
Georgia’s
History:
1877 to 1918

© 2014 Brain Wrinkles

SS8H7a



Standards

SS8H7 The student will evaluate key political, social, and
economic changes that occurred in Georgia between 
1877 and 1918. 
a. Evaluate the impact the Bourbon Triumvirate, Henry 
Grady, International Cotton Exposition, Tom Watson and the 
Populists, Rebecca Latimer Felton, the 1906 Atlanta Riot, the
Leo Frank Case, and the county unit system had on Georgia 
during this period. 
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Teacher Info – Who’s & What’s

• Print off the Who’s & What’s handout for each student. (Print front 
and back to save paper.)

• BEFORE the lesson, have students fill in the squares with what 
they think each term means. 

• AFTER the presentation, the students will write down new (factual)
information about each term. 

• Check the answers as a class.
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D
irections: BEFO
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 m
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n new
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ation about each term
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Bourbon Trium
virate

H
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rady
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 W
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R
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D
efinition:



©
 2014 Brain W

rinkles

W
ho’s &

 W
hat’s

D
irections: BEFO

R
E the lesson, w

rite w
hat you think each term

 m
eans. AFTER

 the 
presentation, you w

ill w
rite dow

n new
 inform

ation about each term
. 

Leo Frank C
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Teacher Directions – CLOZE Notes

• The next pages are handouts for the students to use for note-
taking during the presentation. (Print front to back to save paper 
and ink.)

• Check the answers as a class after the presentation.

• *Please note – the slides in this presentation are content-heavy. 
Feel free to open the editable file if you’d like to delete anything. 
I’ve found that it’s better to have too much than not enough!
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1877 to 1918 - C
LO

ZE N
otes 1

B
ourbon Trium

virate
•

After R
econstruction, 

______________________________________________________________ rose to 
pow

er in the South.
•

Bourbons believed that the South should rely ___________________________ and m
ore

on industry.
•

In G
eorgia, three Bourbon leaders 

__________________________________________________________________ from
 

1872 to 1890: Joseph E. Brow
n, John B. G

ordon, and Alfred H
. C

olquitt.
•

The ___________________________ supported policies that replaced G
eorgia’s form

er 
large plantation-ow

ning class w
ith a new

 m
iddle and business class.

•
They also expanded railroads and increased industrialization, 
_____________________________________________________________________ in 
G

eorgia.
•

They prom
oted “___________________________ ” in order to keep the political support 

of w
hite racists.

Joseph E. B
row

n
•

Joseph Brow
n w

as a ___________________________ w
ho w

as G
eorgia’s governor 

during the C
ivil W

ar.
•

H
e served four term

s as the state’s governor until he w
as nam

ed 
___________________________ of the G

eorgia Suprem
e C

ourt.
•

Brow
n eventually served G

eorgia as a ___________________________ from
 1880-1891.

•
H

e becam
e one of the state’s ___________________________ .

John B
. G

ordon
•

John B. G
ordon w

as a C
ivil W

ar general w
ho later becam

e the 
____________________________________________________ in G

eorgia.
•

H
e becam

e a ___________________________ in 1872 and resigned in 1880.
•

In 1886, G
ordon becam

e ___________________________ for tw
o term

s.
•

H
e returned to the Senate for one m

ore term
 before ___________________________ .

A
lfred H

. C
olquitt

•
Alfred H

. C
olquitt w

as educated at ___________________________ .
•

H
e ow

ned slaves before the C
ivil W

ar and served in the ___________________________
.

•
C

olquitt w
as a ___________________________ and often taught Sunday school in black 

churches.
•

C
olquitt served as the state’s ______________________________________________ 

after R
econstruction from

 1877 to 1882.

H
enry G

rady
•

H
enry G

rady w
as _____________________________________________________ from

 
1880 to 1889, and used his new

spaper to prom
ote w

hat he labeled the 
“___________________________ ”.

•
G

rady believed the South needed to 
________________________________________________________ and becom

e m
ore 

like the N
orth econom

ically.
•

H
e tried to get northern businesses to 

___________________________________________ , and convinced m
any northerners 

to invest in Atlanta.
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1877 to 1918 - C
LO

ZE N
otes 2

C
otton Expo

•
In 1881, H

enry G
rady prom

oted G
eorgia’s first International C

otton Exposition, an 
industrial fair that spotlighted attention on the 
__________________________________________________ .

•
The exposition attracted 200,000 paid visitors and show

ed the country that G
eorgia w

as 
__________________________________________________ .

•
G

eorgia w
ent on to __________________________________________________ , 

attracting people from
 33 states and 7 countries.

