
7.RL.1

Cite Textual Evidence 
Read the following passage from Frankenstein by Mary Shelley and answer the questions that follow.

  Partly from curiosity and partly from idleness, I went into the lecturing room, which M. Waldman 
entered shortly after. This professor was very unlike his colleague. He appeared about fifty years of age, but 
with an aspect expressive of the greatest benevolence; a few grey hairs covered his temples, but those at the 
back of his head were nearly black. His person was short but remarkably erect and his voice the sweetest I 
had ever heard. He began his lecture by a recapitulation of the history of chemistry and the various 
improvements made by different men of learning, pronouncing with fervour the names of the most 
distinguished discoverers. He then took a cursory view of the present state of the science and explained many 
of its elementary terms. After having made a few preparatory experiments, he concluded with a panegyric upon
modern chemistry, the terms of which I shall never forget: "The ancient teachers of this science," said he, 
"promised impossibilities and performed nothing. The modern masters promise very little; they know that 
metals cannot be transmuted and that the elixir of life is a chimera but these philosophers, whose hands seem 
only made to dabble in dirt, and their eyes to pore over the microscope or crucible, have indeed performed 
miracles. They penetrate into the recesses of nature and show how she works in her hiding-places. They 
ascend into the heavens; they have discovered how the blood circulates, and the nature of the air we breathe. 
They have acquired new and almost unlimited powers; they can command the thunders of heaven, mimic the 
earthquake, and even mock the invisible world with its own shadows." 

 Such were the professor's words -- rather let me say such the words of the fate -- enounced to destroy me. As
he went on I felt as if my soul were grappling with a palpable enemy; one by one the various keys were 
touched which formed the mechanism of my being; chord after chord was sounded, and soon my mind was 
filled with one thought, one conception, one purpose. So much has been done, exclaimed the soul of 
Frankenstein -- more, far more, will I achieve; treading in the steps already marked, I will pioneer a new way, 
explore unknown powers, and unfold to the world the deepest mysteries of creation.

1.  Based on the passage, what effect does the professor have on the narrator? 
a. The professor infuriates him and becomes his enemy.
b. The professor inspires him and sparks his interest in science.
c. The professor comforts him and resolves many of his fears.
d. The professor scares him and fills his head with nightmares.

2.  Which sentence from the text best describes the effect that the professor has on the narrator?
a. As he went on I felt as if my soul were grappling with a palpable enemy; one by one the various 

keys were touched which formed the mechanism of my being; chord after chord was sounded, 
and soon my mind was filled with one thought, one conception, one purpose. 

b. After having made a few preparatory experiments, he concluded with a panegyric upon modern 
chemistry, the terms of which I shall never forget: "The ancient teachers of this science," said 
he, "promised impossibilities and performed nothing.

c. The modern masters promise very little; they know that metals cannot be transmuted and that 
the elixir of life is a chimera but these philosophers, whose hands seem only made to dabble in 
dirt, and their eyes to pore over the microscope or crucible, have indeed performed miracles. 

d. He appeared about fifty years of age, but with an aspect expressive of the greatest 
benevolence; a few grey hairs covered his temples, but those at the back of his head were 
nearly black.

3.  According to the professor, how do contemporary scientists differ from historical scientists? 
a. They accomplish more.
b. They promise to achieve more.
c. They have divine powers.
d. They lack basic knowledge about nature.
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7.RL.1
Read the following passage from Don Quixote by Miguel de Cervantes and answer the questions that follow.
  

In short, he became so absorbed in his books that he spent his nights from sunset to sunrise, and his 
days from dawn to dark, poring over them; and what with little sleep and much reading his brains got 
so dry that he lost his wits. His fancy grew full of what he used to read about in his books, enchantments, 
quarrels, battles, challenges, wounds, wooings, loves, agonies, and all sorts of impossible nonsense; and it so 
possessed his mind that the whole fabric of invention and fancy he read of was true, that to him no history in 
the world had more reality in it. He used to say the Cid Ruy Diaz was a very good knight, but that he was not to
be compared with the Knight of the Burning Sword who with one back-stroke cut in half two fierce and 
monstrous giants. He thought more of Bernardo del Carpio because at Roncesvalles he slew Roland in spite of
enchantments, availing himself of the artifice of Hercules when he strangled Antaeus the son of Terra in his 
arms. He approved highly of the giant Morgante, because, although of the giant breed which is always 
arrogant and ill-conditioned, he alone was affable and well-bred. But above all he admired Reinaldos of 
Montalban, especially when he saw him sallying forth from his castle and robbing everyone he met, and when 
beyond the seas he stole that image of Mahomet which, as his history says, was entirely of gold. To have a 
bout of kicking at that traitor of a Ganelon he would have given his housekeeper, and his niece into the 
bargain.

 In short, his wits being quite gone, he hit upon the strangest notion that ever madman in this world hit upon, 
and that was that he fancied it was right and requisite, as well for the support of his own honour as for the 
service of his country, that he should make a knight-errant of himself, roaming the world over in full armour and
on horseback in quest of adventures, and putting in practice himself all that he had read of as being the usual 
practices of knights-errant; righting every kind of wrong, and exposing himself to peril and danger from which, 
in the issue, he was to reap eternal renown and fame. Already the poor man saw himself crowned by the might
of his arm Emperor of Trebizond at least; and so, led away by the intense enjoyment he found in these 
pleasant fancies, he set himself forthwith to put his scheme into execution.

1.  Which excerpt from the passage suggests that Don Quixote believes what he reads is true?
a. …it so possessed his mind that the whole fabric of invention and fancy he read of was true, that 

to him no history in the world had more reality in it.
b. …and what with little sleep and much reading his brains got so dry that he lost his wits.
c. Already the poor man saw himself crowned by the might of his arm Emperor of Trebizond at 

least; 
d. His fancy grew full of what he used to read about in his books, enchantments, quarrels, battles, 

challenges, wounds, wooings, loves, agonies, and all sorts of impossible nonsense;

2.  Based on the passage, why does Don Quixote want to become a knight? Select all that apply.
a. to prove his honor
b. to serve his country
c. to punish himself
d. to impress his family
e. to gain practical skills
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