Driver Readiness & Expectations

Shoes: Sneakers are best; be sure your shoes tie

· No flip flips, clogs, high heels, dress shoes, or work boots – you will not drive if you are wearing these types of footwear.

Planner: Be sure to have a planner with you at all times.

Glasses/Contacts: Please wear them – even if you just wear




   them to read.

Belongings: Book bags, purse, etc. go in the rear of the SUV 



 or trunk of the car.

Attendance: Be here when you are scheduled to drive

· Meet me in the driver education classroom Room 287
· Be on time as you would to any other class

· Bring your driving card EVERYDAY – your teachers get 24 hours notice of your driving lesson

· IF you are absent, it is your responsibility to come see me to re-schedule your driving lesson.

· No ISS or OSS – we don’t have time for that so do the right thing and you won’t have those consequences

Criticism: All criticism is meant to be constructive to make 



you a better driver. Please don’t take it personally.



I will help you correct errors for your safety and 

the safety of others. Learn from your mistakes and those of others.

Student Driver Pre- Drive Tasks

Behind the Wheel Training

· Walk around car – safety check

· Enter car

· Adjust seat – foot comfortable with gas/brake pedals – heel on floor as pivot point

· Seat belt – check all passengers

· Start car – heat, a/c, defrost, headlights (low & high beams), fog lights, windshield wipers, turn signals, radio

· Adjust rearview mirror – frame out back window

· Adjust side mirrors – pitched out enough that handle of door behind you is closest to you in the mirror  and is at the half way point of the mirror (up & down)

· Emergency Brake

· Check the GAS Gauge!!! 

· Radio  - You may turn the radio on but it must be appropriate music and kept at a low volume (
Securing the Car

· Car in park

· Turn off all accessories, check windows, etc.

· Set emergency brake

· Turn car off
Driving Concepts

These are some of the concepts and skills you will need to know and be able to perform while driving through the sequence of behind-the-wheel instruction. If you are not familiar with these, become familiar with them PRIOR to your scheduled driving time. (
Right turns on red – YES! After a complete stop, check for sign, and traffic check

Know speed limits for various areas

Know sequence for pulling to and from a curb, lane changing – B,M,M,B
Lane positioning – rural roads vs. highway driving

How to use acceleration lanes and deceleration lanes

Signal 300 ft before intended turn or intersection or when changing lanes

Sequence for Right or Left turns: 

· Approach check traffic left, right, left. 

· Pre-turn the car for right turns and stay to the right of your lane

· stay to the left of your lane w/o crossing yellow line w/wheels straight on left turns. Be sure to pull up far enough when you turn you 

turn into the correct lane (don’t cut corners!!)

Stop signs/Intersections – check traffic to the left, right, left – if it is 



clear, we proceed

Reduce Speed Sign – take foot OFF the accelerator/gas pedal; look for new 




    speed limit sign, gradual use of the brake to slow the 




    car

Visual Pattern: 

· Scanning road (traffic, signs, etc.), mirrors, gauges and instrument panel.

· Check rearview mirror – as you approach an intersection, after you leave an intersection, when you change your traffic pattern in any way.

Space Cushion: 

· Following distance

· Lane positioning

· Defensive Driving – Where are you going if something goes wrong

· Pull behind a car to stop – be sure you see their tires meet the road.

Parking: 

· Foot is always covering the brake 

· Check blind spots for traffic and pedestrians

DEFENSIVE DRIVING

At the heart of defensive driving is a driver's ability to anticipate situations, including the mistakes of other drivers, especially during less-than-ideal driving conditions. 

 Here are six of the most important defensive driving techniques: 

1. Let other drivers know of your intentions early
Sudden stops, turns and lane changes often lead to accidents because they catch other drivers by surprise. Hence, one of the basic rules of defensive driving is to clearly communicate to other drivers exactly what you are about to do. For this reason, it is crucial that your brake lights, headlights, signal indicators and other driving lights are working. If they are not, have them checked right away. Otherwise, defensive driving is not an option.

