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AP Exam offers a BRIEF *
opportunity (2 to 4 sentences) to
capture the reader’s attention. Yo
need to write a stand-out intro if
you have time. o ¥




1. The Smattering X

the reader with impressions, bits, pieces,
fragments, shards of description, facts,

quotes, and notes, and eventually let the
reader piece all these together into one
unified whole.” (Writing Solutions by

“On rare occasions, the writer may ‘flood’ »3%



Example — Herman Melville’s %
description of Benjamin Franklin:

s

O "Printer, postmaster, almanac maker, ?3%
essayist, chemist, orator, tinkerer,
statesman, humorist, philosopher, parlor
man, political economist, professor of
houseW|fery, ambassador, prOJector




2. Extended Metaphor/Epic % 4
Simile/ Analogy

O You've learned to use these in writing and »3%
poetry to create imagery and effective
descriptions; here you will learn to write
extended metaphors, similes, and
analogies which are both stated and %
implied. This mature type of introduction 2

allows you to create images within your




Example for a prompt discussio
Thoreau’s purpose in a

description of the battle of the X
ants and the rhetorical devices

he uses. ;}é«

O (1) Ants are like warriors.

O Simile: the battle of the ants in this

excerpt from Walden is like a battle ;i?@ﬁ)
between human warriors fighting to the




Example - cont. X

o (2) In Brute Neighbors from Walden,%
Thoreau deftly paints the ants as
ferocious and as deadly as human
warriors.
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3. Allusions B

OAllusions are quite effective if ;}%
carefully used. Thy enhance 0
understanding by comparing




Example from Patrick Henry’s % 4
Speech to the VA Convention:

O" We are apt to shut our eyes

against a painful truth, and £,
listen to the song of that y
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4. Parallel Characters e

O When using parallels to other characters
or people, it is important to consistent and
carry the parallel THROUGHOUT the paper.
Remember, though, if your purpose is to
analyze one particular person, analyze
him/her primarily and S|mply |nd|cate




Examples comparing MLK and % &
HDT:

O I. Martin Luther King’s advocacy of “civil »3%
disobedience” equals that of Henry David

Thoreau; or perhaps Kings’ zeal for human
rights even surpasses Thoreau’s. N,

O II. Henry David Thoreau, the Martin Y,




5. Paradox g

O Often a paradox may be easily identified by looking for




Example from Putting in a Goo;% S
Word for Guilt by Ellen Goodman.

O"“Feeling guilty is nothing to feel
guilty about. Yes, guilt can be the
excess baggage that keeps us




6. Quotes from the Prompt % 4
Passage

*

O Read the passage carefully, underlining important words
or phrases. In the margin, pre-write responding to the f:ffff—‘i’\\%
prompt. If the passage contains specific words or
phrases which exemplify the author’s tone, theme, or




Example from prompt asking tor
a discussion of Thoreau’s purpo
in his description of the battle of
the ants and the rhetorical
devices he uses.

% U

O In Brute Neighbors from Walden, Thoreau describes the
fierce struggle of red ants versus black ants, a comb




/ Advanced Methods for
Writing Conclusions




The Smattering X

Use the same smattering technique from the




Smattering Example (compare ﬁg% &
intro)

O INTRO: “Malice toward none... charity for all... firmness in
the right... bind up the nation’s wounds... care for him...

cherish a just and lasting peace.

relevant today.”

There is no

question where Lincoln stood. Today’s leaders, faced with

III
L]

similar problems, must attempt to stand as tal




Extended Or Implied % 4
Metaphor/Simile/Analogy

O Use the same technique from the introduction, but




Extended %
metaphor/simile/analogy &
example (compare intro and

conclusion)

O INTRO; Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address
demonstrates his new role in the nation --- as a healer,
His attempt to “bind up the wounds,” puts him in the
unenviable role of one who must cure the intangible
diseases of prejudice and national unrest.
Unfortunately, little has changed from his times to ours,
for our leaders are still battling “sick” members of




Allusion B

)

O Use the same technique from the introduction, but




Allusion example (compare the% &
intro and the conclusion)

O INTRO: As Lincoln tries to bring together “a house
divided against itself” because he knows it “cannot
stand,” so do the leaders of today try to bring together
the warring nations of the world because they know that K=




Parallel Characters X

O Use the same technique from the introduction, but




Parallel Characters (compare th?g &
intro to the conclusion)

O INTRO: As Lincoln guided a nation through the
divisiveness of the Civil War, hoping to find a just and a
lasting peace, so Atticus Finch led his family and town in
a time of prejudice and malice, striving for that same
just and lasting peace. From Lincoln in the 1860’'s to

Atticus Finch in the 1930"s until today, we are still
seeking to overcome that prejudice and evil with




Paradox X

)

O Use the same technique from the introduction, but




Paradox (compare the intro and% &
the conclusion)

*

O INTRO: Justice born of injustice was Lincoln’s desire for

his country, and the same goal holds true for those who
lead America through the twenty-first century. The need
for justice in an unjust world, Lincoln’s nineteenth centry




Quote from the Prompt X

O Use the same technique from the introduction, but




Quote from the Prompt exampl
(compare the intro and the X
conclusion)

O INTRO: Lincoln’s wish for a world “"With malice toward %%

none, with charity for all..” reverberates today in a

society still torn by hatred and intolerance, still
searching for peace. History is supposed to teach us N,
certain lessons, but will we ever learn?




Statement of Theme X

O This conclusion technique can apply to any of the
introductions. It is versatile. %%
O Remember, the theme is always a statement of an

abstract concept which is made concrete through the
literature itself.

ALWAYS




Statement of Theme cont. X

O One of the best ways to end a paper is with a statement = W
of theme; it is also an excellent way to show your \M/
understanding of a passage. The conclusion offers an
opportunity to make a memorable final comment.




Statement of Theme example X

O Tolerance, forgiveness, and charity --- necessary




