
 

                                                       Literary Birthdays:
                                  
Washington Irving     ……….. April 3

Maya Angelou..……………...April 4

Booker T. Washington ……..   April 5

Gary Soto ……………………April 12

Thomas Jefferson ……….…..April 13

Eudora Welty..……………… April 13

Henry James ……………… April 15

Thornton Wilder ……………April 17

Charlotte Bronte …………….April 21

Henry Fielding                        April 22

William Shakespeare ………. April 23

Robert Penn Warren                  April 24

Harper Lee ……………. …April 28   
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You know about the Newbery 
and the Caldecott Award, but 
do you know 
about the Printz Award? 

The Michael L. Printz Award is 
an award for a book that exemplifies literary 
excellence in young adult literature. 
This year’s Printz Award was awarded to Ship 
Breaker by Paolo Bacigalupi.

In a world in which society has stratified, 
fossil fuels have been consumed, and the seas 
have risen and drowned coastal cities, Nailer, 
17, scavenges beached tankers for scrap metals
on the Gulf Coast. Every day, he tries to 
“make quota” and avoid his violent, drug-
addicted father. After he discovers a modern 
clipper ship washed up on the beach, Nailer 
thinks his fortune is made, but then he 
discovers a survivor trapped in the wreckage—
the “swank” daughter of a shipping-company 
owner . Should he slit the girl's throat and sell 
her for parts or take a chance and help her?
                                                 From Booklist

Writing Contests for Teens

AASL and Figment.com, a free online 
community for teens to create, discover, and
share new reading and writing, celebrate 
School Library Month by presenting four 
writing contests for teens. In honor of this 
year's theme "Create Your Own Story," 
Figment invites students 13 and up to 
participate in story writing contests to be 
judged by some of the YA literature's most 
exciting authors - Alyson Noel, Lauren 
Oliver, Paolo Bacigalupi, and Gayle 
Forman.

Each week in April a new 
contest prompt in a different genre of 
creative fiction will be announced. Figment 
users will vote to select the finalists and 
then that week's guest author judge will 
select the winner. Winners of each weekly 
contest will receive autographed books from
that week's judge and one grand prize 
winner will receive a Kindle. All finalists 
and winners will be featured on the Figment
and AASL websites
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           Have you tried?       
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