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CHAPTER 4 + CULTURE AND RELIGION IN EURASIA / NORTH AFRICA, 600 B.c.e.-600 c.E.

SOURCE 4.2 A Classical Indian Buddha

By the time of India’s Gupta dynasty (320-550 c.E.), Greco-Roman influence in| Bud-
dhist art was fading, replaced by more completely Indian images of the Buddha. Such
representations became the “classic” model illustrated in Source 4.2, which dates from
the sixth century c.E. The Buddha’s right hand with palm facing the viewer indicates
reassurance, or “have no fear”” The partially webbed fingers are among the lakshanas, or
signs of a Buddha image, that denote the Buddha’s unique status. So too is the hair knot
on the top of his head, symbolizing enlightenment.

An Indian Buddha

itan Museum of Art, New York, NY, USA/Purchase, Florance Waterbury Bequest, 1969 (69.222),
White/Image copyright ® The Metropolitan Museum of Art. Image source: Art Resource, NY

The Metropo
Photo: Bruce

Questions to Consider
1. The elongated earlobes reflect the heavwy, luxurious earrings that the Buddha
wore earlier in his life before becoming the enlightened one. Why might the artist
have included this detail in his depiction of the Buddha?
2. The creator of this statue intended to convey the Buddha's calm and detached pos-
ture toward the world. What features of the statue might illustrate this posture?

AP® ANALYZING HISTORICAL EVIDENCE
1. Compare this Gupta depiction of the Buddha with one other image or description
of the Buddha in this chapter. Analyze one reason for the difference.
2. Analyze the purpose of this statue for observers in the Gupta Empire.
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Buddhist Stories

AP® Working with Evidence: Representations of the Buddha

soURCE 4.3 The Reputation of the Buddha in Ancient

Various perceptions of the Buddha found expression not only in artistic form, but also in
the growing body of Buddhist texts, known as the Pali Canon, originally passed on orally
and reduced to writing during the first century B.C.E. Source 4.3 recounts a conversation
derived from one of these texts between the Buddha and a wandering holy man, Saku-
ludayin, about the qualities of various religious leaders in the area.

The Greater Discourse to Sakuludayin l ca. 1st century B.c.E.

Is;qkuludayin reported:] And some said this:
This recluse Gotama [the Buddha] is the head
of an order, the head of a group, the teacher of a
group, the well-known and famous founder of a
sect regarded by many as a saint. He is honoured,
respected, revered, and venerated by his disciples,
and his disciples live in dependence on him.. ..
Once the recluse Gotama was teaching his
Dhamma [truth, wisdom, teachings| to an assembly of
several hundred followers and there a certain disciple
of his cleared his throat. Thereupon one of his com-
panions in the holy life nudged him with his knee.
“Be quiet, venerable sir, make no noise; the Blessed
One, the Teacher, is teaching us the Dhamma.”
When the recluse Gotama is teaching the
Dhamma to an assembly of several hundred fol-
lowers, on that occasion there is no sound of his
disciples’ coughing or clearing their throats. For

Questions to Consider

then that large assembly is poised in expectancy ...
Just as though a man were at a crossroads pressing
out pure honey and a large group of people were
poised in expectancy. . ..

“But, [asked the Buddha] how many qualities
do you see in me because of which my disciples
honour, respect, revere, and venerate me?” [Saku-
ludayin replied] “Venerable sir, I see five qualities
in the Blessed One: . . . First, venerable sir, the
Blessed One eats little. . . . Again, the Blessed One
is content with any kind of robe. . . . Again, the
Blessed One is content with any kind of resting
place. . . . Again, venerable sir, the Blessed One is
secluded and commends seclusion.”

Source: Bhikkhu Nanamola and Bhikkhu Bodhi, trans., The Mid-
die Length Discourses of the Buddha (Boston: Wisdom Publications,
1995), 631-32.

4. How might you summarize the perception of the Buddha reflected in this source?

AP® ANALYZING HISTORICAL EVIDENCE

1. Evaluate the extent to which the attitudes toward wealth depicted in this story
differ from the attitude toward wealth expressed in the statue in Source 4.2.
2. Analyze the ways in which this story might have appealed to a broad audience.
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HAP® Exam Practice

MU‘tiple'ChOiCe Questions Choose the correct answer for each question.

