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Canada’s population
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Canada’s climate

• Canadian citizens have joked that there are eight months of 
winter in Canada, followed by four months of road repairs. Well, 
for parts of the country, that statement is close to true. 

Canada is the second largest country in the world (after Russia), 
and the largest on the North American continent, so saying that 
weather conditions vary widely in Canada would be a gross 
understatement.



Canada’s climate

• Because of the warm ocean currents along the British Columbia 
coastline, spring begins there in February. Across the central and 
southern reaches of the country enjoyable spring weather usually 
arrives in May. 

Summer begins in late May, and extends through September. The 
hottest months are July and August, and in the large cities of the 
south and across the central plains in summer, high temperatures 
are normally in the low 80's, with highs in the 90's somewhat 
common. 



Canada’s climate

• For many travelers, the months of September and October (Fall) 
are the best time to visit Canada, as most days are cool, crisp and 
pleasant. 

The Canadian winters are cold and long, and in the northern 
reaches of the country they can be brutal. In the central interior 
and prairie provinces, the daily average temps (in winter) are near
5°F, with daily lows near -20°F; significantly lower on occasion. 

In these regions, snow can cover the ground almost six months of 
the year, while in the far-north, nine months of snow cover



Canada’s land

• Canada has a very long and irregular coastline; Hudson Bay and the Gulf 
of St. Lawrence indent the east coast and the Inside Passage extends 
along the west coast. The straits between the islands of N Canada form 
the Northwest passage, but until the 21st century the passage was ice-
clogged year-round. During the Ice Age all of Canada was covered by a 
continental ice sheet that scoured and depressed the land surface, 
leaving a covering of glacial drift, depositional landforms, and 
innumerable lakes and rivers. Aside from the Great Lakes, which are 
only partly in the country, the largest lakes of North America—Great 
Bear, Great Slave, and Winnipeg—are entirely in Canada. The St. 
Lawrence is the chief river of E Canada. The Saskatchewan, Nelson, 
Churchill, and Mackenzie river systems drain central Canada, and the 
Columbia, Fraser, and Yukon rivers drain the western part of the country.



Canada’s land

• Canada has a bowl-shaped geologic structure rimmed by highlands, with 
Hudson Bay at the lowest point. The country has eight major 
physiographic regions—the Canadian Shield, the Hudson Bay Lowlands, 
the Western Cordillera, the Interior Lowlands, the Great Lakes–St. 
Lawrence Lowlands, the Appalachians, the Arctic Lowlands, and the 
Innuitians.

• The exposed portions of the Canadian Shield cover more than half of 
Canada. This once-mountainous region, which contains the continent's 
oldest rocks, has been worn low by erosion over the millennia. Its 
upturned eastern edge is indented by fjords. The Shield is rich in 
minerals, especially iron and nickel, and in potential sources of 
hydroelectric power. In the center of the Shield are the Hudson Bay 
Lowlands, encompassing Hudson Bay and the surrounding marshy land.



Canada’s land

• The Western Cordillera, a geologically young mountain system parallel to the Pacific
coast, is composed of a series of north-south tending ranges and valleys that form 
the highest and most rugged section of the country; Mt. Logan (19,551 ft/5,959 m) 
is the highest point in Canada. Part of this region is made up of the Rocky Mts. and 
the Coast Mts., which are separated by plateaus and basins. The islands off W 
Canada are partially submerged portions of the Coast Mts. The Western Cordillera is 
also rich in minerals and timber and potential sources of hydroelectric power.

• Between the Rocky Mts. and the Canadian Shield are the Interior Lowlands, a vast 
region filled with sediment from the flanking higher lands. The Lowlands are divided
into the prairies, the plains, and the Mackenzie Lowlands. The prairies are Canada's 
granary, while grazing is important on the plains.

• The smallest and southernmost region is the Great Lakes–St. Lawrence Lowlands, 
Canada's heartland. Dominated by the St. Lawrence River and the Great Lakes, the 
region provides a natural corridor into central Canada, and the St. Lawrence Seaway
gives the interior cities access to the Atlantic. This section, which is composed of 
gently rolling surface on sedimentary rocks, is the location of extensive farmlands, 
large industrial centers, and most of Canada's population. In SE Canada and on 
Newfoundland is the northern end of the Appalachian Mt. system, an old and 
geologically complex region with a generally low and rounded relief.



Canada’s natural resorces 

• Resources are those aspects of the natural environment that humans 
value and from which we produce goods and services. This definition 
demonstrates that, although natural resources originate in the natural 
environment, they are in a very real sense "created" by humans. Human 
values and abilities determine which parts of the environment societies 
use and benefit from. Resource and environmental systems are highly 
interconnected and both continually change in character. Change is 
usually accelerated by human use. Because of the interconnections, 
impacts beyond the particular resource being used are common. In fact, 
use of some resources may preclude use of others. Human decisions, as 
well as natural processes, cause resources to change over time. These 
changes may decrease or increase resource supply and may be rapid or 
slow.



Canada’s culture

• Canadian culture is heavily influenced by its conquerors - the 
French and the British. Add these influences with the country's 
indigenous cultures, and you've got the distinct Canadian identity.

With a large number of immigrants, there are many regions in the 
country with different adaptations of the different nationalities 
that have called Canada home. This has resulted to a diverse and 
multicultural nation that has made Canada a welcoming country - 
welcoming of any religion and any nationality - making it a 
favorite place to migrate to by individuals from different countries
all over the world.



Canada’s physical features

• Canada has a very large and diverse range of geographic features. 
Canada is divided into 10 provinces and 2 territories. Canada 
stretches from the Pacific Ocean on the west, to the Atlantic 
Ocean on the east. Northern Canada reaches into the Arctic 
Circle, while southern Canada stretches below the northern points
of the United States. Canada has a very small population, 28 
million people, for its geographic size. Much of Canada is still 
wilderness, cover by forests. The Rocky Mountains cover a major 
part of western Canada -- British Columbia, the Yukon Territory, 
and the western part of Alberta.



Canada’s physical features

• West-central Canada is mostly prairie, consisting of large grain 
farms. The east-central part of Canada are the provinces of 
Ontario and Quebec. These are major population and industrial 
areas.The Maritime provinces on the east coast rely very heavily 
on the Atlantic Ocean for their way of life.



Canada’s points of interest

• The majority of Canada is still wilderness. This makes Canada a 
popular spot for hunting and fishing.Niagara Falls is one of 
Canada's best known tourist attractions. It is the largest falls in 
the world, measured in volume of water.
• Most of Canada's northern islands are located inside the Arctic 

Circle.



Canada’s major industries

• The industry varies as you look across Canada. British Columbia, 
on the west coast, has historically relied on natural resources such
as mining and timber. Manufacturing is now becoming much more 
important to the economy. Alberta has benefited from 
considerable natural resources including oil and natural gas. It is 
also rich in miThe prairie provinces of Manitoba, Saskatchewan 
and parts of Alberta produce more than 20% of the world's wheat. 
Other forms of farming and cattle also contribute to the 
economy.nerals such as zinc, silver, nickel and uranium.



The end


