MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF WEST CENTRAL COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT #235 HELD IN THE ELEMENTARY CAFETERIA ON AUGUST 18, 2010.

The meeting was called to order by Vice President Arnold at 7:00 pm in the Elementary Cafeteria.  The following board members answered roll call: Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, absent; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, aye; Torrance, absent.  Vice President Arnold declared a quorum present.  Also present were Superintendent Grimm, S. Richard, D. Buss, J. Nichols, J. Bradburn, J. Farniok, M. Frakes, J. Alexander and approximately 80 parents, students and community members.
Vice President Arnold led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.

GOOD NEWS ITEMS

Under good news items, the Board recognized 20 Academic Excellence awards winners from the 2009-10 school year.  The following WCHS students earned a perfect 4.0 GPA for the previous school year: Hannah Allaman, Rachael Allaman, Evan Bell, Hannah Brueck, Brandon Carter, Alissa Crandall, Brian Earp, Alexis Ensminger, Brock Heap, Gretchen Higgins, Abby Hubbard, Allison Lafary, Mary Lewis, Kristen Rankin, Samuel Sanning, Amanda Schneider, Bailey Stokes, Kara Stumphy, Mariah Wallace and Miranda Wallace.

Following the recognition ceremony the following items were highlighted as good news items:

· It was noted that 11 WCHS students successfully completed a Virtual School retrival course during this past summer;

· Mrs. Serven read a thank you noted from Mrs. Burrell regarding the completion of the Mary Jo Melvin memorial at the Early Childhood campus in Media.  It was specifically noted that Board Members Clark and Anderson were the leaders in organizing the volunteers to install the concrete walkway and the base for the memorial;

· The recently completed IDOT press conference announcing the Biggsville by-pass was mentioned as a success;

· The 6th and 9th grade jumpstarts were highlighted;

· The Elementary kick off event was attended by over 300 students and the High School locker night/curriculum night was attended by 180 students;

· The board was thanked for the back to school lunch that they provided all district staff on Tuesday, August 17, 2010;

· Mr. Clark complimented the district’s custodian and maintenance staff for how well the buildings look as we begin a new school year;

· Mrs. Alexander was complimented for leading the work crew that painted the high school lockers;

· Stacy Swisher was recognized for her work over the past several years as PTC President.

CALL TO ORDER

PLEDGE

GOOD NEWS ITEMS

APPROVE AGENDA

Motion by Sams, seconded by Clark to approve the agenda as presented. Roll call: Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, absent; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, aye; Torrance, absent.  Motion carried.

RECOGNITION OF AUDIENCE REQUEST FOR PRESENTATION
There were no members of the audience who wished to address the board on any of the agenda items.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Sams to approve the consent agenda (Minutes of the July 21, 2010 School Waiver Request Public Hearing; Minutes of the July 21, 2010 regular board meeting; Minutes of the July 21, 2010 closed session meeting; Creation of a WCES PTC activity account; Creation of a WCMS PTC activity account). Roll call: Arnold, aye; Brent, absent; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, aye; Torrance, absent; Anderson, aye.  Motion carried.
FINANCIAL ACTIVITY
Motion by Anderson, seconded by Goff to approve the payment of all bills as presented. Roll call: Brent, absent; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, aye; Torrance, absent; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye.  Motion carried.

Motion by Clark, seconded by Sams to approve the activity account summaries for June and July 2010 for WCE and WCMS and June 2010 for WCHS as presented.  Roll call: Goff, aye; Sams, aye; Torrance, absent; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, absent; Clark, aye. Motion carried.

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Clark to approve the July 2010 treasurer’s report as presented.  Roll call: Goff, aye; Sams, aye; Torrance, absent; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, absent; Clark, aye.  Motion carried.

Superintendent Grimm reported as of August 17, 2010, the State owed District #235 $464, 422.  Of that total $324,473 was carry over money from the FY10 budget year.  Supt. Grimm also informed the board that he had received some preliminary information regarding the education jobs bill that President Obama recently signed.  It was pointed out that it appears that the district’s preliminary allocation of those dollars will be approximately $284,757.  It was suggested that this number could change before the final allocations are determined.  He also informed the board that our district enrollment as of the morning of Monday, August 16th was 992 students in PK-12 and 931 in K-12.  This was compared to 1182 students PK-12 in 2005 and 1122 K-12 during this same year. Mr. Grimm suggested that loss of 190 students was not unexpected and it appeared that this trend of declining enrollment would continue.  The board briefly discussed a list of personnel reductions that have been undertaken during FY11 that have come about as opportunities have presented themselves to eliminate positions through attrition.  
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ACTION ITEMS

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Goff to approve the proposal from McDonough District Hospital for a nine panel student drug test at $35 per student per test for the 2010-11 school year as presented.  Roll call: Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, absent; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, aye; Torrance, absent.  Motion carried.

Motion by Sams, seconded by Clark to approve the Intergovernmental Agreement between ROE 27 and the West Central School District #235 for parent educator service for the 2010-11 school year in the amount of $12,114.96 as presented.  Roll call: Sams, aye; Torrance, absent; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, absent; Clark, aye; Goff, aye.  Motion carried. 
REPORTS
The board heard reports from the Building Principals, District Curriculum Director, District Special Education Coordinator and District Technology Coordinator.

