
Bell Ringer9/3/14
Get your SLO sculpture – modeling clay – Roll it all into ONE ball –

bring to mrs. Brown. Throw wax paper away.

Get into  your group and complete your group assemblage. 

Needs to be securely glue together & board.

Final coat of spray paint to cover glue and new cardboard panel.

Names of all group members need to be written on the back of 
the sculpture where their box is located. 



Bell Ringer9/4/14
Explain this quote by alexander calder in your own words:

"Why must art be static? You look at an abstraction, sculpture or 
painting, an entirely exciting arrangement of planes, spheres, nuclei,
entirely without meaning. It would be perfect but it is always still. 

The next step in sculpture is motion."



Bell ringer9/9/14

What steps have we already learned 
in Calder's art-making process?

(Hint: there are 2, so far)

Next sketchbook Check is 
Friday, September 19, 2014.



Bell ringer9/9/14

From the list below - What do you 
think is the easier wire to manipulate?

10 gauge

14 gauge

16 gauge

20 gauge

Next sketchbook Check is 
Friday, September 19, 2014.



Bell ringer9/11/14

Which wire is thicker??

12 gauge  or a 20 gauge?



Bell ringer9/15/14

Today is international Dot day.

Using the handout 
(Found on mrs. Brown’s desk) 

create as many accurate doodles as you 
can using dots.

Tape handout into sketchbook for check 
on Friday.



Bell ringer9/17/14

What are the 3 major types of balance?

(Remember, balance is a principle of art.)



Bell ringer9/18/14

What two colors are required in your 
mobile?

Using distinct colors creates what?

(hint: it’s a principle of art)















Alexander Calder

(1898 – 1976)

Sculptor, Painter



"Why must art be static? You look at an 
abstraction, sculptured or painted, an 
entirely exciting arrangement of 
planes, spheres, nuclei, entirely 
without meaning. It would be perfect 
but it is always still. The next step in 
sculpture is motion."

- Alexander Calder, referring to his abstract kinetic 
sculptures on display at the Julien Levy Gallery, New
York, 1932. Excerpted from the New York World-
Telegram, June 11, 1932.



Alexander Calder

Alexander Calder was born in 
Lawnton, Pennsylvania on July 22, 
1898 into a family of artists. The 
family moved to California when he 
was a boy. He began using scraps of 
wire he found in the street to make 
jewelry and beads for his sister’s 
dolls. 



When he was in fourth 
grade, he sculpted a dog 
and a duck out of sheet 
brass as Christmas 
presents for his parents. 
The duck was “kinetic” 
because it rocked when 
touched. During his high 
school years, his family 
moved back and forth 
between New York and 
California. He studied 
mechanical engineering in
college, graduating in 
1919. For the next several
years, he worked as an 
engineer, but finally he 
decided he would like to 
be an artist.

Dog (1909)

Duck (1909)



The Flying Trapeze (1925)

He moved to New York
and enrolled in the 
art students’ League.
One of his 
assignments was to 
sketch the Ringling 
Bros. Barnum & 
Bailey Circus. He 
became very 
interested in the 
circus, and would 
continue to create 
circus inspired art  
all through his 
career. In 1926, he 
moved to Paris and 
took up with a 
community of artists. 
He began to make 
toys, creating his 
“Cirque Calder”, a 
miniature circus made
of wire, string, 
rubber & cloth. He 
made it small so he 
could fit it into a 
suitcase, allowing 
him to travel around 
giving “circus 
shows”.



Circus Scene (1926)

The artist working on Cirque 
Calder wire sculpture (1929)

1961 film by Carlos 
Vilardebo: 
http://www.ubu.com/film
/calder.html

http://www.ubu.com/film/calder.html
http://www.ubu.com/film/calder.html


Goldfish Bowl (1929)

Cirque Calder sparked his 
interest in wire sculpture 
and kinetic art. (kinetic 
means pertaining to motion).
He used his knowledge of 
engineering to create 
movable sculptures. Some 
of his circus characters 
could “perform” while 
suspended from a thread. 
His friend, artist Marcel 
Duchamp, dubbed these 
sculptures “mobiles” after 
the French word meaning 
mobile and motive. His early 
kinetic sculptures used 
cranks and pulleys to make 
them move. Later, his work 
was more delicate, and they 
only needed the current of 
the air to make them move. 



Circus Scene (1929)

Jimmy Durante (1928)

Durante was a popular 
movie actor with a 

famously huge nose.



Pantograph (1931)

Space Tunnel (1932)
(painting)

He bought a farmhouse in 
Connecticut where he raised his 
family while giving Cirque Calder 
performances and designing moving
stage sets and ballet scenery.



Wire Sculptures

"I think best in wire.”

- Alexander Calder, from Calder’s
Universe, 1976

 
Aztec Josephine Baker, ca. 1929
wire
53 x 10 x 9 in.
134.6 x 25.4 x 22.9 cm
Private Collection
© 1998 Estate of Alexander Calder/Artists 
Rights Society (ARS), New York



Steel Fish (1934)



Model for the New York Workd’s Fair (1938)

During WWII, he 
tried to join the 
marines, but was 
rejected, so he 
went back to 
work on his 
scuptures. The 
war caused a 
shortage of 
metal, so he 
turned to wood 
as a material.



Lily of Force (1945) Sword Plant (1947)



Finny Fish (1948)



Triple Gong (1951)

I love red so much that I almost 
want to paint everything red. -
 Alexander Calder



.125 (for JFK airport) (1957)

In the 1950s, he 
started 
producing huge 
sculptures for 
public places.

La Spirale (1958)



L’Homme (man) (1967)

In 1962, he moved to 
France, into a new, 
ultra-modern 
workshop. He made 
models of his giant 
sculptures, which were
then handed off to  
metal workers to 
fabricate. Calder 
watched over their 
work to make sure they 
executed his design 
perfectly. The big 
sculptures were made 
of carbon steel. His 
mobiles were mostly 
aluminum.



Calder created 
this sculpture in 
1971 to be 
installed at the 
entrance of the 
World Trade 
Center in New 
York City. On 
September 11, 
2001, the 
sculpture was 
destroyed when 
the World Trade 
Center 
collapsed after 
being struck by 
two terrorist-
hijacked 
airplanes.WTC Stabile (Bent Propeller) 

(1971)



In 1973, Braniff Airlines 
hired him to paint a full size 
DC-8 plane–“a flying 
canvas”. He painted another 
plane in 1976 for the U.S. 
Bicentennial. In 1975, BMW 
hired him to paint a BMW 3.0 
CSL (car) which launched the
BMW car project (lots of 
other artists followed with 
their own car paintings).



Alexander Calder died on 
November 11, 1976. 

Two months after his death, 
he was posthumously 
awarded the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom – the 
United States’ highest 
civilian honor.

His family boycotted the 
ceremony as a protest to the
war in Vietnam.









 http://www.ubu.com/film/calder.html
 http://www.sfmoma.org/espace/calder/calder_

intro.html
 http://www.nga.gov/exhibitions/caldwel.shtm
 http://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/dat

abase/calder_a.html
 http://www.artcyclopedia.com/artists/calder_al

exander.html
 http://www.calder.org/
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