2. Being predictable helps
Having all your indicators in good working order is great, but they won't help much if you can't be predictable. Defensive driving is synonymous with being predictable - you do what you're expected to do. If you're signaling a left turn, then make a left turn. Don't signal that you're going left then suddenly turn right. Don't ride straight with a turn signal on for miles and miles. In defensive driving, one never makes a move that confuses other drivers on the road. Surprises are great, but never when you're driving. 

3. Know where you want to go
The first rule of defensive driving is: know where you want to go. There's nothing quite as dangerous as making a sudden turn or stop, which is something that drivers do when they are not sure about where they are headed. Ditto for driving slowly then suddenly zooming fast. If you're confused about where you want to go, you're probably confusing other people on the road as well. If you're lost, park your car and regain your bearings. Check a map or street directory or maybe even ask someone for directions. The worst thing you can do is drive around aimlessly. That's like looking for trouble with a capital T. 

4. Make signaling a habit
One of the best defensive driving techniques is to signal every time you turn or change lanes. That way, you never catch other drivers by surprise. Make signaling a habit. Even if the road appears to be deserted and there seem to be no other vehicles around, signaling your intent is always an excellent defensive driving practice.

5. Warn others as you stop or slow down
When making a full stop or slowing down for whatever reason, it's a good defensive driving technique to let other drivers know of your intention. You can do this by tapping the brake pedal a couple of times so that your brake lights flash and clue in others behind you that you are slowing down or stopping. This is especially important if the driver behind you is driving fast and approaching quickly.

6. Try to anticipate the worst in others
It may sound cynical and 's not a good rule to follow in life but, in defensive driving, it pays to anticipate the mistakes of other drivers on the road. For instance, many drivers routinely signal a turn but don't turn at all. Meanwhile, others don't signal at all and then suddenly turn. Many people disregard stop signals or try to run red traffic lights so keep a watchful eye out for these instances. 

Know where you are going if/when something goes wrong. Where is your clear path out of trouble?

Choices – Speed up, Slow down, Go right (shoulder), Go left (LAST OPTION) – or any combination of these things. Ask yourself: What option has been taken away from me?
HOW TO PARALLEL PARK

Many motorists consider parallel parking the most difficult part of driving. But practice will teach you how to back up properly and to judge distances and angles. Patience and self-confidence will help you master the task.

The following instructions are basic and general. You must adjust parallel parking procedures to the particular situation. Plenty of practice is the only way to learn properly.
1. Select a space that is large enough for your vehicle on your side of the road. Check your mirrors before stopping, and signal to alert other drivers. Pull up alongside the vehicle in front of the space matching your passenger door mirror with their driver door mirror leaving about two feet between the other vehicle and yours.
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2. Look behind you over both shoulders to make sure you will not interfere with pedestrians or oncoming traffic. Begin to back up slowly as you turn your steering wheel all the way toward the Right. Look through the rear window, not the rearview mirror, as you back up. Check to the side and front occasionally to make sure you are clearing the vehicle ahead. Back up until you get your steering wheel in line with the rear bumper of the car in front of your space. Slow car (covering brake at all times), quick hands on the steering wheel.
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3. When your have the steering wheel (or mirror, or your knees) in line with the bumper, turn the steering wheel so your wheels are straight (2 times), then continue to back up. Slow car (covering brake at all times), quick hands on the steering wheel. Make sure you will clear the vehicle ahead with the front of your car then turn the wheel all the way to the left. Look back, and stop to avoid bumping the vehicle behind you.
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4. Straighten your wheels, and pull forward. Allow room for the vehicles ahead and behind you to get out.(at least 8 inches and you should be centered front to back in the spot) In your final parking position, your wheels must be not more than one foot [image: image4.png]- .



from the curb. Slow car (covering brake at all times), quick hands on the steering wheel.

To get closer to the curb, alternately pull forward and back up, turning the steering wheel first toward the curb and then quickly straight again. 

After parking, remember that you may not open the door on the roadside if it will interfere with traffic.

Leaving the spot:   left blinker, BMMB, stay tight when leaving spot so you don’t cross the center line. 

