m Essential Question:

—What role did the United States play in
fighting in the Pacific during World War II?

m CPUSH Agenda for Unit 11.5:

—“Fighting World War Il in the Pacific”
notes




While the war was coming to an end in Europe,
the Alllew to fight the Japanese in the
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“81 The problem for the
- 7% Allies was the time &
| troops it would cost to
1 retake the thousands
ofislands the
Japanese controlled

he U.S. developed
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In 1 939, Albert Albert Ein-stein
Einstein wrote U.S. o1 rore

Peconic, Long Island

President Franklin |
Roosevelt G
about the potential to

build a nuclear

Some recent work by E.Fermi and L. Szilard, which has been com-

municated to me in manuseript, leads me to expect that the element uran-
ium may be turned into a new and important source of energy in the im-
mediate future. Certain aspects of the situation which has arisen seem
to call for watehfulness and, if necessary, quick action on the part
of the Administration. I believe therefore that it is my duty to bring
to your attention the following facts and recommendations:
_ : < In the course of the last four months it has been made probable -
‘;‘ . > *o 3 ;ff through the work of Joliot in Trance as well as Fermi and Szilard in
F D R Created a America - that it may become possible to set up a nuclear chain Teaction
top-secret
program called the
Manhattan Project, §
to construct the

omic bomb

in a large mass of uranium,by which vast amounts of power and 13..';‘38 quant-
ities of new radium-like elements would be generated. Now 1t appears
almost certain that this could be achieved in the immediate future.

This new phenomenon would also lead to the construction of bombs,
and it is conceivable - though much less certain - that extremely power-

ful bombs of a new type may thus be constructed. A single bomb of this

type, carried by boat and exploded in a port, might very well destroy
the whole port together with some of the surrounding territory. However,
such bombs might very well prove to be too heavy for transportation by

air,




The Manhattan Project

Robert
Oppenheimer was
put in charge of

developing the

From 1942-1945,
a number of secret
labs across the

country developed
& built the bomb
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In July 1945, the bomb was
successfully tested at Los
Alamos, New Mexico during
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http://www.history.com/shows/america-the-story-of-us/videos/america-divided#manhattan-project
http://www.history.com/shows/america-the-story-of-us/videos/america-divided#manhattan-project

In April 1945, FDR died & his VP Harry
Truman became president and had to

decide how to end the war In the Pacmc
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In July 1945, the Truman learned the atomic
Big Three met at the bomb was ready & issued
Potsdam Conference || the Potsdam Declaration to




When Japan refused to
surrender, Truman
ordered the bombing of
leo)sh’hm on August 6,

After 3 days, Japan
did not surrender so a
2nd atomic bomb was
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World War |l was over




In 1945, the
~ Nuremberg Trials

began

Prosecution of the
members of the
political, military and
economic leadership
of 4 any began




The Gl Bill of Rights offered returning soldiers
cheap loans for new homes & tuition for college




Do you agree with Truman’s decision to drop
the atomic bombs? Be prepared to support your

dNSWer.




Conclusions: The Impact of World War Il

m World War Il was the biggest, most deadly,
& most impactful war in world history:
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