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Testing and Assessment in 
Elementary School

– Allows students to show what they have learned
– Allows students to show how much they have 

learned (progress made)
– Allows parents to know how well their child is learning
– Allows teachers to see how well they are doing
– Results are used to design instruction and plans for 

supporting the student



Testing and Assessment

– A process or event designed to measure abilities, 
skills, or knowledge

– Determines “mastery level”, or where the student is in
achievement of meeting learning goals

– Used to create goals for learning and strategies for 
teaching

– Helps to determine readiness for next set of concepts



In Elementary Grades
Tests and assessments include those  provided by the 

teacher, the county, and the state
Teacher   Projects   Reports   Unit/Chapter Tests Presentations

County   Universal Math Screener  Universal Reading Screener

State  Georgia Milestones ACCESS Georgia 
Alternative Assessment  GKIDS

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/default.aspx



Teacher Created Tests and 
Assessments

• Include “formal” and “informal” evaluations of student 
learning

• Formal tests are usually taken at the end of a unit, term, or 
year
– usually used to indicate how well a student has 

“mastered” standards that were taught, and may be 
used to determine a grade, or statement of 
achievement

– used to determine if re-teaching needs to be provided



Teacher Created Tests and 
Assessments
• Informal assessments are used by the teacher in order to gain 

understanding of student progress in moving toward mastery of a
standard and are used to communicate progress to the student 
and to parents
– Includes activities such as in-class “non-graded” assignments, 

discussions, one-on-one conversation with the student, etc.
– Results often show what a student may specifically need to 

learn in order to successfully move toward mastery of a 
standard

– Provides information on how parents may be able to help 
their child

– Helps the teacher to plan for and provide specific 
instructional strategies to help the student achieve success



District Created Assessments:  
9-Week Checkpoints

Paulding County students in grades 4-5 complete a 
9-Week Checkpoint Assessment in Reading, English 
Language Arts and Math; this is administered at the end 
of each 9 weeks

– Based on the content that was taught in the 9 week term
– Administered in a formal way
– Results are used to guide teaching: what may need to be 

retaught so that students will achieve success, and how 
parents can help their child

– May be used as a student grade



District Assessments:  
K-3 Reading & Math Fluency Assessments

Each nine weeks, students in grades Kindergarten through 3rd 
grade participate in a Reading Fluency and Math Fluency 
assessment.

– Used to measure progress, identify areas in needs of improvement, 
and to plan for instruction

– Provides information for teachers and parents on areas where 
students have mastered learning and where they may need 
additional support

– Provides information to plan for “next-steps” so that the student will 
experience continuous growth 

Teachers share specific information about student results during 
Parent-Teacher Conferences in October and March.



Georgia Milestones (Elementary)

• Designed to measure how well students have learned the skills and 
knowledge described in the curriculum in the areas of English language arts 
and mathematics in grades 3, 4, & 5

• Science and social studies – only 5th grade this year (2016-2017)

• Taken at the end of the school year

• Provide information on academic achievement at student, class, school, 
system, and state levels

• Used to diagnose individual student strengths and weaknesses as related to 
the instruction of the state adopted curriculum, and to gauge the quality of 
education throughout Georgia.



Tests Required by the State
2 types of questions on Georgia Milestones 

Criterion-referenced items in the Georgia Milestones such as 
the Georgia Milestones, are designed to measure how well 
students acquire, learn, and accomplish the knowledge 
and skills set forth in a specific curriculum or unit of 
instruction. The Georgia Milestones, is specifically intended 
to test Georgia's performance and content standards 
outlined in the CCGPS/GPS. 

Norm-referenced items in the Georgia Milestones measure 
instructional standards commonly taught throughout the 
entire United States of America. Additionally norm-
referenced items highlight differences between and 
among students across an achievement continuum.



