
 

Literacy Standards for History/Social Studies in grades 6-8 

 

Today’s students are preparing to enter a world in which colleges and businesses are demanding more than ever before.  To 

ensure all students are ready for success after high school, the Common Core State Standards establish clear, consistent 

guidelines for what every student should know and be able to do.   

 

The Common Core focuses on developing the critical-thinking, problem-solving, and analytical skills students will need to be 

successful. The standards establish guidelines for literacy in history and social studies.  Because students must learn to read, 

write, speak, listen, and use language effectively in a variety of content areas, the standards promote the literacy skills and 

concepts required for college and career readiness in multiple disciplines. 

 

Beginning in grade 6, the literacy standards allow teachers of ELA, history/social studies, science, and technical subjects to use 

their content area expertise to help students meet the particular challenges of reading, writing, speaking, listening, and 

language in their respective fields.  It is important to note that the grade 6–12 literacy standards in history/social studies, 

science, and technical subjects are meant to supplement content standards in those areas, not replace them.  

Key Ideas and Details: 

 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.1 
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and 
secondary sources. 

 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.2 
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or 
secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source 
distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.3 

Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to 
history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest 
rates are raised or lowered). 

 

 

 

Craft and Structure: 

 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in 
a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to 

history/social studies. 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.5 
Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, 
comparatively, causally).  

 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.6 

Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or 
purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of 
particular facts). 

 

 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/6/


 

Literacy Standards for History/Social Studies in grades 6-8 
  

 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 

 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.7 
Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, 

photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print 
and digital texts. 

 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.8 
Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a 
text. 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.9 
Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary 

source on the same topic. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: 

 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.10 
By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social 
studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/10/