Tom
 W

atson
•

D
uring the 1880s, m

ost farm
ers w

ere ___________________________ and falling further
and further into debt.

•
__________________________________________________ dram

atically and labor w
as

hard to find after slaves w
ere freed.

•
G

eorgia law
yer Tom

 W
atson criticized G

rady’s N
ew

 South because he claim
ed it 

_____________________________________________ .
•

In 1890, W
atson w

on a seat in C
ongress and 

__________________________________________________ in W
ashington.

Populists
•

In 1891, the ___________________________ (com
m

only know
n as Populist Party) w

as 
organized by farm

ers and Tom
 W

atson becam
e the party’s leader in G

eorgia.
•

W
atson’s greatest reform

 w
as the 

__________________________________________________ w
hich provided free m

ail 
delivery to rural farm

ers.
•

Populists __________________________________________________ and urged 
farm

ers to w
ork together for their cause.

•
The Populists challenged the dom

inate D
em

ocratic Party in G
eorgia by threatening to 

split the w
hite vote and to __________________________________________________ .

C
ounty U

nit System
•

M
any rural G

eorgians cam
e to fear that they w

ere being 
___________________________ of the political process.

•
In response, the state adopted the 
__________________________________________________ for its political prim

aries.
•

U
nder the unit system

, the candidate that w
on the 

_________________________________ w
on the election. 

•
The eight m

ost populous counties ______________________________________ , w
ith 

each of the rem
aining counties receiving less.

•
W

hoever w
on the m

ost votes in the county, 
_______________________________________________________________ .

•
The effect w

as that sm
all, rural counties ended up 

__________________________________________________ over w
ho w

on than heavily 
populated counties.

•
Even though m

ost of the population lived in a handful of counties, the rest of the counties 
had enough unit votes to __________________________________________________ 
all by them

selves.
•

M
any saw

 the __________________________________________________ because it 
m

eant that certain candidates could w
in even if the m

ajority of the people in the state 
voted for som

eone else.
•

The system
 did __________________________________________________ and in 

1962, the U
.S. Suprem

e C
ourt ruled against the county unit system

.
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1877 to 1918 - C
LO

ZE N
otes 3

R
ebecca Felton

•
R

ebecca Latim
er Felton w

as the w
ife of progressive congressm

an W
illiam

 H
. Felton, w

ho
_________________________________________________ .

•
Felton w

as active in politics and w
as the South’s best-know

n cam
paigner for 

___________________________ .
•

Although G
eorgia disappointed her by rejecting the 19

th Am
endm

ent, enough states 
eventually ratified it and w

om
en w

on their 
_________________________________________________ .

•
Tw

o years later, 87-year-old Felton served as one of G
eorgia’s U

S Senators w
hen the 

governor appointed her to fill the 
_________________________________________________ until a special election could
be held.

•
Although she served for only tw

o days, Felton m
ade history as the 

_________________________________________________ .

1906 A
tlanta R

iot
•

The period from
 1890 to 1930 w

as the 
_________________________________________________  in G

eorgia’s history.
•

In Septem
ber 1906, grow

ing racial tensions resulted in the 
___________________________ Atlanta R

ace R
iot.

•
A w

hite m
ob started the riot, in part due to ___________________________ that black 

m
en had assaulted several w

hite w
om

en.
•

H
oke Sm

ith w
as running for governor and 

_________________________________________________ w
ith his appeals to w

hite 
racism

 in an attem
pt to w

in votes.
•

The m
ob _________________________________________________ and killed several 

business ow
ners.

•
At least ___________________________ during the violence.

Leo Frank C
ase

•
African-Am

ericans w
ere not the only 

_________________________________________________ during the early 1900s.
•

Leo Frank w
as a _________________________________________________ in Atlanta.

•
In 1913, he w

as convicted of 
_________________________________________________ , a 13-year-old fem

ale 
w

orker.
•

The trial w
as filled w

ith conflicting testim
ony and ___________________________ .

•
Frank w

as sentenced to life in prison, but tw
o years later, citizens from

 M
ary’s hom

etow
n 

in M
arietta _________________________________________________ from

 an oak tree.
•

D
ecades later, new

 evidence revealed that the m
urder w

as m
ost likely 

_________________________________________________ .
•

The state _________________________________________________ after his lynching, 
but the case sym

bolized Southerners’ strong anti-Sem
itic feelings at the tim

e.
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Bourbon Triumvirate
• After Reconstruction, Democrats known as 

“Bourbons” rose to power in the South.

• Bourbons believed that the South should rely less 
on agriculture and more on industry.

