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MS. STOUFFER: Good eveni ng. I
declare this public hearing to be open. My
name i s Denise Stouffer. | am the Lead
Educati on Associ ate and | have been appoi nt ed
by the Secretary of Education to conduct a
publ i ¢ heari ng. The First State Montessori
Acadeny Charter School has filed an application
to renew its charred for a termof five years.
This matter has been referred to the Charter
School Accountability Commttee for
i nvestigation and report. Thi s public hearing
is being held to receive public coments.

I am here wth Catherine H ckey,
Deputy Attorney CGeneral for the Departnent of
Educati on.

| would Iike the record to
reflect that the notice of the tinme, date and
pl ace of today's public hearing was published
in The News Journal and the Del aware State News
on Septenber 17th, 2017. I n addition, notice
was posted at the Charter School Accountability
Commttee's official place of business, on the
Depart nent of Education's official website, and

on the State Public Meeting Cal endar on the
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State's official website. Further, the First
State Montessori Acadeny charter school was
personally notified of the tinme, date and pl ace
of today's public hearing on Septenber 9th,
2017.

A court reporter is present so
that the record of this hearing can be nade.

It will be necessary for each speaker to
clearly identify his or herself before

begi nning to speak so that the court reporter
wll be able to note who you are. The record
of this hearing will be provided to the
Secretary of Educati on and nenbers of the State
Board of Education, together with any witten
or electronic coments received during the
course of this renewal decision process. To
date, no comments have been received.

W will proceed in the foll ow ng
manner : First, we wll hear from any
representati ves of the charter school who w sh
to comment on the renewal application. Then we
will take comments from anyone el se who desires
t o speak. There was a sign-up sheet in the

begi nni ng of the room I wll now pause for a
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nonent for anyone who desires to sign up to
speak and has not al ready. First, I would like
a show of hands who would li ke to nake any
comments so that | can determ ne whether it may
be necessary to inpose atine limt.

(D scussion off the record.)

M5, STOUFFER: W can go back on
t he record. Il intend to try to be as |i beral
as possible with tine. However, | do reserve
the right tolimt coment if it is purely
repetitive or cunmul ati ve. At this point, I
w |l accept comments from any representatives
fromthe school.

MS. NASS: Good eveni ng. My nane
i's Yvonne Nass, and | amthe board chair at
First State Montessori acadeny.

W are so excited about our
renewal , and delighted to have this hearing and
tine to present what we have been doi ng and
where we are goi ng.

W have been very busy since the
dream started | believe in 2009, cane to
fruition four years ago. W have grown from a

baby to a toddler, and we are very busy. And
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| ast Decenber we put in an application to anend
and go up to 7th and 8th grade, that was
accepted, and so now we have a m ddl e school in
pr ogr ess.

So we are so excited. W are a
city school . We had a wonderful parade on
Monday, right on 10t h and French. W had a DJ.
They cl osed, and we were dancing in the
streets, | adies and gentl enen, and excited that
that is what we can do for the city.

And we intend to continue and to
make sure that we do what Montessori says, and
that is to create these wonderful | earners of
the future. W invite everybody to cone visit
if you are not part of our school. So t hank
you very nmuch.

MS. CARTER My nane is Beth

Carter, CGCA-R T-E-R | am on the school board,
but I'"'mhere today to talk to you to share sone
fam |y experi ences. My daughter is in 3rd

grade, she is in her third year at First State
Mont essori  Acadeny.
Prior to attendi ng the school we

never really traveled into the Cty of
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W I m ngt on. There was no need. Shops,
restaurants, boutiques, they were all in our
nei ghbor hood. We stayed i n our nei ghbor hood.
That was fine for us adults. But | think for a
child she needed this experience.

So when she started the school
she al so i ntroduced our entire famly to the
Cty of WI m ngton. Now we di ne, we shop, we
have bouti ques, and we have a great experience
wth the restaurants and the concerts and the
parks that we have experienced in the city.

So in addition to a great
education that she is receiving, she al so
receives and we as a famly receive the benefit
of the school being in the Gty of WI m ngton,
and for that | amtruly grateful.

| am al so hopeful to see you in
five years and share nore famly experi ences
with you at that tine.

M5, SALOMON: Hi . My nane is
Jani ne Sal onon. | am a board nenber, but | am
also a parent, and | actually wasn't going to
speak today so ny remarks wll be very short,

but | felt conpelled to do so because of all
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the energy | was hearing fromthe other side of
the aisle, and so that everyone under st ands
that | and everybody at First State Montessori
is equally as energetic as the fol ks we just
hear d.

So let ne just say, | am speaki ng
as a parent, and I amgoing to sound like I'm
bragging, but it is an inportant part of the

story. My daughter was identified as a gifted

child very early, |ike before her first
bi rt hday. Believe it or not, | had a doctor
call in several doctors to see what she was

doi ng. She knew her al phabet at |i ke 13
nonths, |like, so, and | didn't really know or
have ot her children, she is an only child, so
who to conpare it or anything. | didn't know
that this was gifted.

