
Career Exploration for 8th Grade



High School Graduation

Requirements

 4 Credits in English

 4 Credits in Math (including Algebra 1 & Geometry)

 3 Credits in Science (including Biology)

 3 Credits in Social Studies (including World History, US 
History, Government and Economics)

 8 Credits in Electives

 1 Credit Performing Art, Speech & Debate, or Practical Art

 HOPE (Health & PE)

 1 Virtual Course

 Pass the Algebra 1 End of Course (EOC) Exam

 Pass the 10th Grade ELA Florida Standards Assessment (FSA)

 2.0 Unweighted GPA (Grade Point Average)



What is GPA?

Standard Quality Points

A=4

B=3

C=2

D=1

F=0

Honors Quality Points

A=4.5

B=3.5

C=2.5

D=1

F=0

AP, Dual Enrollment, AICE, IB 
Quality Points

A=5

B=4

C=3

D=1

F=0



How is GPA calculated?

GPA=Total Quality Points/Total Number of Courses Taken Per Semester
For example:

English 1 World Cultural 

Geography

Physical 

Science 

Honors

Algebra 1 

Honors

TV 

Production 

1

Spanish 1 HOPE

Semester 1 B A A A A B A

Semester 2 B B A B A A A

Quality 

Points

3 + 3 = 6 4 + 3 = 7 4.5 + 4.5 = 

9

4.5 + 3.5 = 

8

4 + 4 = 8 3 + 4 = 7 4 + 4 = 8

Weighted 

GPA

53 Quality 

Points/14 

Semesters

3.79 Weighted 

GPA for 9th grade



What happens to my GPA when I make 

low grades?

English 1 World Cultural 

Geography

Physical 

Science 

Honors

Algebra 1 

Honors

TV 

Production 

1

Spanish 1 HOPE

Semester 1 B A A A A B C

Semester 2 B B A B A A F

Quality 

Points

3 + 3 = 6 4 + 3 = 7 4.5 + 4.5 = 

9

4.5 + 3.5 = 

8

4 + 4 = 8 3 + 4 = 7 2 + 0 = 2

Weighted 

GPA

47 Quality 

Points/14 

Semesters

3.35 Weighted 

GPA for 9th grade



Unweighted (Graduation) GPA

English 1 World Cultural 

Geography

Physical 

Science 

Honors

Algebra 1 

Honors

TV 

Production 

1

Spanish 1 HOPE

Semester 1 B A A A A B A

Semester 2 B B A B A A A

Quality 

Points

3 + 3 = 6 4 + 3 = 7 4 + 4 = 8 4 + 3 = 7 4 + 4 = 8 3 + 4 = 7 4 + 4 = 8

Weighted 

GPA

51 Quality 

Points/14 

Semesters

3.64 unweighted 

GPA for 9th grade



Unweighted GPA (continued)

English 1 World Cultural 

Geography

Physical 

Science 

Honors

Algebra 1 

Honors

TV 

Production 

1

Spanish 1 HOPE

Semester 1 B A A A A B C

Semester 2 B B A B A A F

Quality 

Points

3 + 3 = 6 4 + 3 = 7 4+ 4 = 8 4 + 3 = 7 4 + 4 = 8 3 + 4 = 7 2 + 0 = 2

Weighted 

GPA
3.21 unweighted 

GPA for 9th grade

45 Quality 

Points/14 

Semesters



Comparing GPAs

Student 1 

(Good Grades)

Student 2 

(Not so Good 

Grades)

9th Grade Weighted

GPA: 3.79 3.64

9th Grade Unweighted

GPA: 3.35 3.21



High School Diploma Designation 

Requirements



Florida 
Bright 
Futures 
Scholarship 
Eligibility 
Criteria

Academic

Medallion

Gold Seal



Bright Futures Academic & Medallion Scholarships



Bright Futures Gold Seal CAPE Scholarship



Bright Futures Gold Seal Vocational Scholarship



Community 

Service 

Hours

• Not a graduation requirement 

but a requirement for the 

Bright Futures Scholarship

• Can be earned beginning the 

summer after 8th grade

• Goal for 25 hours a year to 

have 100 by the end of high 

school

• See the District Guidelines for 

the types of activities that are 

accepted

https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/guidance/co

mmunity-service/

https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/guidance/community-service/


Advanced High School Programs

http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/guidance/wp-

content/uploads/sites/142/2021/12/High-

School-Advanced-Programs-12.15.21.docx

http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/guidance/wp-content/uploads/sites/142/2021/12/High-School-Advanced-Programs-12.15.21.docx


https://cte.stjohns.k12.fl.us/

Course Sequences Leading to Industry 

Certification

https://cte.stjohns.k12.fl.us/


Naviance logo 

on school Student 

Links page















Florida College 
System Admissions 

Requirements

 All Florida College 
System institutions 
have open-door 
admissions for 
students who 
earned a standard 
high school diploma 
or an equivalent 
diploma or 
successfully earned 
college credit. 



State 

University 

System



Degree 

Definitions



2020 Economic Security Report-Measuring 

the Economic Success of Florida’s Graduates

 Report: https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/guidance/wp-

content/uploads/sites/142/2021/03/Economic-Ssecurity-Report-_Summary-

2020.pdf

 The top three industries that expect to add the most jobs in Florida, after food 

services (which was significantly impacted by COVID-19), are administrative and 

support services (102,829 jobs), ambulatory health care services (95,850 jobs), and 

professional, scientific, and technical services (83,304 jobs). With projected growth 

between 14% and 17%, these industries are expected to add a significant number 

of new jobs between 2020 and 2028.

 Most students with a college degree in Florida completed a 4 year Bachelor’s 

degree from a state university or a 2 year associate in arts or science degree

https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/guidance/wp-content/uploads/sites/142/2021/03/Economic-Ssecurity-Report-_Summary-2020.pdf


Entrepreneurship & Employability Skills

 Self awareness – in relation to interests, abilities, values, and skills

 Career awareness – knowing what career opportunities exist and what is required to 

pursue them

 Career decision-making skills

 Team-working

 Problem-solving

 Presentation skills

 Ability to learn new ways of doing things

 Job search skills including resume writing, preparing job applications, and interviewing



Thank you!