• In Georgia, three Bourbon leaders dominated the 
state’s politics from 1872 to 1890: Joseph E. Brown,
John B. Gordon, and Alfred H. Colquitt.
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Bourbon Triumvirate
• The Bourbon Triumvirate supported policies that 

replaced Georgia’s former large plantation-owning 
class with a new middle and business class.

• They also expanded railroads and increased 
industrialization, and gained wealth as railroads, 
cities, and factories flourished in Georgia.

• They promoted “white supremacy” in order to keep 
the political support of white racists.
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Joseph E. Brown
• Joseph Brown was a secessionist who was 

Georgia’s governor during the Civil War.

• He served four terms as the state’s governor until he
was named chief justice of the Georgia Supreme 
Court.

• Brown eventually served Georgia as a US Senator 
from 1880-1891.

• He became one of the state’s wealthiest men.
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John B. Gordon
• John B. Gordon was a Civil War general who later 

became the leader of the Ku Klux Klan in Georgia.

• He became a US Senator in 1872 and resigned in 
1880.

• In 1886, Gordon became Georgia’s governor for two 
terms.

• He returned to the Senate for one more term before 
leaving politics.
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Alfred H. Colquitt
• Alfred H. Colquitt was educated at Princeton University.

• He owned slaves before the Civil War and served in the
Confederate army.

• Colquitt was a Methodist Minister and often taught 
Sunday school in black churches.

• Colquitt served as the state’s first democratic governor 
after Reconstruction from 1877 to 1882.
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Henry Grady
• Henry Grady was editor of the Atlanta Constitution from 

1880 to 1889, and used his newspaper to promote what
he labeled the “New South”.

• Grady believed the South needed to stop relying on 
farming and become more like the North economically.

• He tried to get northern businesses to invest in the 
South, and convinced many northerners to invest in 
Atlanta.
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Cotton Expo
• In 1881, Henry Grady promoted Georgia’s first 

International Cotton Exposition, an industrial fair that 
spotlighted attention on the state’s cotton textile 
industry.

• The exposition attracted 200,000 paid visitors and 
showed the country that Georgia was ready for more 
industry.

• Georgia went on to host more expositions, attracting 
people from 33 states and 7 countries.
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Tom Watson
• During the 1880s, most farmers were suffering economically 

and falling further and further into debt.

• Cotton prices had dropped dramatically and labor was hard 
to find after slaves were freed.

• Georgia lawyer Tom Watson criticized Grady’s New South 
because he claimed it hurt small farmers.

• In 1890, Watson won a seat in Congress and argued for 
farmers’ issues in Washington.
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Populists
• In 1891, the People’s Party (commonly known as Populist 

Party) was organized by farmers and Tom Watson became 
the party’s leader in Georgia.

• Watson’s greatest reform was the Rural Free Delivery Bill 
which provided free mail delivery to rural farmers.

• Populists fought to help farmers and urged farmers to work 
together for their cause.

• The Populists challenged the dominate Democratic Party in 
Georgia by threatening to split the white vote and to bring in 
black Republicans.
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County Unit System
• Many rural Georgians became to fear that they were being 

pushed out of the political process.

• In response, the state adopted the county unit system in 
1917 for its political primaries.

• Under the unit system, the candidate that won the most unit 
votes won the election. 

• The eight most populous counties received 6 votes, with 
each of the remaining counties receiving less.
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County Unit System
• Whoever won the most votes in the county, got all of 

the county’s unit votes.

• The effect was that small, rural counties ended up 
having more say over who won than heavily 
populated counties.

• Even though most of the population lived in a handful
of counties, the rest of the counties had enough unit 
votes to determine the winner all by themselves. 
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County Unit System
• Many saw the county unit system as unfair because 

it meant that certain candidates could win even if the 
majority of the people in the state voted for someone
else.

• The system did not represent the population fairly 
and in 1962, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled against 
the county unit system.
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Rebecca Felton
• Rebecca Latimer Felton was the wife of progressive 

congressman William H. Felton, who opposed the 
Bourbon Democrats.

• Felton was active in politics and was the South’s best-
known campaigner for women’s suffrage.

• Although Georgia disappointed her by rejecting the 
19th Amendment, enough states eventually ratified it 
and women won their right to vote in 1920.
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Rebecca Felton
• Two years later, 87-year-old Felton served as one of 

Georgia’s US Senators when the governor appointed
her to fill the seat of deceased Tom Watson until a 
special election could be held.

• Although she served for only two days, Felton made 
history as the first woman to sit in the US Senate.
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1906 Atlanta Riot
• The period from 1890 to 1930 was the bloodiest 

period of racial violence in Georgia’s history.

• In September 1906, growing racial tensions resulted 
in the three-day Atlanta Race Riot.