So | have a |l ot of teacher
friends, and as she approached school age they
kept saying to ne, oh, you really have to be
careful wth her because she is going to be
bored in regular school, you got to find the
right place for her. So | started to |l ook into

Mont essorii . Actually, she started when she was
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two, nostly because | | ost ny nanny and there
was a Montessori school around the corner from
me.

And once | | earned about
Montessori a little bit and this whol e
curriculumof the child leading, | was |ike,
ah, eureka, this is really what is going to
work for ny child. Because the beauty of it is
she goes at her own pace, and her pace m ght be
alittle faster than the kid next to her, but
that's the beauty of the curriculum the child
|l eads, and it works for kids on all ends of the
spectrum

| am a results-oriented person,
and | think people haven't tal ked a | ot about
i ndi vidual results here, and | hope Courtney
w il tal k about sone of our statistical
results. But | can tell you about the results
of ny chil d. My child is starting 2nd grade.
She is reading at |like a 6th grade | evel.

That's not from ne. That's fromthe school .

Al ny other friends are, |ike,
what are you doing? |I'mlike, Mntessori,
that's what |' m doi ng. And she | oves to read,
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| oves school, to the point where over the

summer | had to say: Put down t hat book

wat ch sone TV, pl ease. I nmean, she is |

and

ust in

|l ove with school, every day, loves to read, is

sel f-noti vated and dri ven. And | really

beli eve that the Montessori education is a big
part of that, the approach.
The last thing that | have to

nention is, because | have all these friends

that are teachers in other schools that
Courtney very well, and when | said that
sending ny child to First State Montesso
they said, and | quote, oh, you have got
Court ney, she is unstoppabl e force. Eve
there wll be great.

So | think we have one of

best heads of schools in the state. It

know
| was

ri,

ryt hi ng

t he

hi nk

everyone who encounters her sees that, sees the

ener gy. You shoul d have seen her in her
costune on Monday. She i s great and the
| ove her.

So | thank you for the ti
appreci ate the opportunity to comment.

MR Sl Ms: Good eveni ng.

ki ds

ne and

My nane
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is Dawayne, D-A-WA-Y-NE, Sins, S-I-MS. And
good eveni ng.

So | echo ny coll eague Jani ne. I
first should i ntroduce nyself as a parent to a
beauti ful ten-year-old girl who is in 5th grade
wth First State Montessori Acadeny. W are
proudly famly there, started out in 2nd grade.
W were very fortunate, and | do nean
fortunate, to have been selected wth the | ast
seat in 2nd grade at that tine, and |I'm very
proud of that.

So I want to start by touchi ng on
two t hings. Before | forget, | also was vice
chair of the board of directors for First State
Mont essori as wel | . | should fornmally announce
that for the record, of course.

So two areas | really want to
t ouch base on. One i s about our school and the
ot her about our student famlies, as | like to
call them

So first and forenost, Jani ne
t ouched on sonething and | think I'1Il piggyback
on that, we find ourselves at First State

Mont essori Acadeny very, very fortunate to have
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a head of school and a director of education in
Li z and Courtney, who really are uni quely and,
quite frankly, unequivocally commtted to doi ng
what is best for children first. And | want to
enphasi ze that, first, in every decision that

t hey nake at this school.

|' ve had an opportunity as a
menber of the CBOC with the school fromthe
begi nning to personally witness that in a
nunber of conversations, where they
conti nuously, whether it be financial,
academ c, curriculum based, or really just
culturally at the school, put children first
and that is, and | say uni que, uni que
characteristic, and | applaud them for that and
I think we are very, very fortunate to have
t hem runni ng our school .

Secondarily, we have a diverse
board of directors, and |I nean that in cul ture,
gender, personal experience, as well as
pr of essi onal experience, and we bring all of
that to the table with respect to governing
First State Montessori Acadeny and wor ki ng

col |l aboratively with our head of school and
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12

director of education to inplenent the goal s of
t he school . So that's very, very inportant.
And so | find that as well a huge advant age at
First State Montessori.

Cbvi ously, a dedi cated and
trai ned body of faculty and staff, and then, as
I nentioned as well, a coll aborative effort
wi th our CBOC around financial responsibility
and accountability within our school and
working well with our state representatives as
wel | . So that's very i nportant.

So what I'mreally trying to | ay
out for you with respect to the school is a
cul ture of accountability, a culture of putting
children first, and a cul ture about doi ng what
is right for our famlies and our students'’
famlies, as | like to call them which is a
good segue | think into ny second point.

Many fol ks at First State
Mont essori who are sitting here now personally
know ny story fromny child, who suffered a
traumatic brain injury at one point early in
her life, at six years old, and so we were

| ooki ng for an alternate education option, if
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you wl|. W were recommended by A. 1. DuPont
faculty and nedical staff there the Montessori
education nodel, and so | really want to
enphasi ze the i nportance of the inpact that
First State Montessori and the Montessori
educati on nodel is having on our student

fam |l i es.