Georgia Milestones

Features

– “Open-ended constructed response” in English-language arts and 
math--students write answers

– A writing component
– Transition to on-line testing



What is an open-ended constructed
response?
• open-ended, short answer questions

• students “construct” their own responses to answer these 
questions (as opposed to multiple-choice format)

• answers to questions could be a few words or a few sentences, 
depending on what is being asked

• may require more than recall of facts--students may have to 
apply their own knowledge to certain situations, analyze 
information or solve problems 



Georgia Milestones
• Further details about the Georgia Milestones will be shared at 

parent meetings in February

• Resources will be shared with parents, to help prepare your child 
for success on the Georgia Milestones

• Support in understanding test results will be offered when student
reports are available



Writing Assessments
Paulding County School District students participate in a 

writing assessment every nine weeks

• serves to provide information on student progress, and 
allows for teachers to plan effective instruction in writing

• district provides a “writing prompt” that is based on a 
current unit of study

• The state no long gives a writing assessment; writing 
assessment is “built-in” to the English Language Arts Georgia
Milestone



GKIDS
• The Georgia Kindergarten Inventory of Developing Skills 

(GKIDS) is a year-long, performance-based assessment

• The goal is to provide teachers with information about 
the level of instructional support needed by individual 
students in kindergarten and those entering first grade

• The test is a process, and is the report card 



SRI - Scholastic Reading Inventory
• Online computer adaptive assessment given to K-12 students.

• SRI - Two Different Types of Tests 

• Foundational Test (phonics, letter name, sound) 
– This is given to students in K-2. 

• The Foundational Test results are reported as Fluency Scores. 

• Comprehension Test (comprehension, reading) 
– This is given to grades 3-12 and those that score 49 or above on the Foundation Test. 
– The Comprehension Test scores are reported in Lexiles. 

• Both assessment types are adaptive – This means that the questions change 
as students answer correctly or incorrectly to adjust to the student’s level. 



SRI – Foundational Test
• Accuracy and fluency are two essential components of being able to 

read. The assessment measures both by assessing the following:
– phonological awareness 
– letter- name knowledge 
– letter sound knowledge 
– sight word recognition 
– decoding of nonwords 

• Students begin with the foundation assessment in K-2 to ensure that 
students have the accuracy and fluency to read. A student with a 
fluency measure of 49 or above would be ready for the SRI 
Comprehension assessment. 

Grade Grade-Level Fluency Range
K 0-35
1 36-58
2 59-82



Foundational Reading Assessment 
Scoring Guide

• Fluency and accuracy are broken 
down further for the Foundational 
Reading Assessment Scoring Guide to 
the left. 

• Based upon the score, teachers can 
pinpoint what areas each student is 
excelling in and those skills that need 
additional practice. 

• Knowing this assessment information 
along with a child’s performance in 
the classroom, a student’s plan 
becomes detailed and specific to the 
individual. 



SRI-Comprehension Test
• These levels are broken into 

four performance levels. 
– Advanced: Superior 

performance on grade level skills
& concepts. 

– Proficient: Competent 
performance on grade level skills
& concepts. 

– Basic: Minimal competent 
performance on grade level skills
& concepts. 

– Below Basic: Doesn’t exhibit 
minimal competency on grade 
level skills & concepts. 



SRI Comprehension Test Reporting
• Lexiles are a measure of how difficult a text is or a student’s reading 

ability level 

• As students complete the SRI tests, growth towards proficient and 
advanced are ideal. 

• For students that begin in a lower band, they are expected to grow 
more than a student that begins at an advanced band. This is 
because a student that begins lower has more room to grow. 

• Ideally, students at the elementary level should be gaining 75-100 
lexiles and middle/high school students will gain 50-70 lexiles. 

• Keep in mind, each child is unique and so is his/her performance. With 
this in mind, students should be continually progressing within each 
band and moving ahead from one performance band to the next. 



SMI-Scholastic Math Inventory
• Online computer adaptive assessment given to K-8 students. 

• SMI is used to determine a student’s readiness for math instruction. 

• Scoring is reported in Quantiles. Knowing a student’s quantile provides 
a method of knowing what a student is ready to learn in math. 

• K-2 Assessment 
– Screens for early numeracy and basic fact fluency 

• 3-8 Assessment 
– Screens for fact fluency (add, subtraction, multiplication, division) 
– Readiness for math instruction through Algebra II. 



SMI-Reporting
• These levels are broken 

into four performance 
levels:
– Advanced: Superior 

performance on grade 
level skills & concepts. 

– Proficient: Competent 
performance on grade 
level skills & concepts. 

– Basic: Minimal competent 
performance on grade 
level skills & concepts. 

– Below Basic: Doesn’t exhibit
minimal competency on 
grade level skills & 
concepts. 



SMI Ideal Growth
• Just like SRI, students that are in a lower performance band have

more room to grow over the year. 

• If a student began the year in 3rd grade scoring in a below basic
range, he/she would have the opportunity to grow 260 quantiles 
or more over the course of a year. 

