
Career Pathways and Career 
Development to help Parents 
and their Children Graduate

Dr. John Pritchett, Middle School Curriculum Coordinator
Career, Technical and Agricultural Education (CTAE)

jpritchett@doe.k12.ga.us

mailto:vsnyder@doe.k12.ga.us


Stand up and Play Along
• Are 6th to 8th graders able to make decisions 

about what they want to be when they grow up?
• How would you rate your understanding of 

Georgia’s Career Development process?
• How would you rate your understanding of 

Georgia’s Career Pathways?
• How would you rate your understanding of state 

laws affecting education and career planning?



Section 14.1   Career Technical and Agricultural  
                         Education   (CTAE)  For ALL Students





State Legislation

BRIDGE bill mandates that 8th grade students 
select/create a Program of Study/Individual 
Graduation Plan for grades 9 through graduation.

(c) Beginning with the 2010-2011 school year, students in 
the sixth, seventh, and eighth grades shall be provided 
counseling, advisement, career awareness, career 
interest inventories, and information to assist them in 
evaluating their academic skills and career interests. 



BRIDGE and Advisement
•   Before the end of the second semester of the eighth 
   grade, students shall develop an individual graduation plan 
   in consultation with their parents, guardians, or 
   individuals appointed by the parents or guardians to serve 
   as their designee. 

•   High school students shall be provided guidance, 
   advisement, and counseling annually that will enable 
   them to successfully complete their individual graduation 
   plans, preparing them for a seamless transition to 
   postsecondary study, further training, or employment. 



Individual Graduation Plan 
1) Includes rigorous academic core subjects and focused

course work in mathematics and science or in 
humanities, fine arts, and foreign language or sequenced 
career pathway course work

2) Incorporates provisions of a student's Individualized 
Education Program (IEP), where applicable

3) Aligns educational and broad career goals with a 
student's course of study

4) Is based on the student's selected academic and 
career focus area as approved by the student's parent or 
guardian



5) Includes experience-based, career-oriented learning 
experiences, which may include internships, apprenticeships, 
mentoring, co-op education, and service learning

6) Includes opportunities for postsecondary studies through 
articulation, dual enrollment, and joint enrollment

7) Is flexible to allow for change in the course of study, but is 
sufficiently structured to meet graduation requirements and 
qualifies the student for admission to postsecondary education

8) Is approved by the student and the student's parent or 
guardian with guidance from the student's school counselor or 
teacher adviser

Individual Graduation Plan 



BRIDGE Implications for LEAs:

• Mandates 6-12 system of advisement for ALL 
students through a systematic, comprehensive 
and developmental advisement process

• Mandates 6-8 educational and career planning to 
result in an individual graduation plan 
synonymous with the Peach State Pathway 
Program of Study prior to the end of the second 
semester of the 8th grade

• Mandates continued annual advisement 9-12
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• If we can hook students in middle school to stay in school, learn a 
trade skill while mastering core academic skills in CTAE, and 
connect to a career pathway helping students’ graduate by 
completing their 8th grade capstone project, then

– AYP results will improve for schools.

– attendance indicators could improve.

– graduation indicators HAVE improved.

– the number of skilled workers, apprenticeships, 2- and 4-year  
   college enrollees could increase.

– economic gains could be made resulting from 
   middle school academic and CTAE instructional units.





Middle School Connections



Career Pathway

• Is a coherent, articulated sequence of rigorous
academic and career/technical courses, 
usually beginning in the 9th grade and leading 
to a diploma, associate degree, baccalaureate 
degree and beyond.  











Who Am I?

CAREER PLANNING
•Interest Profiler (grades 7)
•Career Cluster Survey (grades 6)
•Basic Skills Survey (grades 9-12)
•Transferable Skills Checklist (grades 9-12)
•Work Values Sorter (grades 8)
•The Career Key (grades 9-12)
ASVAB (10th and above)
PSAT (9-12 in some systems)



Where Am I Going?

CAREER PLANNING
•Explore Careers by title, tools, or browse by Georgia’s Program 
Concentrations or Peach State Pathways
•Career Centers in middle and high schools
•Work-Based Learning Program (WBL)
•TAA/Counselor Advisement Program



How Am I Going To Get There?

HIGH SCHOOL PLANNING
COLLEGE PLANNING
FINANCIAL AID PLANNING
PORTFOLIO to manage the planning





Peach State Pathways
Financial Aid for Juniors
Keep On Going
Paying for Postsecondary Education
College Credit Now
General Grade Tips for PPT

TAA Advisor Guide
TAA Scope and Sequence
Advisement Checklist
Revised Checklist
Bridge Legislation Checklist

Career Planning Word Search
Financial Aid Word Search










