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4th Grade ELA 

*Graded Assignments* 
FSA Coach Book Lessons: Complete Coach Lesson 10.  

• Directions: Students should read the lesson and then mark the text. Continue on with each 
lesson by reading both stories and answering both sets of questions. 

CommonLit: Complete the CommonLit article on City Systems.  

• Directions: Students should—read the passage, mark the text, and answer all questions 

*Optional (but highly recommended) Assignments* 
Writing Assignment: Plastic Straws 

• Directions: Students should—analyze the writing prompt, read through and mark the sources, 
create a plan, write a 4 paragraph essay, and check over/make revisions as needed. 
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Name: Class:

"Untitled [Explore #18]" by Logan Campbell is licensed under CC
BY-SA 2.0

City Systems
By Barbara Radner

2007

No matter what city you live in, your community depends on the help of the systems in place. In this
informational text, Barbara Radner further explores the systems that help a city run. As you read, take notes
on the di4erent systems that are in place in a city.

Thousands of people work in Chicago’s
government. You probably see the mayor1 on
television, and you see other government
workers in your community. If you see a police
o<cer or a crossing guard, they are government
workers. They are safety workers, and they are
part of a system that helps everyone in the city.
Thousands of people work every day to keep you
safe, make sure you have water and other
services.

There are other safety workers you don’t see, but
they keep you safe. There are food inspectors.
They go to restaurants, not to eat but to check for
problems. They make sure the restaurant is clean so that customers won’t get sick. You may have seen
a sign on a restaurant that it was closed by the health department. The inspectors have found serious
problems. The restaurant will be inspected again before it is allowed to open. Sometimes a person gets
sick because of food at a restaurant. That person usually takes a day to recover. Some people even
have to go to the hospital after they get food poisoning.2

There are many workers who help run the city’s systems. One of the systems you don’t see is mostly
underground. It is the sewer system. That system carries the dirty water from homes and businesses.
The water goes to a sewage treatment site. There it is cleaned. Workers have to make sure the sewers
are working. They need to check for leaks. They may need to replace a part of the system. If you have
ever seen a hole in the road and workers digging deep underground you know they’re ;xing a sewer.
When a sewer breaks it is urgent3 to ;x it. If they don’t ;x it right away, it could become a health
problem.

[1]

1. a leader of a city that the people vote for
2. illness caused by bacteria or other toxins in food
3. Urgent (adjective): requiring immediate action or attention

1
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“City Systems” from Center for Urban Education at DePaul University by Barbara Radner. Copyright © 2007. Used with permission. All rights
reserved.

There’s another system that involves water. It is the water system. People in Chicago have very clean
water. The water you drink comes from the lake. About ;fty years ago, it would come right from the
lake and go into people’s homes. Pipes carried it to the homes. People might turn on the faucet and get
water and a little ;sh. Yes, a ;sh could come into the home from the pipes. It would have traveled from
the lake to the home. Pipes still carry water to the homes, but now it is ;ltered ;rst. There is a very big
;ltration plant along the lakeshore. Water is pumped into the plant. Then it is cleaned. Then it is
pumped to homes and businesses through the system of pipes under the city. There are hundreds of
miles of pipes that carry the water.

So every day when you get water, cross a street, or go to a restaurant, you’re being helped by the
government. The systems that the government runs help people stay safe and healthy. The thousands
of people who work for the government all work for you.

[5]
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Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. PART A: What is the main idea of the text?
A. The government doesn’t provide as many services as you might think.
B. While there are many city systems, the most important are sewer and water.
C. City systems have changed over the years to focus mainly on keeping people

safe.
D. There are many systems in place in a city that you might not realize are helping

you.

2. PART B: Which detail from the text best supports the answer to Part B?
A. “There are food inspectors. They go to restaurants, not to eat but to check for

problems.” (Paragraph 2)
B. “There are many workers who help run the city’s systems. One of the systems

you don’t see is mostly underground.” (Paragraph 3)
C. “When a sewer breaks it is urgent to ;x it. If they don’t ;x it right away, it could

become a health problem.” (Paragraph 3)
D. “People might turn on the faucet and get water and a little ;sh. Yes, a ;sh could

come into the home from the pipes.” (Paragraph 4)

3. How does the author organize the information?
A. The author details the di=erent city systems and the work related to them.
B. The author compares city systems of the past with today.
C. The author discusses city systems, and then discusses her favorite.
D. The author compares necessary city systems to those we don’t need.

4. How does the text help us understand the relationship between people and the
government?
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Discussion Questions
Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be prepared to
share your original ideas in a class discussion.