• Regardless of each child’s starting point, they should be growing 
through out the year. 



A Parents Guide 
to the Scholastic 
Reading 
Inventory



A Parents Guide 
to the Scholastic 
Reading 
Inventory



How Testing Results are Used
• State

– Observes and monitors the status of education in schools, counties and the 
state as a whole; based on results, the Georgia Department of Education 
designs learning and teaching expectations and provides support for 
continual improvement

• County
– Observes and monitors the effectiveness of instruction in schools and 

classrooms in order to provide professional learning and guidance in support 
of continual improvement

• School
– Observes and monitors the effectiveness of instruction in classrooms in order to

provide professional learning and guidance in support of continual 
improvement



How Testing Results are Used
• Teacher

– Observes and monitors progress of students in moving toward mastery of 
learning goals and provides effective instruction to ensure quality learning 
opportunities for each student

• Parent
– Understands what is expected of their child and where their child is in 

relation to achieving those expectations; seeks to be involved in 
supporting their child’s achievement  

• Student
– Understands what the learning expectations are and where they are in 

relation to attaining mastery; works toward achieving expected learning 
outcomes



Rubrics: An Assessment Tool
What is a rubric? 

• A rubric is a “guide” that states what is expected in an assignment or 
project, and helps to evaluate (or grade) a student's performance. 

• A rubric is an assessment tool used to measure students' work. 

• A rubric is a working guide for students and teachers, usually handed 
out before the assignment begins in order to get students to think 
about what is expected of their work.

• A rubric helps parents understand why a certain grade is given to their 
child’s work. 

(Examples on next two slides)







Rubrics: An Assessment Tool
Why use rubrics?

• Many experts believe that rubrics improve students' end 
products and help increase learning. When teachers evaluate 
(or grade) assignments and projects, they know what makes a 
good final product and why. When students receive rubrics 
beforehand, they understand what is expected and how they 
will be evaluated, and they can prepare accordingly. Parents 
can understand what is expected and why certain grades are 
given.



Rubrics: An Assessment Tool
Why Are Rubrics so Important?

• Rubrics help students, parents and teacher identify what quality 
work is. Students can judge their own work and accept more 
responsibility of the final product. Rubrics help the teacher to 
easily explain to the student why they got the grade that they 
received. Parents who work with their children also have a clear 
understanding of what is expected for a special project. Ask for 
a rubric to be sent home with project directions or other 
assignments such as writing.    



Rubrics: An Assessment Tool
How Do Rubrics Benefit Students? 

• When students are given the rubrics prior to the task, the students’ success is not left purely 
to chance.  Since expectations and requirements are clearly identified on rubrics, students 
can understand where they need to work on to improve their results. 

• A well-designed rubric allows teachers to compare a student’s performance or product to 
what it should be rather than to another student’s performance or product.

• Teachers and students using rubrics can create a positive atmosphere for evaluation 
together.  Both parties are encouraged to go beyond rightness and wrongness to include 
identifying the strengths and/or weaknesses in project or performance that were well done.

• Rubrics make it possible for students to assess their own work, and make it possible for peers 
to assess one another’s work. During the task, students use the rubric as a checklist to assess 
their product and track their progress.  Rubrics are excellent tools to promote peer 
assessment, where students learn how to give and receive constructive feedback



Rubrics: An Assessment Tool
How Do Rubrics Benefit Parents?

• Parents can feel more confident and comfortable helping 
students with homework because they know exactly what is 
expected of their child.

• Knowing what is being graded in a project or piece of work 
creates opportunity for discussion on “what counts” between 
teachers, students, and parents.

• Rubrics provide good discussion points about what it takes to 
meet or exceed a standard, and what further learning needs to 
take place. 



Teacher Commentary: Strengths 
and Next Steps
Understanding Teacher Commentary

• One of the most powerful ways a teacher or parent can 
communicate the level of achievement a student demonstrates 
and promote achievement is by offering feedback on student 
work.  This means letting the student know what they know and 
understand, and what directions they can take to improve.

Teacher commentary can be defined as: 

• Comments made by the teacher that let the student know how 
they are progressing toward the goals of learning.  Comments 
provide information on level of achievement and about what to 
do next.



Education is what remains after one 
has forgotten what one has learned in 
school. 

Albert Einstein

Questions?



The object of education is to prepare the 
young to educate themselves throughout 
their lives.  

Robert Maynard Hutchins

Please complete the 
feedback form.  We 
appreciate your input!


