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Native Americans in Georgia

1783 – 1838 
Darkest Period 

in History of 
Native 

Americans



The Cherokees
• In 1800, most Native Americans in Georgia still

made their living in the traditional way – 
hunting and farming.

• However, some had learned from white 
settlers.



Chief James Vann
• Lived in large houses (main house,42 cabins, 6 

barns, 5 smokehouses, a gristmill, a blacksmith, a 
foundry, a trading post, and a still.

• Believed that Christianity meant progress for the 
Cherokees.

• Brought in Moravian missionaries to teach children 
and his people.



Sequoyah’s Syllabary
• Interested in the white 

man’s “talking leaves” 
(pieces of paper with marks
on them).

• Made a syllabary (group of 
symbols that stand for 
whole syllables).

• Taught his method to the 
Cherokees.



Cherokee Phoenix 
• First Indian 

newspaper
• Elias Boudinot 

(another Indian 
leader) was the 
editor.

• Printed in 
Cherokee and 
English



Cherokee Capital Moves to 
New Echota

• At one time, the capital 
of the Cherokee Nation 
was wherever the 
principal chief lived...

• In 1825, the Cherokee 
established a 

   permanent capital 
   at New Echota, near 

present-day Calhoun.



The Creek

• Tensions 
between the 
Creek and the 
settlers had 
grown during the
late 1700s as 
pioneers pushed 
into Creek lands 
along the 
Oconee River.



Oconee War

• Chief Alexander McGillivray sent 
warriors to burn houses, steal 
horses and cattle, and kill or 
capture over 200 settlers.

• Georgia settlers retaliated and were
told to kill on sight any Creek who 
were members of 

   the unfriendly tribes.



Treaty 
of 

New York
• Creeks gave up all their 
   land east of the Oconee
   River.
• In return, the US gov’t promised that no whites 

would go into land west of the boundary.
• The gov’t agreed to help the Creek start farms by 

giving them tools and farm animals.



Georgians Were Angry

• When word of the treaty
reached Georgians, they
were very angry.

• They felt that the federal
gov’t had taken the side 
of the Creek.

• Over the next few years,
neither paid attention to
the treaty.



The Creek War

• Tecumseh, a 
Shawnee leader, 
tried to unite all 
Native 
Americans to 
fight for their 
land.



The Tribes Split

Those Who 
Wanted War

Those Who 
Wanted 
Peace



Fort Mims

• 1,000 Red Sticks attacked Fort Mims.
• About 400 people, including women and children, 

died at the hands of the Red Sticks.
• Creeks were no match for the US Army.



• Over 1,000 Red Sticks met 2,000 troops led by 
General Andrew Jackson.

• With the help of the 
   White Sticks and the 
   Cherokees, General 
   Jackson defeated the 
   Red Stick Creeks.

Horseshoe Bend – Last Battle



Treaty of Indian Springs

• Creek Chief William McIntosh and
his first cousin, Governor George 
Troup, made an agreement – 
Treaty of Indian Springs.

• The US paid McIntosh and a large 
group of Lower Creek chiefs 
$200,000 to cede (give up) the 
last of the Creek lands in Georgia 
to the federal government.

• The gov’t in turn gave the land to 
Georgia.



Murder of 
Chief William McIntosh

• Groups of Creeks who 
   disagreed with the treaty 
   met secretly to decide to 
   punish McIntosh.
• They set fire to his home.
• Gunfire was exchanged.
• The Creeks dragged him
   from the house and 
   stabbed him in the chest.
• They took his scalp as a warning to others who 

might want to give Creek land to white men.



Indian Removal Act
• Called for all Native Americans to be moved to the 

western territories.
• Andrew Jackson was President.



Removal of the Creek

 Creeks refused to leave the 
lands of their fathers

 They faced hardships...  
hungry and smallpox

 Afraid of another war, the US 
Army captured over 1,000 
Creek and took them to the 
Indian Territory (Oklahoma)



Gold 
Discovered



• A group of white missionaries cared 
about the Indians.

Indian’s Last Hope

Taloney Mission
Founded by the Georgia Presbyterians 



•To remove these 
missionaries, the 
legislature passed a law 
which said that a white 
person could not live on 
Cherokee land without 
taking an oath of 
allegiance to the 
governor.

•They refused to sign and 
were put in jail.



 Case went all the way to the Supreme 
Court.
 Worchester v. Georgia
   Missionaries Worchester and Elizur Butler
Chief Justice John Marshall ruled that the 

decision could not stand because Cherokee
territory was not subject to state law.
 Cherokee thought that the Supreme 

Court ruled in their favor and that they 
could keep their gov’t and land.



•But, President 
Jackson refused to 
honor the Supreme
Court order.

•The Cherokees 
were forced off 
their land, 
whipped, and even
killed.



Cherokee Chief John Ross
• Made several trips to 

Washington to ask 
Congress for help.

• Wanted the Cherokee 
protected and the terms 
of the past treaties 
honored. 

• No help was given.
• Time was running out!



Those Who Refused to Leave
• General Winfield Scott was 

ordered to remove the 15,000 
or more Cherokee who refused 
to leave their home.

• Arrive in New Echota
• Built stockades to house the 

Cherokee
• Went into homes and forcibly 

moved the Cherokee to the 
stockade

• Hundreds of men, women, and 
children died of cholera, 
dysentery, and fever.



Trail of Tears
 700 – 800 mile walk to Indian Territory
 Took 6 months                  Winter winds & snow
 Too little food                    About 4,000 died 



Anuna-da-ut- sun’y
(the trail where they cried)



Between the Indian Removal Act 
and the Trail of Tears, 

more than 
100,000 Native Americans 

were displaced from 
200 million acres of land 

that had been theirs 
for hundreds of years.


