
9th Grade 
Classroom 
Guidance

Denmark Counseling

Lindsay Burnell, Blue (A-Do)

Corinna Spurlock, Gold  (Dr-Ke)

Donovan Hollis, Green (Kh-Ras)

Brittany Farnum, Blue (Rat-Z)



Take a Pretest

Type in or visit 
itsLearning for 

direct link

https://tinyurl.com/
yah5wp4e



Who is my counselor?

Lindsay Burnell, Professional School Counselor (A - Do)

Corinna Spurlock, Head Counselor (Dr - Ke)

Donovan Hollis, Professional School Counselor (Kh - Ras)

Brittany Farnum, Professional School Counselor (Rat - Z)



Corinna Spurlock, Lead Counselor
When I’m not a school, I love to…
...go to the beach, cook (not bake), play board games, exercise, karaoke, and hang out with my family 



Donovan Hollis, Professional 
School Counselor

When I’m not at school, I love to… hike, kayak, go to Auburn games, hang out with my 
family, EAT, veg on Netflix.



Lindsay Burnell, Professional 
School Counselor

When I’m not at school, I love to…
Practice yoga, coach lacrosse, volunteer, travel & go to Atlanta United Soccer games! 

Kimana, 
Africa   >>

Stratford, 
England 
<<



Brittany Farnum, Professional 
School Counselor

When I’m not at school, I love to… go to the beach, exercise, travel/explore new 
places, spend time with my family, friends, and dogs!



What does my counselor do?



How do I 
graduate from 
High School?

Earn 23 credits!



Why is it important to keep my grades up?

Cumulative GPA

A overall weighted grade point average. This 

includes every class you take throughout your 

four years in high school. 

This GPA is what you send to colleges when you 

apply your senior year.

You can never “remove” a course from your 

transcript so every course counts!

Core GPA
To calculate your core GPA, we have to remove 

the fluff. We have to calculate the GPA based 

solely on the five academic solids:

● Math
● English or Language Arts
● Social Studies
● Science
● Foreign Language

The core GPA is your “real” GPA: this is the 

measure of your academic performance in high 

school. (It’s not a measure of self-worth.)



HOPE
● HOPE Scholarship is available to Georgia 

residents who have demonstrated 
academic achievement.

● Graduate from a HOPE-eligible high 
school with a minimum 3.0 core GPA.

● Meet academic rigor requirements.

● Example of Hope Rigor classes:
○ Algebra II
○ Chemistry 
○ Foreign Language II & above
○ AP courses

Zell Miller
● Georgia's Zell Miller Scholarship is 

available to Georgia residents who have 
demonstrated academic achievement.

● Graduate from an eligible high school 
with a minimum 3.7 core GPA.

● Earn a minimum score of 1200 on the 
math and reading portions of the SAT or 
a minimum composite score of 26 on the 
ACT test in a single national test 
administration and meet all HOPE 
Scholarship eligibility requirements.



Want to get a jump start on college?



Expand your view...
Including both public and private institutions, Georgia has 52 four-year 

colleges and universities, as well as 23 technical colleges.

What is a college besides Georgia or Georgia Tech you can name in Georgia?

Has anyone looked outside of Georgia?



Expand your resume...
When it comes to applying to college they are looking for students who can 

bring something special to their campus. 

What are you offering your future university?



True Colors



Let’s take the 
True Colors 

Quiz



What Color are you?
Blue

I am Visionary, 
Strategically Centered

I seek knowledge & 
understanding

I value intelligence, 
insight, fairness & 

justice

Descriptive Words

Analytical, Calm, 
Logical, Inventive, 

Abstract, Perfectionist

Green

I am a Stabilizer, 
Oriented to the 
Organization

I need to follow rules 
& respect authority

I need to be useful & 
belong

Descriptive Words

Loyal, Punctual, 
Stable, Organized, 
Caring, Prepared

Gold

I am a Trouble 
Shooter and Action 

Centered

I act on a moments 
notice

I need fun, variety, 
stimulation & 
excitement

Descriptive Words

Witty, Spontaneous, 
Optimistic, Bold

Orange

I am a Nurturer & 
People Centered

I look for meaning & 
significance in life

I need to contribute, to 
encourage, & to care

Descriptive Words

Enthusiastic, 
Compassionate, 
Communicator, 

Flexible



Let's discuss our colors...

● Do you think your color matches your personality traits 
or reflects your view of yourself?

● Did you learn anything new about yourself?
● How can knowing these traits help you with your 

peers? Will it help you better explain yourself to them 
or help you understand a friend better?

● Is there anything that doesn’t align with you?



A few 
reminders:
Counselors  can help with:

● Access to the internet/laptop 
at home

● Holiday assistance

● Prom assistance

● SAT/ACT/College App Fee 
Waivers

Suicide or Self-Harm
If you or a friend is struggling with suicidal 
behavior, self-harm, or if you feel like they 
need help… come see us! (You will remain 
anonymous)

911 Medical Amnesty Law
 Immunity from possession charges if you call the 

police on suspected overdose.

Under the terms of the law, any person who seeks 

medical assistance in good faith for someone 

experiencing an alcohol related overdose “shall not 

be arrested, charged or prosecuted” for a number 

of crimes related to underage alcohol.



Social Media
Twitter: @DHS__counseling

Website
ANYTHING & EVERYTHING you need is a few clicks away...



Post-Test
https://tinyurl.com/yct9o2zd

Or go to your itslearning for direct link


