through the state. W need

i mrer si on education not just in charter
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school s but in our public schools. So t ake
t he best of this school. Thi s nodel help
us keep supporting our Kkids, support the
needs and the denmand of bilingual people in
t he state.

And that's all I'"mgoing to
say. Thank you very mnuch.

MR TRAVERS: Bef ore you start,
this is going to have to be the | ast
conment, because we are running into a tine
constrai nt. But, as Ms. Massett said, if
you have further comments, you can submt
that in witing. You can get it to the
Charter School O fice by visiting our
websi te. You can give it to
Ms. Lopez-VWaite, who will also forward it
to us. If you' re so inclined, you can give
it to Ms. Massett, and she can get it to
us.

Thank you.

(The next speaker spoke through
the use of an interpreter.)

M5, MARI A Good evening to

everyone. My nanme is Maria Yol anda Sava
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(phoneti c).

| have two children, but one
has al ready noved -- has al ready advanced.
And one is in the seventh grade. They
started ASPI RA ever since ASPI RA was under
construction, ny oldest son fromthe first

day he start ed. He's very happy to be a

part of the school. And for nme, as a
not her, | feel at ease because ny
children -- they never suffered any

bul I yi ng att acks. And t hey never suffer or
went through any type of abuse, whether it
was from a teacher or anything el se. And

t he one who has graduated felt sad that he
had to | eave. And ny other son, who's
currently a student, he's happy that he
still is a student, but he still at the
sane tine is sad because he knows that his
tine is short.

It would be a confort for her,
as a not her, that ASPI RA does advance and
to create a high school for these students
because of the infornation she's received

where there's been a history of bullying
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from ot her hi gh school s. For her, as a
not her, it would be a confort.

And she al so recommends t he
school .

And now that | have ny
grandchi l dren, she would li ke to see her
grandchi l dren al so be nurtured and be
educat ed under ASPI RA. Asi de from the
education that they're receiving at hone,
they are al so receiving great education in
t he school . It would benefit themto
conti nue their bilingual education all
t hr ough hi gh school . It woul d be excel |l ent
that it would be consi dered.

That is all, please.

MR TRAVERS: Il want to thank
everyone for your participation today. The
Secretary wll consider your conmments in
maki ng her deci sion at the concl usi on of
t he nodification application process.

This hearing is now cl osed.

(The heari ng adj ourned at

approxinmately 6:05 p.m this sane day.)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF DELAWARE

NEW CASTLE COUNTY

|, Robert Wayne WI cox, Jr.,
Regi stered Prof essi onal Reporter and Notary
Public, do hereby certify that the
f oregoi ng record, Pages 1 to 43 incl usive,
is a true and accurate transcript of ny
st enographi c notes taken on April 8, 2019,
in the above-captioned matter.

I N WTNESS VHERECF, | have hereunto
set ny hand and seal this 8th day of April,

2019, at WI m ngton, Del aware.

EESSN

Robert Wayne W/ cox, Jr., RPR
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