Argumentative Writing: Quick Reference

DEBATABLE
CLAIM

The basis of your
paper, your claim states your
opinion on the topic and lets
the reader know what to ex-
pect. “Gum chewing helps
students perform better at
school.”

4 EVIDENCE N

Evidence includes facts, statistics, and expert opinions that
back up your reasons. Always gather more than you
think you need, and ALWAYS write down all the infor-
mation about where you found it.
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/ REASONS \

Your reasons are the
points you will
make. Reasons can
be opinion, but
you’ll need to back
them up with evi-
dence. After writing
your claim, ask
yourself the ques-
tions “because why?”
or “how?” to help
you find your rea-
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IN-TEXT

COUNTER-CLAIM

Acknowledge your opposition. This is a statement that goes against your
claim. “Gum-chewing is a distraction from learning.”

CITATIONS

When adding
evidence, intro-
duce it with

things such as

“According to
John Smith, au-

thor of ‘Gum
Saves the Day,’
98% of students
found that...

REBUTTAL

The section of your paper where using evidence, you ex-
plain why your opposition’s claim isn’t as logical as yours.
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Directions: Cut on solid lines and

fold on dotted lines. Cut out defi-
nitions and glue under tab of the

correct term.

Using evidence and
reasoning to show why
your opponent’s argument
isn’t as logical as yours

Introducing evidence and
giving credit to the
original author and source

The argument of your
opposition

The basis of your
argument

Why you believe what you
do; why your argument is
a good one

Facts, statistics, and
expert opinions that
support your reasons