1. After reading the text, do you think there are some government jobs that are more
important to a city than others? If so, what are they? Describe a government job that you
might be interested in one day.

2. In the text, the author explores the di=erent jobs and systems necessary for a city to run.
Why is it important that workers involved in these systems work together? Describe another
example of a community in which people need to come together to accomplish a goal.

4
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*Graded Assignments* 
FSA Coach Book Lessons: Complete Coach Lesson 11.  

• Directions: Students should read the lesson and then mark the text. Continue on with each 
lesson by reading both stories and answering both sets of questions. 

CommonLit: Complete the CommonLit article on Whitehouse Tour  

• Directions: Students should—read the passage, mark the text, and answer all questions 

*Optional (but highly recommended) Assignments* 
Writing Assignment: Continue working on Plastic Straws 

• Directions: Students should—analyze the writing prompt, read through and mark the sources, 
create a plan, write a 4 paragraph essay, and check over/make revisions as needed. 
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"The White House DSC03305" by Nicolas Karim is licensed under
CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

Let's Take a White House Tour
By John Riley and Barbara Burt

2010

The White House is an important building in the United States. It’s where the president lives. You can take a
tour there! As you read, take notes on what a person will experience on a tour of the White House.

A bit of history before we
begin...

President John Adams and his wife, Abigail,
moved into the White House on November 1,
1800. That makes the year 2000 the 200th
anniversary of the White House.

Back when the Adamses moved in, the building
was called the President’s House.

It was the largest house in America. Abigail
Adams said it was twice as big as her church back
home in Massachusetts. It was also cold and drafty,1 and some of the rooms and stairs were not
Fnished. But the Adams family believed that the house would stand for a long time, and it has. In 200
years, 40 presidents have lived and worked in the White House at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue in
Washington, D.C. It has become a famous symbol of American leadership.

Start the tour!

Today, some rooms of the White House are open to the public. More than one million people visit each
year. Other rooms are private, set aside for the personal use of the president’s family and their guests.
The wallpaper, furniture, and art have changed over the years. First families2 try to make the White
House a comfortable home for as long as they live there.

Although the inside of the White House has changed, the outside has stayed the same. OHces have
been built in wings on both sides, but the main part of the White House looks much as it did when
President Adams arrived 200 years ago on a chilly November day.

To take a tour, you’ll need tickets. You can pick them up at the White House Visitor Center. The tours
take place in the morning. After waiting in line, you’ll enter the East Wing and walk down the East
Colonnade. A colonnade (a long hallway with windows or columns) extends from both sides of the
main building.

[1]

[5]

1. having cold air move through it
2. the families of U.S. presidents

1
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“Let’s Take a White House Tour” by John Riley and Barbara Burt, Appleseeds, © by Carus Publishing Company. Reproduced with permission. All
Cricket Media material is copyrighted by Carus Publishing Company, d/b/a Cricket Media, and/or various authors and illustrators. Any

commercial use or distribution of material without permission is strictly prohibited.

On the ground Goor, you can look into some rooms as you walk by. The Red Room has walls and
furniture covered in apple-red fabric. The Green Room contains furniture that was made in America
200 years ago! Many people think that the Blue Room, with gold wallpaper and a blue and gold rug, is
the most beautiful room in the White House. The Green Room, Blue Room, and Red Room are often
used for receptions.3

Upstairs, the grand East Room is often used for large gatherings. The grand piano can be used to
entertain guests. The East Room can also be set for large dinners and even rock concerts! Presidents
often hold their press conferences4 there.

When the morning tours are over, the ropes are removed and the rugs are put back into place.

The private White House

The White House belongs to all the citizens of the United States, but it’s also the home  of the president’s
family. Only guests of the Frst family get to see the private rooms on the second Goor.

If you were an overnight guest, your bedroom would be on the second or third Goor. You might watch
a movie in the family movie theater, or bowl a game in the underground bowling alley!

The White House outdoors

The public tour doesn’t include the big “backyard” of the White House. But if you were a White House
guest, you could visit the Children’s Garden, play tennis, swim in the pool, go for a jog on the jogging
path, and admire the Gowers and trees.

Visiting the president at work

The president’s oHces are located in the West Wing. You’ll need a special appointment to visit. The
president’s oHce is called the Oval OHce because of its shape. Each president can decorate the oHce
any way they like, but one thing never changes: the Oval OHce is very impressive. Imagine how many
world leaders have met with U.S. presidents here. Perhaps, someday, you’ll be the person sitting
behind the desk!

