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Section 1

Why Earthquakes Happen, continued
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Section 1

Earthquakes and Plate Tectonics, continued

KEY
— Plate boundary
= Recorded earthquake

= Continental
environments

= Divergent oceanic
environments

- Convergent oceanic
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Standardized Test Prep

Reading Skills

Read the passage below. Then, answer questions 9-11.

The Loma Prieta Earthquake

At 5:04 P.M. on October 17, 1989, life in California’s San Francisco Bay area
seemed relatively normal. While more that 62,000 excited fans filled Candlestick
Park to watch the third game of baseball’s World Series, other people were still
rushing home from a long day’s work or picking their children up from extracurricular
activities. By 5:05 P.M., the situation had changed drastically. The area was rocked
by the 6.9 Loma Prieta earthquake. The earthquake lasted 20 seconds and caused
62 deaths, 3,757 injuries, and the destruction of more than 1,000 homes and
businesses. By midnight, the city was fighting more than 20 large structural fires
resulting from the earthquake. Considering that the earthquake was of such a high
magnitude and that it happened during the busy rush hour, it is amazing that more
people were not injured or killed.
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Reading a Seismogram
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Earthquake Damage
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Chapter 12

Anatomy of an Earthquake
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Chapter 12

Seismic Waves and Earth’s Interior
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Chapter 12

Earthquakes and Plate Tectonics
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Seismic Gaps
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