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One District, One Book Project for parents and care-givers 

Our district is proud to be participating in this family-focused program. Over the 

coming weeks, we will ALL be invited to participate in our first “One District, One 

Book” experience. 

 

What is it? In short, all families and staff will be given a copy of the same book. A 

learning packet will go home with the copy of the book on May 4. The packet 

will guide your family as you read the book over the coming weeks.  

 

What does this mean for me as a parent?  Our school is asking that regardless of 

whether your child is a kindergartner or a fifth grader, you read every word out 

loud as a family. For a few short weeks we will ask you to make reading this book 

an extra-special daily or nightly event in your home.  In the learning packets, 

you will find grade level specific activities in reading, math, and science.  At the 

end of each packet you will find extensions and resources to continue learning.  

Your child’s teacher will check in weekly to talk about the book and activities. 

 

Why? Readtothem.org shares that, “The benefits of reading aloud are 

remarkable!  Studies have shown that reading to children helps them to listen 

better and longer, build better vocabularies, understand concepts better, feel 

positive about both books and learning, and more. When an entire school reads 

the same book, the buzz and excitement around the book being read increases 

these benefits, and there is the added joy of building community in the school 

family.” This is not to mention the added benefit of spending real quality time 

with your children while simultaneously promoting the benefits of reading and 

school! 

 

The big question! How can a fifth grader and kindergartner read the same book? 

The simple truth: they can’t all read it, but if it is read to them, they can all enjoy 

a good story. 

 

Visit our district’s website!  There is a special place on our website dedicated to 

this program. On this page, your family will find videos of each chapter being 

read aloud, all the information that is being sent home, a few of the pictures we 

are collecting along the way, and much more! 



  



 

 

 

 

Reading Activity 2: “Just the Facts” 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Activity 3: “Exploring the Genre” 



 

 

 

  

Reading Activity 4:  

“Emojify the Story” 

Reading Activity 5: “Dear Diary” 



  

Reading Activity 6: 

“Figurative Language” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Activity 7: “I am…” 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Activity 8: 

“Summing it Up” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Math Activities 

Math Activity 1:  
“Let’s Go For a Walk” 

BAT walks Thor the same number of times every day. BAT decided to calculate the total number 
of times he walked Thor for the past six days. He used a number line to find the total.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Math Activity 2:  

“Painting a Mural” 

BAT’s sister, Janie, loves art! She loves to be creative and 

paint beautiful pictures!  

BAT wants Janie to paint a mural of a skunk on his bedroom 

wall. His wall is 10 feet wide and 8 feet tall.  

What should the area of the mural be?  

If the sky takes up the top 6 feet of the painting, what is the 

area of the sky?  

What is the remaining area of the mural? 

Challenge: Draw a mural of your favorite animal scene and 

find the areas of each section.   

 

 

Challenge: If you have a pet, keep track of how often you walk them in a 

week. Create your own number line to find the answer.  

How many times have I walked Thor during the past six days?   

___________________ 

How many times did I walk him each day?   

___________________ 

Write an equation that represents the problem that I solved 

using the number line. 

____________________________________ 

  



Math Activity 3:  

“S’more Fun” 

BAT and Janie love sweet foods and they’ve found a recipe for S’mores Trail Mix! As they get 

ready to make a batch, they discover all the measuring cups are dirty except for the one that 

measures 1/8 cup. Can you help them adjust the recipe so they can make a batch? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Math Activity 4:  

“Sweet Tooth”  

Janie bought bags of candy at the candy store with BAT 

and her Dad.  

Janie wants to share a bag of candy with her friends! She 

empties the contents of a bag on her table and counts 72 

total pieces of candy.  

If Janie shares evenly with 8 friends, how many pieces of 

candy would each of them get?  

If Janie shares evenly with 9 friends, how many pieces of 

candy would each of them get?  

 

Challenge: How many pieces of candy would each friend 

get if Janie shares evenly with 4 friends? Is it possible to 

share evenly with 5 friends? Why or why not? 

