BARTRAM TRAIL HIGH SCHOOLTURFGRASS

CLASS HANDBOOK

The purpose of this program is to prepare students for a career in the Turf grass industry.    The course content includes instruction in design, installation, establishment, maintenance, and management of turf areas.  Classroom study is combined with comprehensive hands-on experience.  There have been a few changes to the program starting in the 2012-2013 school year. First, the class sizes are smaller.  The current students were chosen by me to remain in the program.  Second, I will be a parking lot attendant during part of the day.  While I am in the parking lot, I will be able to assist and monitor the students.  I have high expectations for the Turf program this year.
GRADE DETERMINATION

In the evaluation of the individual student, performance and practical examinations are used in addition to written test.  
Grading is as follows:

1. General outlook as reflected by student attitude, cooperation, and preparation for work.  (see habits below)

2. Quizzes, tests, and projects

DAILY GRADING SCALE
4-ABOVE AVERAGE

3-AVERAGE

2-BELOW AVERAGE

1-UNACCEPTABLE

0-NO EFFORT/ UNEXCUSED ABSENCE

WORK HABITS INFLUENCING DAILY GRADE:

1. WORK SAFELY

2. NEAT, WELL ORGANIZED, QUALITY WORK

3. POSITIVE WORK ATTITUDE

4. ON TIME

5. ON TASK IN ASSIGNED WORK AREA

6. CLEAN UP (REPLACEMENT OF TOOLS AND SUPPLIES)

7. APPROPRIATE CLOTHING

8. ABILITY TO WORK WITH OTHERS

9. ABILITY TO LISTEN TO THE INSTRUCTOR AND FOLLOW DIRECTIONS

CLASSROOM:

Bookwork such as definitions and chapter review questions will be given periodically.  Also lectures and video presentations will be given.  Lockers will be provided in the classroom.  Only work clothing and horticulture/ turf textbooks are to be stored there.  Students should not be in the classroom during other periods or lunch.  This includes the shop area.
CLASS EQUIPMENT:
Tools, tractors, carts, and mowers are class equipment.  Safety is of the utmost importance.  Equipment must be operated with care.  There is ZERO TOLERANCE for improper use or abuse of equipment and tools.  Students operating equipment recklessly or carelessly will NOT be permitted to use any at all.  ANY DAMAGES CAUSED BY CARELESS USE OF EQUIPMENT WILL BE THE FINICIAL RESPONSIBILTY OF THE STUDENT/ PARENTS.  If a piece of equipment does not seem to be functioning properly, turn it off and notify Mr. Griffin.  Equipment should be signed out after an inspection has been performed for fuel, oil, tire pressure, etc.  After tools and equipment have been cleaned, return them to their proper place.
UNIFORM FOR CLASS:

Proper work clothes should be kept at the school for the student to change for class.  Our areas are sometimes wet and many tasks require working with soil.  During the winter months, an old sweat-shirt or jacket is recommended.  Neither good clothes nor hot or cold weather is an excuse for not participating in daily class work.  Sun protection such as a hat and sun lotion is recommended.  HATS MUST BE REMOVED BEFORE ENTERING THE SCHOOL BUILDING.  Lockers and locks will be provided.  Shoes must be worn at all times, no flip-flops.

Ronnie Griffin

Turf grass Instructor
904-547-8340
griffinr@stjohns.k12.fl.us
BARTRAM TRAIL HIGH SCHOOL
TURF CLASS RULES

1. Always show respect for yourself and others.  Profane language, racial slurs, and harassment will not be tolerated.

2. Always work safely.  Drive the equipment slowly at all times.
3. Report all accidents or injuries to Mr. Griffin immediately.
4. The tardy bell is a signal for students to be in their seats, ready to begin work.

5. When the instructor is talking, silence and your complete attention is expected.

6. There is zero tolerance for fighting, wrestling, or horseplay.

7. Students not in their assigned work area will be considered skipping. This includes returning to the shop/ classroom area without permission.
8. Students are not permitted to return to their vehicle during class.

9. All school and county rules will be enforced.  Especially no tobacco products.

10. Any damage caused by careless or reckless use of equipment will be paid for by the student/parents.
11. No “joy riding” on the equipment.  All equipment is for work only.  Do not ride the gator to ROTC or other areas.  Do not use a mower or tractor as transportation.

The following steps will be taken:

1. A student teacher conference (warning).

2. A phone call to the parents

3. A referral to the dean’s office.

4. A parent/teacher conference.

5. A request to the guidance office to have the student placed in another class.

Some offenses will result in an immediate referral to the dean’s office depending on the severity.

I HAVE READ, I UNDERSTAND, AND I WILL FOLLOW THE RULES WRITTEN HERE.

____________________                    ____________________

Parent Signature/ Date                        Student Signature/ Date