And | say student famli es. Wy ?

Ri ght, because it has i npacted our students,

yes. Ri ght . We are tal king about children who

|l ove to | earn. And that is a part of our

m ssion, as our board chair so adequately

nment i oned. Qur goal is to send forth into the
world Iifelong |l earners and to commt and to
have a positive inpact on the conmmunity.
That's critical.

And we do that in our own way,
right. It is a Montessori nodel, right, and
so, but student famlies, so what am | talking
about, 1I'mtal king about not just the students

who are lifelong |l earners, but their famlies

are i npact ed. | personally have been i npact ed.

And | speak to famlies and the first thing

they say to ne: We are so happy. Ri ght . We
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are so happy that our child is in the school,
and our child is com ng hone excite about
education, our child is com ng hone excited to
| earn.

But then they go into a secondary
story about how their famly, their hone, their
culture in their hone has been i npacted because
their child is excite about | earning, because
their child is excited to cone to school the
next day.

And so what we are tal ki ng about
here really is the inpact that a school and the
peopl e who are running it and governing it are
not only having for children as they nove
forward into the world, but famlies that
currently are here.

And we are excited to be a city
school too. Ri ght . W are very excited about
t hat, about being here in WImngton, in the
city, where there are, sonetinmes may not be the
best stories com ng out of the city or, for
that matter, in any other aspect. But we are
her e.

W have a wonderful parade,
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vocabul ary parade, as we always |like to talk
about, is a highlight. W go out and do
communi ty servi ce. Children are pl anting
tulips in Rodney Square and going to the
library and their artwork in the |libraries.
That's a powerful thing for children, nine, ten
years old, to see their artwork in a public

l'i brary. Ri ght.

So we are conmtted as an
institution to this type of devel opnent and
that type of civic engagenent. So for all
t hese reasons, and nany nore, | stand before
you i n support of First State Montessori

Acadeny's renewal of their charter and, of

course, wlling to do so and support in any
other formas well. So | thank you for your
ti me.

MS. STOUFFER: At this point |
w il accept coments from anyone el se who woul d
li ke to speak.

MR STEPPI CH: Good eveni ng. My
nane is Alfred Steppich, S T-E-P-P-1-CH. When
I checked the little box on the sheet that said

woul d you li ke to nake comments, | didn't
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realize it was a full-on public speaking
affair. | think I would have dressed a little
bit nore appropriately.

But ny wife and | fully believe
in the Montessori principles, and we have been
follow ng this school since |Iong before it
opened, and we are super ecstatic to have our
daughter Ava enrolled in the school.

It is a very diverse school
wthin the city, which we think is anmnazi ng, and
it has created great partnerships wthin the
city, one of which is the First State Ball et
Theat ers Dancewor ks Program whi ch ny daughter
was fortunate to be in, and she was ecstatic,
and she dances around the house and pirouettes
and all that good stuff. She is a very high
ener gy i ndi vi dual .

The school has trenendous parent
and community i nvol venent, w th nunerous
vol unt eers supporting the schools in various
ways. One of the other things that | think is
great about the school, and it has been
nmenti oned by everyone so far | think that has

st epped up here, but FSMA creates fun | earning
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events, |like the vocabul ary day parade, where
kids got to dress up as the vocabul ary word of
t heir choi ce. And |, unfortunately, didn't get
to attend this year due to a work function, but
| ast year it was absolutely amazi ng, so nuch so
that | had to make sure that ny parents cane
down to witness it. And they, well, ny nom
truly enjoyed it. So now everyone has to cone
next year. So it wll be even bigger.

But it really is fun to see the
creativity of the kids with the word they pick
and how t hey decide to dress thensel ves up.

Most i nportantly, though, the
educati on of our children i s paranount. And |
bel i eve that ny daughter could not get a better
educati on at any other school in this area,
which is why we are ecstatic to be here.

And ultimately as parents we
don't want to |l ose the opportunity for choice,
which is why |I'm here toni ght to support FSMVA
Thank you.

M5, STOUFFER: Is there anyone
el se who desires to speak?

Does the school w sh to provide
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any closing remarks? |If not, | want to thank
you all for participating today. The Secretary
w Il consider your comments in deciding, at the
concl usi on of the renewal process, what
decision to submt to the State Board for
assent, if needed. This hearing is now cl osed.

(Proceedi ngs conclude at 6:02

p. m)
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St at e of Del awar e

N N

New Cast| e County

CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

I, Eleanor J. Schwandt, Regi stered
Merit Reporter and Notary Public, do hereby
certify that the foregoing record, pages 1 to
18 inclusive, is a true and accurate transcri pt
of ny stenographic notes taken on Cctober 17,

2017, in the above-captioned natter.

I N WTNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto
set ny hand and seal this 19th day of OCctober,

2017, at WI m ngt on.

WW

El eanor J. Schwandt
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