S’mores Trail Mix 

   

Directions: Measure and pour ingredients into a large bowl, 

stir well to mix up the ingredients, serve and enjoy.   

Challenge:  

Looks like BAT and Janie 

have friends coming over. 

Can you double the 

recipe? How much of 

each ingredient would 

you need? 

Ingredients:    Recipe             Adjusted Recipe 

Golden Grahams Cereal 1 ¼ cups     1 
8

 cups           

Chocolate chips  ½ cup         
8

 cups           

Mini marshmallows  ¾ cups        
8

 cups           

½ cup equals 1 serving. 

  



Math Activity 5:  

“My Shoes Have Eyes”  

 Mr. Grayson’s shoes always fascinated 

BAT!  

Find a pair of shoes in your house that have 

eyelets. Eyelets are the little holes that hold 

your laces.  

Count the eyelets on one side of one of 

your shoes. How can you find the total  

number of eyelets for your pair of shoes?   

Find four pairs of shoes in your house that 

have eyelets. Write and solve an equation 

to find the total number of eyelets for all of 

the shoes.  

  

 

 

 

Math Activity 6:  

“Zoo Field Trip”  

The Saw Whet School is going on a 

field trip to the zoo!  

There are 71 students who paid to 

attend the field trip. Of those that 

paid, 8 students cannot go on the 

day of the trip. There needs to be 

7 groups at the zoo and each 

group must have an equal number 

of students. How many students 

will be in each group on the field 

trip? 

___________ students per group 

  

Which equation matches 

the word problem? 

(71 ÷ 8) − 7 = 𝑥 

(71 − 8) ÷ 7 = 𝑥 

(8 − 7) ÷ 71 = 𝑥 



Math Activity 7:  

“Zoo Field Trip”  

  While at the zoo, Saw Whet students learn 

that the zoo is looking to build additional 

enclosures for their animals. They’ve 

identified a rectangular field that they’d like 

to split into four equally-sized enclosures. 

Draw lines on the rectangle to the right to split 

the field into 4 equal parts.  

What fraction of the whole would one of these 

parts represent? What would two parts 

represent? 

Challenge: Can you find another way to divide 

the field into four equal parts? What might be 

the advantages/disadvantages of building the 

enclosures the way you drew them in your first 

design versus your second design? 

 

 

 

 

 

 Math Activity 8:  

“Time Spent” 

BAT spends a lot of “time” thinking 

about time. He thinks about the time 

he’s at school, the time he’s not with 

Thor, the time he spends with his Dad.  

Help BAT tell how much time is spent 

between each activity using the 

following time sheets!  

 

 



“Time Spent” Time Sheet #1 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Time Spent” Time Sheet #2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Time Spent” Time Sheet #3 

With your family, make a list of special activities that you are doing during the day.  

For one week (7 days): Record the time that you start. Record the time that you finish. Calculate 

how much time is spent doing each activity.  

Recess began at the time shown on Clock 
A. Recess ended at the time shown on 

Clock B. 
 

How many minutes were spent at recess?  

BAT began reading at the time shown on 
Clock A. He stopped at the time shown on 

Clock B. 
 

How many minutes did BAT spend reading?  



Science Activities 

Science Activity 1:  

“Cooking” 

 

BAT’s mom prepared tea for her family (page 81).   

1. How do you think the temperature of the water that 

she poured into cups from the kettle compared to the 

temperature of the water that comes out of the tap?   

 

2. Why do you think it is important to change the 

temperature of water to make tea?   

 

3. Compare what would happen to a tea bag placed in 

cold water to a tea bag placed in hot water.   

BAT’s mom also prepared spaghetti and meatballs 

for her family (page 118).   

4. Describe the temperature water must be in order 

to prepare spaghetti noodles and make them ready 

to eat.    

 

5. What change of state does the water go through as 

the noodles cook?   

 

6. Challenge:  Go ask your parent to make you 

spaghetti for dinner.  Offer to help them cook the 

noodles! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Science Activity 2:  

“Weather” 

Saw Whet School’s philosophy was that students should go 

outside at recess rain or shine or snow.  BAT observed the 

weather closely because he did not enjoy going to recess in 

the rain.  

