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October 20, 2013 
 
The Honorable Mark Murphy 
Secretary of Education 
John G. Townsend Building 
401 Federal Street, Suite 2 
Dover, DE 19901 
 
Dear Secretary Murphy, 
 
This letter is to demonstrate the New Tech Network’s support for Delaware STEM Academy’s charter 
application. We are proud to partner with the Founding Board of Delaware STEM Academy as they 
work to provide a new educational opportunity for the students in New Castle County, Delaware.  
 
Following the school’s approval, the New Tech Network will continue to partner with the Founding 
Board of Delaware STEM Academy, to help launch a high quality New Tech instructional program that 
will provide students with real-world, interest based learning opportunities in the STEM fields with an 
engineering and environmental sciences platform and environmental stewardship program.  The New 
Tech Network will support Delaware STEM Academy’s development in partnership with Innovative 
Schools by identifying qualified school-leader candidates, providing access to high-quality professional 
development for all staff, and providing access to educational and marketing materials customized for 
New Tech schools. Delaware STEM Academy students and staff will also be a part of an energetic and 
dedicated support network of over 120 schools across the United States that are also implementing the 
New Tech Network’s school design.  
 
Delaware STEM Academy would be a unique and important addition to the education opportunities for 
New Castle County youth.  Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this new charter proposal. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Nick Kappelhof 
Director of New School Development 
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December	  12,	  2013	  

	  
Charter	  School	  Accountability	  Committee	  
Delaware	  Department	  of	  Education	  

John	  G.	  Townsend	  Building	  
401	  Federal	  Street	  
Dover,	  Delaware	  19901	  

	  
Dear	  members	  of	  the	  Charter	  School	  Accountability	  Committee,	  
	  

I	  am	  writing	  on	  behalf	  of	  the	  Brandywine	  Valley	  Chapter	  of	  ASM	  International®	  
(BVC)	  to	  express	  support	  for	  the	  Delaware	  STEM	  Academy,	  which	  will	  be	  located	  in	  
Wilmington.	  	  The	  membership	  of	  ASM	  International®	  consists	  of	  Materials	  

Professionals,	  many	  of	  whom	  are	  employed	  as	  Engineers	  and	  Scientists.	  	  The	  BVC	  
has	  a	  long	  history	  of	  involvement	  in	  education;	  we've	  judged	  science	  fairs,	  mentored	  
students	  and	  offered	  scholarships	  to	  attend	  a	  High	  School	  Student's	  Materials	  Camp	  

at	  Drexel	  University.	  	  In	  June	  of	  2014,	  the	  BVC	  is	  running	  a	  Materials	  Camp	  for	  
Middle	  and	  High	  School	  Science	  Teachers	  at	  the	  University	  of	  Delaware.	  
	  

We	  believe	  that	  Delaware	  STEM	  Academy	  will	  not	  only	  provide	  students	  with	  a	  high	  
quality	  academic	  program,	  but,	  by	  preparing	  students	  in	  the	  STEM	  fields	  and	  putting	  
them	  on	  track	  for	  STEM	  careers,	  the	  school	  will	  also	  play	  an	  important	  role	  in	  

helping	  to	  fill	  a	  shortage	  in	  these	  critically	  important	  fields.	  	  Having	  this	  school	  
located	  in	  New	  Castle	  County,	  close	  to	  business	  involved	  in	  the	  STEM	  fields,	  will	  
ensure	  that	  strong	  partnerships	  can	  be	  secured	  to	  provide	  students	  with	  access	  to	  

expertise	  in	  these	  industries	  and	  to	  facilitate	  real	  world	  learning.	  	  The	  school’s	  
choice	  to	  teach	  students	  this	  content	  through	  the	  approach	  of	  project	  based	  
learning	  and	  one-‐to-‐one	  technology	  will	  be	  ideal	  and	  will	  truly	  make	  Delaware	  STEM	  

a	  unique	  academic	  program	  in	  the	  region.	  	  	  
	  
Delaware	  STEM	  Academy	  would	  be	  an	  important	  addition	  to	  the	  educational	  

opportunities	  for	  New	  Castle	  County	  youth,	  and	  the	  Brandywine	  Valley	  Chapter	  of	  
ASM	  International®	  would	  be	  pleased	  to	  partner	  with	  Delaware	  STEM	  Academy	  on	  
community	  based	  projects	  should	  its	  charter	  be	  approved.	  

	  
Thank	  you	  for	  the	  opportunity	  to	  comment	  on	  this	  new	  charter	  proposal.	  
	  

Sincerely,	  
John	  Crowther	  
Chair,	  Brandywine	  Valley	  Chapter	  

ASM	  International®	  
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