}Essential Question:
—What was Africa like before the
introduction of Islam?

—Get out your Ibn Battuta reading
for a quick HW check.




What is the geography of Africa?
How might this geography |mpact Africans?
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Geography of Africa
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Geography of Africa
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&3 sahel means “coastiine” in Arabic.
Afnican people may have named it
this because the Sahara seemad like
a vast ocean of sand.

The Sahara is the
world’s largest desert
& acted as a barrier to
separate North Africa

from sub-Saharan |
Africa Good Hope.




Early Societies of Africa
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Early Societies of Africa
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Characteristics of Sub-Saharan Africa

m While the societies of sub-Saharan Africa
were diverse, they shared some similarities:

—Most societies lived in farmlng V|Ilages in
family-based clans Sy (b nmih Lo

—Few societies had Bl A SSRGS
written languages; #°= IR
Histories were
shared orally by
storytellers (griots) [#

—Made iron tools




Characteristics of Africa

m Sub-Saharan people
were polytheistic:

m Practiced animism,
a religion in which
spirits exist
in nature &
play a role
in daily life



The Bantu Migration
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Bantu Migrations, 3000 B.c-n.n 11
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What factors shaped the culture of East Africa?
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East Africa

m The societies of East Africa participated
in the Indian Ocean trade network & were
shaped by cultural diffusion:

m The kingdom of *
Aksum trade with =.X%"
Persia, India,
Arabia, & Rome;
Aksum became a
Christian kingdom




Aksum Church




East Africa
~ mArab merchants

e introduced Islam to
_~  Z== == East African trade cities
et —The mix of African &
saans ) T nmnon Arab cultures led to a

new Swahili language

—Towns had mosques
& were ruled by a
Muslim sultan

—But many people
kept their traditional
religious beliefs




Closure Activity

m Compare the impact of geography on the
development of Greece, China & Africa

m How are Greek myths similar to the myths and
folk stories told by Africans?

m Why would someone say that trade is the
most important factor in the development of
East African and Roman culture?

m What comparisons could you make between
African animism and Indian Hinduism?

m How are Swahili and Hellenistic cultures
similar? How are they different?



}Essential Question:
—What was Africa like before the
introduction of Islam?
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What factors shap

ed the cultu_re of West Africa?
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West Africa
m West Africa was R—— -

were shaped by [ O o il
the trans-Saharan = = il |
trade network:
—West Africans
had large
deposits of gold
but lacked salt
—The gold-salt

trade connected %

North & West ks
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West Afrlca

m The gold-salt trade
increased cultural
diffusion with

Muslim merchants:

—|slam was
introduced in
West Africa &
slowly gained
converts

—Many Africans
blended Islam
with animism or
never converted
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West Africa
m The gold-salt trade led

S

Empire of Ghana A.D. 1000 E
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m By 800, Ghana became
an empire by taxing
merchants, building a
large army, &
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West Africa
m Eventually Ghana Empire of Mali, AD. 1400 i
was overthrown & the P e
Mali empire emerged m———m——
m Mali’s King Sundiata L i T
took over the Ghana R ACE
kingdom & trade cities |
in West Africa
—Sundiata created an
efficient gov't,
promoted farming,
& controlled trade “’d | \%V




West Afric_a

m The kings who ruled 74
Mali after Sundiata - _:"-""' o
Marrakech Trllju\llj,,_\ ‘
converted to Islam Siinass ;;rgr{
m The most important oghaza 5 A H A K A X\
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king was Mansa Musa:

—He built a 100,000
man army to keep
control over Mal, N

—He divided Maliinto -
provinces ruled by |=mue | 1 |
appointed governors |we |/
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West Afric_a

m When he returned s
from Mecca, Mansa _:"-""' -
. -“.Eflﬁkﬁch Trl]jn\llj,.,\ ‘
Musa built mosques Sifinasa ;:fr{
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including Timbuktu e
m This trade city attracted .
scholars, doctors,
religious leaders
—It had a university &
became an important |=mwnee % |
center for learning = oer /
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West Afrlca
m After Mansa Musa,

Mali declined & was
replaced by Songhai .
m Kings gained control of [ famSAHARA Y
trade cities along the
gold-salt routes
—Songhai grew into
the largest of the n .
West African empires o s
—Its fall in 1591 ended  |=w” | £ |

a 1’000 year era Of g E’te:diizzrranean
empires in West Africa
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Conclusions
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m African societies
were transformed
by two powerful (-
forces: 4
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