[10]

3. social gatherings
4. an interview or announcement given to the press
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Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. What is the main idea of the text?
A. People can see the private and public areas of the White House on a tour.
B. People can see many important rooms in the White House on a public tour.
C. People learn a lot about the White House on public tours, but do not see a lot it.
D. People are not allowed to tour the White House when important people are

staying there.

2. PART A: Which of the following describes the Adamses’ opinion of the White House?
A. They thought it was too uncomfortable to be a home.
B. They thought it should remain the same over the centuries.
C. They thought it would continue to be an important building.
D. They thought it was too small for their family and employees.

3. PART B: Which detail from the text best supports the answer to Part A?
A. “Abigail Adams said it was twice as big as her church back home in

Massachusetts.” (Paragraph 3)
B. “the Adams family believed that the house would stand for a long time, and it

has.” (Paragraph 3)
C. “The wallpaper, furniture, and art have changed over the years.” (Paragraph 4)
D. “First families try to make the White House a comfortable home for as long as

they live there.” (Paragraph 4)

4. Why are some areas of the White House not included in the tour?
A. They are under construction.
B. There are expensive rugs on the Goor.
C. The president and his family live there.
D. They are the oldest rooms in the house.

5. Based on the information in the text, why has the White House “become a famous symbol
of American leadership”? (Paragraph 3)

A. It is the oldest house in America.
B. It is the biggest house in America.
C. The president lives and works there.
D. Presidential elections take place there.

6. How do the authors organize information in the text?
A. They provide information about the White House and tours of the building.
B. They describe how each room in the White House has changed over time.
C. They compare the president’s house with other world leaders’ houses.
D. They list diIerent rooms in the White House that they have toured.

3



7. Which statement describes the authors’ most likely purpose in the text?
A. to tell people what to expect on a tour of the White House
B. to urge readers to visit the White House as guests of the president
C. to oIer advice on how the tour of the White House could be better
D. to make the president feel bad for not allowing tours of private rooms

8. How does the sentence “Perhaps, someday, you’ll be the person sitting behind the desk!”
contribute to the text?

A. It urges readers to tour the Oval OHce.
B. It challenges readers to sit behind the president’s desk.
C. It suggests that readers could be the president one day.
D. It suggests that there is a way to sneak into the Oval OHce.

9. What are the diIerent uses for the White House? Use evidence from the text to support
your answer.

4



Discussion Questions
Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be prepared to
share your original ideas in a class discussion.

1. If you had a choice, would you ever live at the White House? Why or why not?

2. Based on the information in the text, which room or space in the White House are you most
interested in visiting and why?
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by Sarah Wiggins

Christine Figgener and a team of research scientists from Texas A&M University 
were studying sea turtles off the coast of Costa Rica. They noticed something 
sticking out of one turtle’s nose. The team hoisted the 77 pound turtle, the size of a 
fifth grader, onto the boat to get a better look. One researcher commented that he 
thought the object in the turtle’s nose was a worm. 

Carefully, the team worked together to hold the turtle steady and keep it calm. 
One person used pliers to gently pull the worm out. He worked slowly and carefully 
because the scientists were worried the worm may be attached to the turtle’s brain. 
The turtle was sneezing repeatedly and struggling to get away. As the scientist 
continued tugging the worm, the turtle started hissing. He was clearly uncomfortable. 
A small stream of blood even dripped from his nostril. 

The scientists were worried they wouldn’t be able to get the entire worm out, and 
they decided to cut it. They examined the piece that they separated and made a big 
discovery. It wasn’t a worm; it was a plastic straw! The turtle had somehow gotten a 
plastic straw lodged up his nose. 

Once they realized this, the scientists knew they had to get the rest of the straw 
out. Not only was it probably uncomfortable for the turtle, but it could also interfere 
with his ability to breathe. They pulled on the straw for about five more minutes, and 
eventually, it came out. It was a four inch piece of plastic straw. 

Figgener suspects the turtle probably swallowed the straw accidentally. Then, as 
he gagged it up, it got stuck in his nose. Since the passageways for a turtle to 
swallow food and also to breathe are connected, like in humans, it makes it possible 
for objects to enter the wrong path.

After removing the straw, the team observed the turtle to make sure he was ok. 
They disinfected his nostril, and then they released him back into the ocean. 

1

2

3

4

5

6

Source 1: Turtle in Trouble

Read the “Should Cities Ban Plastic Straws?” passage set.

____________________________________________________________________Writing Practice Test

Should Cities Ban Plastic Straws?

Page 1 Go On
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by Amelia Brennan

A single straw costs less than a penny to make and weighs less than an ounce. 
How can a piece of plastic so tiny cause such a big stir? 

