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4th Grade ELA 

*Graded Assignments* 
FSA Coach Book Lessons: Complete Strand 2, Lessons 6.  

• Directions: Students should read the lesson and then mark the text. Continue on with each 
lesson by reading both stories and answering both sets of questions. 

CommonLit: Complete the CommonLit article on the Everglades.  

• Directions: Students should—read the passage, mark the text, and answer all questions 

*Optional (but highly recommended) Assignments* 
Writing Assignment: Opinion Writing Prompt—Space Tourism 

• Directions: Students should—analyze the writing prompt, read through and mark the sources, 
create a plan, write a 4 paragraph essay, and check over/make revisions as needed. 
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Name: Class:

"Cypres dome with Alligator, NPSphoto, G.Gardner.jpg" by
Everglades NPS is in the public domain.

Getting Started
By Highlights for Children

The Everglades is a region in southern Florida )lled with all di*erent types of plants and animals. In this
Highlights text, the author discusses the e*ects that humans have had on this environment. As you read,
take notes on how humans have helped and hurt the environment.

Sometimes we only appreciate something when

we realize we may lose it. That is the story of the

Everglades. A shallow slow-moving river, the

Everglades once covered about 18,000 square

miles of southern Florida. Until the 1900s, few

people lived in the grassy wetlands.
1

Not much

was understood about the unique balance of

nature that existed there. Plants, creatures, and

water had formed a remarkable ecosystem.
2

South Florida has two seasons — a dry season

and a wet season. During the wet season from

April to November, rain historically saturated
3

the

land. It also Flled Lake Okeechobee in central

Florida. When it rained a lot, the lake overGowed its southern banks. It created sheet Gow. Sheet Gow is

water Gowing in a thin layer over the landscape. In this case, the water traveled slowly southward over

Florida’s Gat limestone shelf to Florida Bay.

By the early 1900s, Florida’s pleasant winters attracted more people. Visitors became new permanent

residents. They built homes and roads. The conditions looked good for farming, so the newcomers

planted large agricultural
4

crops. But South Florida’s cycle of Gooding was a problem. To address that,

developers attempted to drain the land. They also built structures to control water levels and Gow.

Those changes made it easier for more people to live year-round in South Florida. They also disrupted

life in the Everglades. The Everglades depends on freshwater regularly replenishing
5

the land. But the

area’s growing human population needed freshwater, too. And large farms consumed
6

large quantities

of freshwater. By the mid-1900s, Lake Okeechobee did not collect enough water to overGow and form

sheet Gow. Water levels in southern Florida began to shrink. A few new residents saw the Everglades as

more than a vast marshland.
7

They saw that the Everglades was being harmed. Lack of freshwater

wasn’t the only problem. As more and more land was developed for people and farms, the Everglades’

historic boundaries shrank. Loss of habitat and hunting threatened the survival of native species
8

in

the Everglades.

[1]

1. a land or areas covered in shallow water

2. a physical environment and the creatures that live in it

3. to thoroughly soak

4. related to farming

5. Replenish (verb): to Fll something up again

6. to use up a resource

7. an area of land that is Gooded during rainy seasons and remains wet

8. plants or animals that grow or are born in a speciFc area

1
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In the early 1900s, the federal government had set aside large natural spaces in the West as public

parks. Some people hoped that federal recognition might save the Everglades. They fought for it.

Everglades National Park was established in 1947. It is the largest wilderness area east of the

Mississippi River. It became the Frst park in the United States created for its biodiversity.
9

Today, people understand that the changes made to the land nearly 100 years ago are jeopardizing
10

the Everglades’ future. Some things cannot be reversed. Six million people live in South Florida today.

Major agricultural crops such as sugar cane and citrus fruits grow there. Still, a 40-year plan was

enacted in 2000 to restore some of the natural Gow of freshwater to southern Florida.

Everglades National Park protects 1.5 million acres along the southern tip of Florida. The site appears

to be mostly marshy and Gat. Yet, that description is deceiving.
11

An amazing variety of creatures live

there. About 360 diHerent species of birds have been sighted in the park. Nearly 300 diHerent species

of Fsh have been identiFed. About 40 species of mammals and 50 species of reptiles inhabit the park.

Nature still rules in the Everglades. It remains a place that seems naturally wild. A place worth

understanding, appreciating, and protecting.

[5]

9. an environment with many diHerent types of plants and animals

10. Jeopardize (verb): to put something or someone at risk

11. Deceive (verb): to cause someone to believe something that is not true
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Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. PART A: Which sentence describes the main idea or the text?