1. What weather-related event did BAT observe (page 45) 

that made him infer that recess would be wet? 

 

2. What weather patterns have you observed that allow 

you infer that will rain?   

 

3. Now, it’s your turn to closely observe the weather 

just like BAT! 

 On your paper, draw 5 blocks like the example 

provided. Record weather information over a 

period of 5 days in the chart you create. Go outside 

each morning and make careful observations about 

the weather.   While outside, observe the sky, the 

temperature, and how the air feels.  Record these 

observations in the weather observation box.  After 

you’ve recorded your observations each morning, 

based on those observations, try to infer what the 

weather will be like all day.  Will it be sunny, rainy, 

windy, cloudy? Do you expect the weather to 

change during the day? Record your inferences in 

the weather inference box.  Each afternoon, return 

to your record sheet and note the actual weather.  

Compare your weather inference to the actual 

weather.  Were your inferences correct?  Your 

investigation has made you one step closer to being 

a meteorologist!   

 

 

 

 

Weather Observation: 

Weather Inference: 

Actual weather:  



Science Activity 3:  

“The Sun” 

BAT woke up early to a dark sky that was 
starting to change. He could hear birds singing 
as the sky began to lighten and turn violet and 
pink, then orangey red.  

1. What time of day do you think it was? What 
do you think was causing the sky to lighten and 
change colors? What do we call this object that 
appears large and bright in the sky?  

2. Circle the underlined phrase that completes the following sentence.  

The Sun is a star and appears large and bright because it is the:  

closest star to Earth  furthest star from Earth 

 

3. What time of day can you see the Sun rise in the sky? Is the 
sky getting darker or lighter during this time? Have you ever 
watched a morning sunrise? If yes, what colors did you see?  

4. What time of day can you see the Sun set in the sky? Is the 
sky getting darker or lighter during this time? Have you ever 
watched an evening sunset? If yes, what colors did you see?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Science Activity 4:  

“Classifying Animals” 

“BAT” was what almost everyone called Bixby 
Alexander Tam for a couple of reasons: the initials of 
his name- B, A, and T- spelled BAT, he wore earmuffs 
for his sensitive hearing, and he flapped his hands 
like a bat flaps its wings. BAT didn’t mind. Animals 
were his very favorite thing.  

BAT loved to read his animal encyclopedia, and many different animals were mentioned 
throughout the story: 

bat  owl       mayfly     caterpillar  ferret  cat 

hawk  rabbit    gorilla     horse   badger  weasel  

skunk  butterfly   kangaroo    dog   

 

1. A mammal is a warm-blooded vertebrate (have a backbone) animal. Mammals have hair or 
fur, female mammals produce milk for their young, and typically give birth to live young.  

Put a circle around animals in the list above that are mammals. 

 

2. Birds are warm-blooded egg-laying vertebrates (have a backbone). Birds have feathers, 
wings, and a beak and are typically able to fly.  

Underline animals in the list above that are birds. 

 

3.  Arthropods are invertebrate (have no backbone) animals, such as insects, spiders, or 
crustaceans.  

Put a star next to animals in the list above that are arthropods. 

 

4. Vertebrates are animals that have a backbone, and invertebrates are animals that do not 
have a backbone.  

Put a “V” for vertebrate next to animals in the list above that have a backbone. Put an “I” for 
invertebrate next to animals in the list above that do not have a backbone. 

 

 

 



Reading Standards Addressed 

Questions before, during and after reading: LAFS.3.RL.1.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate 

understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.; LAFS.3.RL.1.2 

Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the central 

message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text; LAFS.3.RL.1.3 

Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions 

contribute to the sequence of events.; LAFS.3.RL.2.6-Distinguish their own point of view from that of the 

narrator or those of the characters.; LAFS.3.RL.3.7 Explain how specific aspects of a texts illustrations 

contribute to what is conveyed by the words in a story (e.g., create mood, emphasize aspects of a 

character or setting). 

