
An accurate new account of South Carolina and Georgia 

THE Air is Healthy, being always serene, pleasant and temperate, never subject to excessive Heat or Cold, nor 

to sudden Changes; the Winter is regular and short, and the Summer cool'd with refreshing Breezes; and tho' 

this Country is within Three Hundred Miles of Virginia, it never feels the cutting North-West-Wind in that 

uneasy and dangerous Degree that the Virginians complain of. 

 

This Wind is generally attributed to those great Seas of fresh Water which lie to the Northwest beyond 

the Apalachean Mountains. It seems a Journey of an Hundred Leagues in that warm Climate, blunts the Edge 

which the Wind gets in its Passage over those prodigious Lakes. Nor on the other Hand doth this Country ever 

feel the intense Heats of Spain, Barbary, Italy, andÆgypt; probably because, instead of the scorching Sands 

of Africk and Arabia, it has to the Southward, the spacious Bay of Mexico, which is much more temperate in its 

effect upon the Winds, than are those burning sandy Desarts. 

        *The Soil of this Country is generally Sandy, especially near the Sea; but 'tis impregnated with such a 

fertile Mixture that they use no Manure, even in their most antient Settlements, which have been under till age 

these Sixty Years. 

It will produce almost every Thing in wonderful Quantities with very little Culture. Farther up the Country the 

Land is more mixed with a blackish Mould, and its Foundation generally Clay good for Bricks. They make their 

Lime of Oyster shells, of which there are great Quantities on Banks near the Shore. All Things will undoubtedly 

thrive in this Country that are to be found in the happiest Places under the same Latitude. Their Rice, the only 

considerable Staple which requires many of their Hands at present, is known to be incomparably better than that 

of the East Indies; their Pitch, Tar and Turpentine (of which they export great Quantities) are the Rewards of 

their Industry in clearing the Land of superfluous Timber.* Mulberries both Black and  

 

White, are Natives of this Soil, and are found in the Woods as are many other Sorts of Fruit-Trees of excellent 

Kinds, and the Growth of them is surprizingly swift; for a Peach, Apricot, or Nectarine, will, from the Stone, 

grow to be a bearing Tree in four or five Years Time. All Sorts of Corn yield an amazing Increase, an Hundred 

Fold is the common Estimate, tho' their Husbandry is so slight, that they can only be said to scratch the Earth 

and meerly to cover the Seed. * 

 

All the best Sorts of Cattle and Fowls are multiplied without Number, and therefore almost without a Price; you 

may see there more than a Thousand Calves in the same Inclosure belonging to one Person.   

The Vine is also a wild Native here, Five or Six Sorts grow wild in the Woods; it has been said that the Stone of 

the Grape is too large, and the Skin too thick, but several who have tried, find all imaginable Encouragement to 

propagate the different Kinds fromEurope; nor is it doubted that by proper Culture this wild Grape may be 

meliorated, so as well to reward the Care of the Planter. 

        The wild Beasts are Deer, Elks, Bears, Wolves, Buffaloes, Wild-Boars, and abundance of Hares and 

Rabbits: They have also the Cata-mountain, or small Leopard; but this is not the dangerous Species of the East 

Indies. Their Fowls are no less various; they have all the Sorts that we have in England, both wild and tame, and 

many others either useful or beautiful. It would be endless to enumerate their Fishes, the River Savannah is 

plentifully stock'd with them of many excellent Kinds: No Part in the World affords more Variety or greater 

Plenty. They have Oak, Cedar, Cypress, Fir, Walnut and Ash, besides the Sassafras. They have Oranges, 

Lemons, Apples and Pears, besides the Peach and Apricot mention'd before; some of* these are so delicious, 

that whoever tastes them will despise the insipid watry Taste of those we have in England; and yet such is the 

Plenty of them, that they are given to the Hogs in great Quantities. 
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        *THE Woods near the Savannah are not hard to be clear'd, many of them have no Underwood, and the 

Trees do not stand generally thick on the Ground, but at considerable Distances asunder.  

 

When you fell the Timber for Use, or to make Tar, the Root will rot in Four or Five Years, and in the mean 

Time you may pasture the Ground. But if you would only destroy the Timber, 'tis done by half a Dozen Strokés 

of an Ax surrounding each Tree a little above the Root; in a Year or two, the Water geting into the Wounds, rots 

the Timber, and a brisk Gust of Wind fells many Acres for you in an Hour, of which you may then make one 

bright Bonfire. Such will be frequently here the Fate of the Pine, the Walnut, the Cypress, the Oak, and the 

Cedar. Such an Air and Soil can only be fitly describ'd by a Poetical Pen, because there's but little Danger of 

exceeding the Truth. Take therefore Part of Mr. Waller's Description of an Island in the Neighbourhood 

of Carolina to give you an Idea of this happy Climate. 
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