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Language 
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Grade)  
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Arts  

Course 
Description 

to be 
covered over 

4 quarters 

Course Description 
The purpose of this course is to provide grade 10 students, using texts of high 
complexity, integrated language arts study in reading, writing, speaking, listening, and 
language for college and career preparation and readiness. The content should include, 
but not be limited to, the following: 

 active reading of varied texts for what they say explicitly, as well as the logical 
inferences that can be drawn 

 analysis of literature and informational texts from varied literary periods to 
examine:  

o text craft and structure 
o elements of literature 
o arguments and claims supported by textual evidence 
o power and impact of language 
o influence of history, culture, and setting on language 
o personal critical and aesthetic response 

 writing for varied purposes  
o developing and supporting argumentative claims 
o crafting coherent, supported informative/expository texts 
o responding to literature for personal and analytical purposes 
o writing narratives to develop real or imagined events 
o writing to sources using text- based evidence and reasoning 
o writing to sources using text- based evidence and reasoning 

 effective listening, speaking, and viewing strategies with emphasis on the use of 
evidence to support or refute a claim in multimedia presentations, class 
discussions, and extended text discussions 

 collaboration amongst peers 

*Unlike most other subjects, the English Language Arts standards are not taught in 
sequential order. This means that standards spiral in and out of each lesson and will be 
repeated throughout the year depending on the theme, task, and text. 

Family Resources 
 
Language Arts Florida Standards 
Grade 9-10  
 
ELA Throughout the Day 
 
Coming Prepared to Discuss 
 
What Is Text Based Talk? 
 

 
Please note that short and 
extended informational and 
argumentative writing tasks will be 
embedded into reading responses 
to support students as they 
progress towards the FSA Writing 
Assessment. 

 

 

 

http://www.flstandards.org/sites/www/Uploads/G9-10_LanguageArts_Florida_Standards_Master.pdf
http://www.flstandards.org/sites/www/Uploads/G9-10_LanguageArts_Florida_Standards_Master.pdf
http://www.definingthecore.com/html/ela_videos_webinars.php
https://becon223.eduvision.tv/EmbedPlayer.aspx?q=IsahXh4JBPQZjXeylG1%252bxA%252fEGWYl3BThC8a9BbMwvpZHZe4s2YOUVRbndCrlfum2wgSgrl52XRD4PGB5SrpHQvw5MT1ZNdH3
file:///C:/Users/e005514/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/LRXXT57T/ThC8a9BbMwvpZHZe4s2YOUVRbndCrlfum2wgSgrl52XRDGvlWkykHTsFhQl1sMw3A%252b


 Key Standards Covered Examples of Resources 

Quarter 1 
Aug 10 – Oct 

16 

Students will be able to: 

 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of as well as inferences drawn from 
the text. LAFS.910.RI.1.1  

 Determine the meaning of words/phrases as they are used in the text, including 
analysis of the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone.  
LAFS.910.RI.2.4 

 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning structure, order of events, and 
time manipulation create mystery, tensions, or surprise. LAFS.910.RL.2.5 
LAFS.910.RI.2.5  

 Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of 
literature from outside the United States. LAFS.910.RL.2.5 LAFS.910.RI.2.6  

 Analyze the representation of a subject or key idea in two different artistic 
mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment. 
LAFS.910.RL.3.7 

 Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific 
work.  LAFS.910.RL.3.9  

 Determine central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of 
the text.  LAFS.910.RI.1.2 LAFS.910.RL.1.2  

 Determine author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an 
author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose.  LAFS.910.RI.2.6  

Anchor Texts* 

Unit 1 theme – “A Matter of Life or 
Death” Anchor Collections 
Literature book.  
 
Possible Texts: 
“The Most Dangerous Game” by 
Richard Connell 
 
Excerpt from “Night” by Elie 
Wiesel- Pg. 307 
 
“The End and the Beginning” by 
Wislawa Szymborska – Pg. 351 
 
Reading/ Writing Support  
Get More of the Scoop: Textual 
(Practice on examining a topic in 
two different formats.) 
 
Writing a Great Introduction! 
 