 

Activity 1: LAFS.3.RL.1.3-Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and 

explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events. 

Activity 2: LAFS.3.RI.3.9- Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in 

two texts on the same topic. LAFS.3.RI.4.10 - By the end of the year, read and comprehend 

informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at the high end of the 

grades 2–3 text complexity band independently and proficiently.LAFS.3.RL.4.10-By the end of the year, 

read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the grades 42-

3 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

Activity 3: LAFS.3.RL.1.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring 

explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers; LAFS.3.RL.4.10- By the end of the year, read and 

comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the grades 2-3 text 

complexity band independently and proficiently. 

Activity 4: LAFS.3.RL.1.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and 

explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events. 

Activity 5: LAFS.3.RL.2.6- Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those of the 

characters. 

Activity 6: LAFS.3. L.3.5- Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 

meanings. Distinguish the literal and nonliteral meanings of words and phrases in context 

Activity 7: LAFS.3.RL.1.3- Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and 

explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events. 

Activity 8: LAFS.3.RL.1.1- Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring 

explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 

 

 

 

 



Math Standards Addressed 

Activity 1: MAFS.3.OA.1.1 - Interpret products of whole numbers, e.g., interpret 5 × 7 as the total 

number of objects in 5 groups of 7 objects each. For example, describe a context in which a total 

number of objects can be expressed as 5 × 7. 

Activity 2: MAFS.3.MD.3.7.b&d - Relate area to the operations of multiplication and addition. Multiply 

side lengths to find areas of rectangles with whole-number side lengths in the context of solving real 

world and mathematical problems, and represent whole-number products as rectangular areas in 

mathematical reasoning. Recognize area as additive. Find areas of rectilinear figures by decomposing 

them into non-overlapping rectangles and adding the areas of the non-overlapping parts, applying this 

technique to solve real world problems. 

Activity 3: MAFS.3.NF.1.3 - Recognize and generate simple equivalent fractions, e.g., 1/2 = 2/4, 4/6 = 

2/3). Explain why the fractions are equivalent, e.g., by using a visual fraction model. 

Activity 4 & 5: MAFS.3.OA.1.3 - Use multiplication and division within 100 to solve word problems in 

situations involving equal groups, arrays, and measurement quantities, e.g., by using drawings and 

equations with a symbol for the unknown number to represent the problem. 

Activity 6: MAFS.3.OA.4.8 - Solve two-step word problems using the four operations. Represent these 

problems using equations with a letter standing for the unknown quantity. Assess the reasonableness of 

answers using mental computation and estimation strategies including rounding. 

Activity 7: MAFS.3.G.1.2 - Partition shapes into parts with equal areas. Express the area of each part as a 

unit fraction of the whole. For example, partition a shape into 4 parts with equal area, and describe the 

area of each part as 1/4 of the area of the shape. 

Activity 8: MAFS.3.MD.1.1 - Tell and write time to the nearest minute and measure time intervals in 

minutes. Solve word problems involving addition and subtraction of time intervals in minutes, e.g., by 

representing the problem on a number line diagram. 

Science Standards Addressed 

Activity 1: SC.3.P.8.1 - Measure and compare temperatures of various samples of solids and liquids. 
SC.3.P.9.1 - Describe the changes water undergoes when it changes state through heating and cooling 
by using familiar scientific terms such as melting, freezing, boiling, evaporation, and condensation. 

Activity 2: SC.3.N.1.3 - Keep records as appropriate such as pictorial, written, or simple charts and 

graphs of investigations conducted. SC.3.N.1.6 - Infer based on observation. 

Activity 3: SC.3.E.5.3 Recognize that the Sun appears large and bright because it is the closest star to 
Earth. 

Activity 4: SC.3.L.15.1 Classify animals into major groups (mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, fish, 
arthropods, vertebrates and invertebrates, those having live births and those which lay eggs) according 
to their physical characteristics and behaviors. 