It is estimated that Americans use more than 200,000,000 plastic straws each 
day. Straws are among the top five items found in beach cleanups. There are an 
estimated 2,000 tons of plastic straws discarded in the ocean. While plastic straws 
can be recycled, most are not. They are so small, that many people simply forget to 
recycle them. Those that make it to the recycling center are often sorted out 
accidentally by machines because of their size. 

Plastic can take thousands of years to decompose or break down. This means 
that all of these straws will be sitting in a landfill, on the beach, or in the ocean for a 
millennium or more. What is the solution to this plastic problem? Many people believe 
that the United States should ban plastic straws or make it illegal to purchase or use 
them. 

A straw ban could, however, pose a problem for many individuals. Dianne 
Laurine has cerebral palsy. She is unable to use her hands and feet. The only way she 
can drink is by moving her head to the straw. When a reporter asked her how she felt 
about the proposed straw ban, she replied, “Awful. Awful. Awful.” Many people with 
disabilities depend on the flexibility of plastic straws in order to drink. Additionally, 
some elderly people with limited motor control also rely on plastic straws. 

Others simply do not think a ban is necessary. The 2,000 tons of plastic straws in 
the ocean seems like a lot until you consider that there is in total 9,000,000 tons of 
plastic waste in the ocean. 2,000 tons is a small percentage of 9,000,000. Some 
people think we should focus on plastic bottles and discarded fishing nets instead of 
plastic straws. 

Environmentalists recognize that straws are a small part of a larger problem. Many 
feel that a ban on straws will get the ball rolling so we can move onto addressing 
bigger plastic pollution issues. Yet others argue it might actually hurt the cause. 
People might give up straws and think they’ve done enough to help the environment 
and stop there. 

Others feel that making a law is not necessary for change. First, let’s make 
people aware of the problem. Maybe we can help change habits and get people 
using fewer or no straws. Then, we educate. It’s better to teach people to dispose of, 
or get rid of, their plastic properly rather than banning straws altogether. 
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Source 2: Small Straw, Big Debate

Read the “Should Cities Ban Plastic Straws?” passage set.

____________________________________________________________________Writing Practice Test

Should Cities Ban Plastic Straws?

Page 2 Go On
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by Matthew Evans

Some people want to get rid of straws altogether. However, this would make 
drinking a milkshake or a Frappuccino pretty tricky. 

While traditional plastic straws are the most common, there are actually other 
materials that can be used to make straws. One common type of straw is a paper 
straw. Paper straws do not last a long time and can even fall apart while you are 
drinking. They will still end up in landfills, but they will break down more quickly than 
their plastic counterparts. 

Engineers have also experimented with creating straws from biodegradable 
materials such as corn or wheat. This means the straws will break down easily when 
discarded. You won’t have to worry about them sitting in landfills because the natural 
materials will disintegrate back into the earth.

While paper or biodegradable straws would eliminate some of the plastic waste, 
some people point out that they would require more fossil fuels and electricity to 
create than plastic straws. Also, these straws are more expensive. This could cause 
companies to increase the prices on drinks. 

This has led many people to push for reusable straws. Several companies have 
created stainless steel straws. These are designed to last a long time. They are sturdy 
and dishwasher safe. One negative is that it can be hard, even with a dishwasher, to 
ensure that the inside crevice is fully clean.  

Another option is a glass straw. These are designed to be reused and last a long 
time. There are many designs with multiple patterns and colors. You can see through 
them to ensure they are clean. Glass, however, can shatter if you drop it. 

There are many straw options out there besides the plastic straw. If plastic 
straws are harmful to the environment, why not try a new kind?
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Source 3: Other Kinds of Straws

Read the “Should Cities Ban Plastic Straws?” passage set.

____________________________________________________________________Writing Practice Test

Should Cities Ban Plastic Straws?

Page 3 Go On
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Your city leaders are considering a ban on plastic straws in your city, 
making it illegal to sell or use plastic straws. Write an essay for your city 
leaders in which you give your opinion about whether or not plastic 
straws should be banned. Use information from the passage in your 
essay. 

Manage your time carefully so that you can

• read the passages;

• plan your response;

• write your response; and

• revise and edit your response.

Be sure to include

• an introduction;

• support for your opinion using information from the passages;
and

• a conclusion that is related to your opinion.

Your response should be in the form of a multiparagraph essay. Write 
your response in the space provided. 

____________________________________________________________________Writing Practice Test

Writing Prompt
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STUDENT NAME_____________________________

PLANNING SHEET

Use this sheet to plan what you will write. The writing on this sheet will NOT 
be scored. 

This sheet will NOT be scored. 