Principles of Composition 
(Help for students with writing: 
includes materials that will help 
students write in different formats) 
 
Sample Writing Task: 
Based on anchor texts, argue 
(short or extended response using 
textual evidence) whether change 

http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/6019
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/6022
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/5975
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/5975
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/6023
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/5975
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/5975
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/5977
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/5978
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/6020
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/6020
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/6024
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewResourceUpload/Preview/118810
file:///C:/Users/e005514/Desktop/YAG/In%20this%20animated%20video%20from%20TEDed,%20you%20will%20learn%20the%20process%20of%20writing%20a%20thesis%20and%20introduction%20in%20a%20clear%20and%20insightful%20manner.%20Looking%20at%20Harper%20Lee's%20To%20Kill%20a%20Mockingbird%20and%20Charles%20Dickens'%20Great%20Expectations,%20you%20will%20identify%20the%20fundamentals%20of%20writing%20a%20great%20introduction%20by%20examining%20these%20masterpieces.
http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/composition/composition.htm
http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/composition/composition.htm


was presented as positive, 
negative, or a combination of both.  

 
 

Quarter 2 
Oct 20 – Dec 

18 
 

Key Standards Covered Examples of Resources 

Students will be able to : 

 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of as well as inferences drawn from 
the text. LAFS.910.RI.1.1  

 Determine central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of 
the text.  LAFS.910.RI.1.2 LAFS.910.RL.1.2  

 Determine the meaning of words/phrases as they are used in the text, including 
analysis of the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone.  
LAFS.910.RI.2.4 

 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order 
events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, 
flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise LAFS.910.RL.2.5  

 Analyze the representation of a subject or key idea in two different artistic 
mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment. 
LAFS.910.RL.3.7 

 Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of 
literature from outside the United States. LAFS.910.RL.2.5 LAFS.910.RI.2.6  

 Determine author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an 
author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose.  LAFS.910.RI.2.6  

 Analyze the impact of cultural background on point of view LAFS.910.RI.2.6  

 Analyze argument and rhetoric (i.e. claim, validity, & evidence) LAFS.910.RI.2.5  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anchor Text*  
Unit 2 theme – The Struggle for 
Freedom 
 
Collections Literature book 
 
Possible Texts: 
 “I Have a Dream” by Martin Luther 
King Jr – Pg. 48 
 
From “Nobody Turn Me Around: A 
People’s History of the 1963 March 
on Washington” –by Charles 
Euchner.  - Pg. 55 
 
Writing Support for Students: 
 Six-Phase Approach to Research 
(Provides students lessons, videos, 
quizzes, and worksheets for 
developing a research topic, 
strategizing, searching, evaluating, 
citing, and advanced searching for 
relevant source information.) 
 
MLA Documentation 
 
Reading Support for Students: 
 

http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/6019
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/6020
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/6020
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/6022
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/5975
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/5977
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/5975
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/5975
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/6024
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/6024
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/6023
http://commons.esc.edu/informationskills/
http://commons.esc.edu/informationskills/
https://prezi.com/zbyhzxcixxty/mla-format-documentation-guide/


Analyzing How a Character 
Develops Theme 
(Students can learn and practice 
how to identify themes in reading 
and analyze how characters 
develop them.)   
 
Sample Writing Task: 
Based on the anchor texts you read 
this quarter and your own 
experiences, write an analytical 
essay that explains how our 
relationships with others can help 
define who we are. 

Quarter 3 
Jan 6 – Mar 

17 
 
 
 
 

Key Standards Covered Examples of Resources 

Students will be able to : 

 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. LAFS.910.RI.1.1  

 Analyze how complex characters develop over the course of a text, interact 
with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme. 