• A white mob started the riot, in part due to unproven 
reports that black men had assaulted several white 
women.
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1906 Atlanta Riot
• Hoke Smith was running for governor and 

contributed to the racial tension with his appeals to 
white racism in an attempt to win votes.

• The mob attacked black-owned businesses and 
killed several business owners.

• At least 12 people died during the violence.
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Leo Frank Case
• African-Americans were not the only targets of ethnic

violence during the early 1900s.

• Leo Frank was a Jewish factory superintendent in 
Atlanta.

• In 1913, he was convicted of murdering Mary 
Phagan, a 13-year-old female worker.

• The trial was filled with conflicting testimony and 
unanswered questions.© 2014 Brain Wrinkles
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Leo Frank Case
• Frank was sentenced to life in prison, but two years 

later, citizens from Mary’s hometown in Marietta 
kidnapped him and hanged him from an oak tree.

• Decades later, new evidence revealed that the murder 
was most likely committed by someone else.

• The state pardoned Frank 71 years after his lynching, 
but the case symbolized Southerners’ strong anti-
Semitic feelings at the time.

© 2014 Brain Wrinkles



© 2014 Brain Wrinkles



Teacher Info – Comprehension Questions

• Students should answer the questions after discussing the
presentation. Afterwards, check and share answers as a 
class.

• *You can also use this as a quiz!
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C
om

prehension
Q

uestions 
1. The D

em
ocratic political leaders w

ho dom
inated G

eorgia after 
R

econstruction w
ere called w

hat?

2. W
ho fought to help farm

ers w
ho w

ere suffering econom
ically 

during the 1890s?

3. W
hich political party w

as form
ed during this tim

e period to 
represent interests of farm

ers?

4. W
hat did H

enry G
rady w

ant the South to do?

5. W
hat w

as the purpose of the International C
otton Exposition?

6. R
ebecca Latim

er Felton the first w
om

an to do w
hat?

7. W
ho w

as the editor of the A
tlanta C

onstitution w
ho urged 

G
eorgians to create a “N

ew
 South”?

8. A w
hite m

ob started the Atlanta R
ace R

iot due to w
hat? 

9. The m
urder of Leo Frank w

as an exam
ple of w

hat?

10. W
hat w

as the problem
 w

ith the county unit system
?
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Teacher Info – I “Mustache” You Some 
Questions

• Print off the I ‘Mustache’ Your Some Questions handout for each 
student. 

• The students will imagine that they are journalists who are 
interviewing three significant people from this lesson (Watson, 
Grady, & Felton).

• They will write down a question that they would like to ask each 
person.

• Finally, they will write down what each person might say in 
response to the question.
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Directions: Imagine that you are a journalist that is interviewing significant people that we have studied. Write three good, thought-provoking questions that you would ask these influential
people. Next, write down what you think each person might say in response to the question.

I ‘Mustache’ You Some Questions!
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Tom Watson
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

Henry Grady

Rebecca Felton

 

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

 

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________



Teacher Info – Facebook
• Give each student a copy of the blank Facebook handout 

and project the directions slide (red) onto the screen. I like 
to leave this up while the students work so that they know 
exactly what goes in each box.

• The students should choose one of the significant people 
from this lesson and create a profile as if they are that 
person.
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Name:

Age:

Birthday:

Location:

I am fighting against…

I strongly believe in…

Three important things that you should know about me…
Draw a 

picture of 
the person

Write a status about something the 
person could be doing.

What are important things that we should know about the 
person? Write a status about those things.

Write a status about the person’s goals and beliefs.

Write a status about what the person does NOT believe in.

Name of a related person, place, group, etc. Side 

Draw 
picture of 
possible 
friend

#3 #4

#2

Draw picture of
something that
represents the 

person

#2

#3

Write the 
name of it

Write the 
name of it

Write the 
name of it
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Name:

Age:

Birthday:

Location:

I strongly believe in…

Three important things that you should know about me…

What’s on your mind?

I am fighting against…



Teacher Info – Instant Replay

• Print off the Instant Replay handout for each student. 

• The students will draw a scene from one of the events from this 
lesson inside of the TV.

• In the textbox, they will write a play-by-play breakdown of the 
scene.
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Instant Replay
Directions: Review one of the events from this unit by drawing a scene depicting the event on the TV below. Next, write a play-by-play breakdown of the scene in the textbox.
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Thank You!
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Thank you so much for downloading this file. I sincerely hope you find it helpful and that your students 
learn a lot from it! I look forward to reading your feedback in my store.

If you like this file, you might want to check out some of my other products that teach social studies 
topics in creative, engaging, and hands-on ways.

Best of luck to you this school year,

Ansley at Brain Wrinkles 
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