DISCUSSION ITEMS
The board heard a brief update of the district’s summer work and life safety projects from Superintendent Grimm.  It was pointed out to the board that all of the major projects have been completed successfully and on time.  It was also noted that the bid spec documents for the roof repair project on the south campus are almost complete.  Once these bid specs are complete, District Architect Bill Phillips will advertise the availability of those specs and it is hoped that those bids can be opened and the recommended bid be approved at the September 2010 board meeting.

Mrs. Serven reviewed with the board the wide variety of activities that were undertaken to prepare for the opening of the 2010-11 school year.  Specifically highlighted were the professional developments opportunities provided to existing and new staff.

The board spent a considerable amount of time discussing the 2009-10 ISAT, PSAE and ACT scores for District #235.  The board had a very productive discussion and learned about many of the activities that will be undertaken this year to Create a Culture of Achievement.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

There were no new items that anyone wished to have added to the next regular meeting’s agenda.
CLOSED SESSION

The board agreed that there was no need to enter closed session.
PERSONNEL ACTION
Motion by Anderson, seconded by Clark to accept the resignations of David Blake as bus driver, Laura England as an elementary associate, Nathan Kotleba as WCMS special education teacher and Johnny Livermore as a district bus driver and asst bus coordinator effective immediately as presented. Roll call: Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, absent; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, aye; Torrance, absent.  Motion carried.
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Motion by Anderson, seconded by Clark to approve the transfer of Lynn Ragar from a third grade teaching assignment to a first grade teaching assignment as presented. Roll call: Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, absent; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, aye; Torrance, absent.  Motion carried.

Motion by Sams, seconded by Anderson to employ Kathy Keimig as a long term sub for Emily Klossing at the daily rate of $120 per day as presented. Roll call: Arnold, aye; Brent, absent; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, aye; Torrance, absent; Anderson, aye.  Motion carried.

Motion by Clark, seconded by Anderson to employ Jesse Hart as a West Central Elementary School teacher as presented. (BA Step 0)  Roll call: Brent, absent; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, aye; Torrance, absent; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye. Motion carried.

Motion by Sams, seconded by Anderson to employ Tiffany Cooper and Carol Heap as middle school cooks at the hourly rate of $9.54 per hour for 35 hours per week as presented. Roll call: Sams, aye; Torrance, absent; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, absent; Clark, aye; Goff, aye.  Motion carried.

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Clark to employ Nina Hurt as a substitute bus driver at the daily rate of $55.65 subject to her becoming fully qualified and licensed as presented. Roll call: Brent, absent; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, aye; Torrance, absent; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye.  Motion carried.
Motion by Clark, seconded by Anderson to employ Albert Renken and Doug Rutzen as district bus drivers at the daily rate of $55.65 per day and a shuttle route driver at the daily rate of $20.00 per day as presented.  Roll call: Sams, aye; Torrance, absent; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, absent; Clark, aye; Goff, aye. Motion carried.

Motion by Sams, seconded by Anderson to employ Dustin Chandler as a WCMS assistant football coach as presented.  Roll call: Sams, aye; Torrance, absent; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, absent; Clark, aye; Goff, aye. Motion carried.

Motion by Sams, seconded by Clark to employ Lisa Rice as the WCMS Cheerleading Sponsor as presented. Roll call: Sams, aye; Torrance, absent; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, absent; Clark, aye; Goff, aye.  Motion carried.

Motion by Clark, seconded by Anderson to employ Erik Davis as the WCHS Yearbook Sponsor as presented. Roll call: Sams, aye; Torrance, absent; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, absent; Clark, aye; Goff, aye.  Motion carried.

Motion by Clark, seconded by Anderson to accept the resignation of Eric Vancil as assistant football coach as presented. Roll call: Goff, aye; Sams, aye; Torrance, absent; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, absent; Clark, aye.  Motion carried.
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Motion by Anderson, seconded by Clark to employ Albert Brasel as a WCHS assistant football coach as presented.  Roll call: Sams, nay; Torrance, absent; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, absent; Clark, aye; Goff, aye.  Motion carried.

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Goff to approve Carol Craven as a volunteer after school child care provider as presented.  Roll call: Brent, absent; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, aye; Torrance, absent; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye.  Motion carried.
Motion by Anderson, seconded by Clark to approve the resolution to release closed session minutes as per exhibit “A” and “B” as presented.  Roll call: Torrance, absent; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, absent; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, aye.  Motion carried.

FUTURE MEETINGS

The board was reminded that their next meeting will be Wednesday, September 15, 2010.  This meeting will begin at 6:30 pm with the budget hearing beginning at 6 pm. This meeting will be held in the elementary.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Sams, seconded by Anderson to adjourn at 9:05 pm.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion carried.  

THESE MINUTES ARE APPROVED AS WRITTEN THIS 15TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2010.

Lonnie Brent, Board President

Paul Anderson, Board Secretary
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