Questions 1-3 refer to this map.
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The Spread of Early Christianity and Buddhism

1. Which of the following best describes the pattern shown on this map?

a. Independent development of religion
b. Differentiation of religious concepts
¢. Gradual diffusion of religion

d. Variations of beliefs within a religion

2. Which of the following contributed most to the disruption of the patterns shown on the map

during the third and fourth centuries C.E.?

a. The reduction of Silk Road trade as classical-era empires fell

b. The persecution of Buddhism by Tang dynasty China
¢. The spread of Islam into Western Asia and Africa
d. The persecution of Christianity under the Roman Empire
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s Christianity and Buddhism spread throughout Eurasia, they had which common impact on

3. A
3 soclal structures?
a Christianity and Buddhism favored the elites of society in their teachings on achieving a good
afterlife.
b, Christianity and Buddhism offered women an escape from traditional gender roles through
monastic living.
¢ Christianity and Buddhism promoted the violent upheaval of traditional social structures.
d. Christianity and Buddhism encouraged women to remain content with their established roles

in the household and society.

Questions 4-5 refer to this passage.

The Master said, “If the people be led by laws, and uniformity sought to be given them
by punishments, they will try to avoid the punishment, but have no sense of shame. If
they be led by virtue, and uniformity sought to be given them by the rules of propriety,
they will have the sense of shame, and moreover will become good.”

— Confucius, The Analects, ca. 479-221 B.C.E

4. The sentiments expressed in the excerpt above are best illustrated by which of the following
tenets of Confucianism?

a.
b.

Strict laws and government are the way to achieve social order.
Order in society and government comes from looking toward the relationship between
humans and nature.

. The only way to achieve social order is through the elimination of desire.

d. Order in society and government comes from the promotion of proper rituals and

behavior.

5. Which of the following contributed to the rise of Confucianism as the dominant political
philosophy in classical China?

d.

The discrediting of Legalism because of the harsh policies of the Qin dynasty led to the rise
of Confucianism.

. The violent overthrow of the Xia dynasty led to the search for social order, leading to the rise

of Confucianism.

. The Huang He Rebellion led to a government crackdown on Daoism and paved the way for the

rise of Confucianism.

. The restrictive policies of the Zhou government contributed to the suppression of other popular

schools of philosophy.
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A. Identify ONE common historical process in the period 600 8.C.E. to 600 c.k. that is reflected
in both images.

B. Explain ONE way in which images such as these can be seen as examples of the changes
that occurred in Buddhism as it spread from its place of origin. |

' ' ¢, Explain ONE change that occurred in the beliefs and teachings of Buddhism as it spread from

J its origins in India into East Asia,

‘the

]h’ 2, Use the passage below and your knowledge of world history to answer all parts of the question
| that follows.
Most religions present themselves as timeless revelations from the beyond, partaking
of eternity or at least reflecting ancient practice. In the eyes of historians, however, the
religious aspect of human life changes as much as any other. The Hindu tradition changed
from a religion of ritual and sacrifice to one of devotion and worship. Buddhism became
more conventionally religious, with an emphasis on the supernatural, as it evolved from
Theravada to Mahayana forms. A male-dominated hierarchical Christian Church, with its
pope, bishops, priests, and state support, was very different from the small house churches
that suffered persecution by imperial authorities in the early Christian centuries,
— Robert W, Strayer and Eric Nelson, Ways of the World

A. Identify ONE example of a religion or belief system that challenges the assertion made by the
authors in the passage.

B. Explain ONE example of a religion or belief system that changed its practices as described by
L the authors in the passage, other than the examples given above.

€. Explain ONE example of how a religion or belief system changed as it interacted with new
socleties and ideas.

3. Use your knowledge of world history to answer all parts of the question that follows.

A. Identify ONE way in which Zoroastrianism influenced the development of Judaism in the
period from roughly the sixth to fourth century B.c.E.

B. Explain ONE way in which Zoroastrianism and Judaism influenced Christianity in the first
century c.k.

€. Explain ONE way in which Christianity changed as it spread across Afro-Eurasia.
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