 Determine the meaning of words/phrases as they are used in the text, including 
analysis of the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone.  
LAFS.910.RI.2.4  

 Determine central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of 
the text.  LAFS.910.RI.1.2 LAFS.910.RL.1.2  

 Determine author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an 
author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose.  LAFS.910.RI.2.6  

 Analyze the representation of a subject or key idea in two different artistic 
mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment. 
LAFS.910.RL.3.7 

 Analyze how an author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, 
including the order the points are made, how they are introduced and 
developed, and the connections that are drawn between them. LAFS.910.RI.1.3 

Anchor Text* 
Unit 3 theme – Heroes and Quests 
Collections Literature book 
Possible Texts: 
“The Odyssey” by Homer – Pg. 371 
“The Good Soldiers” by David 
Finkel – Close Reader Pg. 432b 
“The Cruelest Journey: 600 Miles 
to Timbuktu” by Kira Salak – Pg 421 
“The Journey” by Mary Oliver – Pg. 
441 
Writing Support for Students: 
 
Formal and Informal Speaking 
(Students will learn how to 
organize and express through a 
variety of activities that encourage 
debate and responding to others' 
views.) 

http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewResourceUpload/Preview/123958
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewResourceUpload/Preview/123958
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/6019
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/6022
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/6020
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/6020
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/6024
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/5977
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/6021
http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/topic/formal-and-informal-speaking
http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/topic/formal-and-informal-speaking


 
 
State your Claim  
(Students practice writing 
argument essays in preparation for 
FSA writing) 
 
Understanding Inferences and 
explicit and implicit Evidence 
(Students will learn how to identify 
explicit evidence and understand 
implicit meaning in a text.)   
 
 See FSA Portal for writing samples 
and resources! 

Quarter 4 
Mar 29 – 
May 26 

 

Key Standards Covered Examples of Resources 

By the end of the year, students will be able to: 
 

 Read and comprehend literature, both fiction and non-fiction, in the grades 9-
10 text complexity band proficiently. LAFS.910.RI.4.10 

 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or 
formats evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source. LAFS.910.SL.2.5 

 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions. LAFS.910.SL.1.1 

 Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English. LAFS.910.L.1.1 
LAFS.910.L.1.2 

 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the 
organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, 
audience, and task. LAFS.910.SL.2.4 

 Make strategic use of digital media in presentations to enhance understanding 
of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. LAFS.910.SL.2.5 

 

Anchor Text* 
Unit 4 Theme: Sweet Sorrow 
Collections Literature book 
Possible Texts: 
“Romeo and Juliet” by William 
Shakespeare – Pg. 181 
“Love’s Vocabulary” by Diane 
Ackerman Pg. 163 
Reading Support for Students: 
Shakespearean Dating Tips 
(Students will learn about the 
modern day relevance of 
Shakespeare's plays and how the 
English language has changed over 
time.) 
Analyzing an Author’s Claims 
(Students can learn to define what 
a claim is, determine an author’s 

http://www.floridastudents.org/PreviewResource/StudentResource/118143
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewResourceUpload/Preview/100714
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewResourceUpload/Preview/100714
http://www.fsassessments.org/resources
http://www.fsassessments.org/resources
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/6028
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/6112
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/6108
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/6138
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/6139
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/6111
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/6112
http://ed.ted.com/lessons/shakespearean-dating-tips-anthony-john-peters#watch
http://ed.ted.com/lessons/shakespearean-dating-tips-anthony-john-peters#watch
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewResourceUpload/Preview/119055
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewResourceUpload/Preview/119055


claim, distinguish details in a text 
that develop an author’s claim, and 
discriminate details and techniques 
an author uses to refine a claim.) 
 
The Art of the Metaphor:  
Animated video from TEDed, 
shares the power of metaphors in 
reading and writing; explores 
questions: "How do metaphors 
help us better understand the 
world?" or “What makes a good 
metaphor?" 
 
See FSA Portal for Reading samples 
and resources! 
 
Sample Writing Task: 
 
4th quarter offers opportunity for 
creative writing, i.e. poetry, 
memoir, and narratives to 
encourage student exploration of 
themselves and the world through 
their writing.  

 

 

http://ed.ted.com/lessons/jane-hirshfield-the-art-of-the-metaphor
http://ed.ted.com/lessons/jane-hirshfield-the-art-of-the-metaphor
http://www.fsassessments.org/resources
http://www.fsassessments.org/resources