A. The damage to the Everglades has been reversed since it was made a national
park.

B. Humans helped improve the land in southern Florida by preventing Gooding.

C. Changes to the weather in southern Florida has damaged the Everglades.

D. Humans upset the balance in the Everglades and need to continue to protect it.

2. PART B: Which detail from the text best supports the answer to part A?

A. “South Florida has two seasons — a dry season and a wet season. During the
wet season from April to November, rain historically saturated the land.”
(Paragraph 2)

B. “It is the largest wilderness area east of the Mississippi River. It became the Frst
park in the United States created for its biodiversity.” (Paragraph 5)

C. “Today, people understand that the changes made to the land nearly 100 years
ago are jeopardizing the Everglades’ future. Some things cannot be reversed.”
(Paragraph 6)

D. “About 360 diHerent species of birds have been sighted in the park. Nearly 300
diHerent species of Fsh have been identiFed.” (Paragraph 7)

3. How is the text organized?

A. The author describes how the Everglades developed over time to be the
ecosystem it is today.

B. The author discusses how humans abused the Everglades in the past, and how
they continue to abuse the land today.

C. The author discusses why the Everglades exist, and then how humans have
harmed the land and can help protect it.

D. The author expresses how healthy the Everglades are today, and then describes
how damaged they used to be.

4. Which of the following describes the problems the Everglades face today?

A. Past damage and continued human activity aHects the Everglades.

B. Humans didn’t learn their lesson about controlling the water in southern Florida.

C. Humans hunt many of the species that live in the Everglades today.

D. Most of the Everglades has been destroyed to make room for homes.

3



5. What is the connection between the actions of humans and the Everglades?
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Discussion Questions
Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be prepared to
share your original ideas in a class discussion.

1. How have Americans’ views and treatment of the environment changed over time? Do you
think we’re doing enough to protect the environment for the future? Why or why not? Have
you seen humans helping or hurting the environment in your community? If so, describe
what you saw.

2. In the text, the author discusses how the Everglades was turned into a national park to
better protect it. What do you do to protect the environment?

5



by Sarah Wiggins

Humans are curious creatures. It is in our nature to ask questions and explore the 
world around us. Humans are also adventure seeking. We surf giant waves and climb 
treacherous mountains. One new industry claims to have just the thing for all of the 
curious explorers and adventurers out there: space travel. 

While space travel used to be limited to highly trained astronauts, several 
companies are offering tickets to space for the rest of us. The catch? To experience 
astronomical travel, you must pay an astronomical price. Virgin Galactic has 
reportedly sold 700 tickets costing at least $200,000 each. 

Not everyone in the world is able to afford the ticket, but for those who can, it 
promises to be an out of this world experience. Travelers will experience six minutes 
of zero gravity. They will also have the opportunity to view the earth from above.

The price may seem outrageous now, but as the space tourism industry 
expands, experts are certain the cost will go down. Any new technology or 
experience is much more expensive when it first begins. For instance, the price of an 
international airplane flight in the 1930’s would equal about $20,000 in today’s 
currency. 

So why invest in an industry that offers an expensive thrill ride for an elite few? It 
is impossible to know the future of space tourism, but it has the potential to be life 
changing. What if space tourism grows like the airline industry? Not only would this 
create many jobs, but it could open doors for so much more. 

Space tourism will encourage exploration and discovery. Perhaps there are new 
minerals waiting to be discovered. Maybe we could find ways to colonize the moon 
or other planets. What if there really is life out there? There are so many possibilities. 
Until now, the exploration has been limited to a handful of astronauts. When we open 
the doors of discovery to others, the potential is endless. Some might even say 
priceless. 

1

2

3

4

5

6

Source 1: Space Travel—Worth the Cost? 

Read the “Should Space Tourism Be Legal?” passage set.

____________________________________________________________________Writing Practice Test

Should Space Tourism Be Legal? 

Page 1 Go On

©2018 More Than a Worksheet



by Ross Gellar

The tourist industry in the world is humongous. It includes hotels, airlines, tour 
companies, cruise lines, rental cars, theme parks, and countless other businesses 
and activities. According to statistics from the World Travel and Tourism council, in 
2015, the tourism industry brought in more than seven trillion dollars. Additionally, it 
generated 284 million jobs. 

Dr. Alan Fyall, a professor at the University of Central Florida suggests, “There’s 
every reason to believe that commercial space travel will have a similar impact on the 
economy.” Space tourism could boost industry and create new jobs. It could bring in 
a lot of money for many countries. 

Fyall also points out potential benefits for the environment. “Space travelers will 
gain a deeper appreciation for our planet and hopefully want to take a more active 
approach to protecting it.” This could lead to innovative solutions to problems such 
as pollution and global warming. It might encourage more people to take care of the 
earth. 

Similarly, NASA Astronaut Anna Lee Fisher believes that space tourism will have 
a positive impact on humanity. “I seriously believe that if more people had the 
opportunity to go into space and see the Earth from that vantage point they would 
definitely stop thinking of themselves as being from this country or that country and 
slowly start feeling like they’re just from this planet.” This could ultimately lead to a 
more peaceful world. 

Dr. Asli D.A. Tasci, an associate professor at UCF views the space tourism 
debate differently. She states, “Commercial space travel by civilians is a dangerous 
endeavor, not only for humans but also for our planet.” She mentions the deadly 
rocket crash of the VSS Enterprise where the pilot was seriously injured, and the co-
pilot died. There are also unknown health risks for sending just anyone into space. 

Former NASA astronaut Sherwood “Woody” Spring warns “When you get into 
orbit, 99 percent of astronauts go through what we call ‘space adaptation syndrome’; 
some people throw up, some don’t, but you’re probably not going to feel well the first 
two days.” He describes it similar to a mild flu. 

In terms of our planet, there are dangers there, too. Dr. Tasci points out that soot 
or black carbon is released into the atmosphere when rockets are launched. It can 
stick around and result in dangerous climate change. With more companies jumping 
on board, this could potentially lead to a lot of pollution. 

One one hand, space tourism could possibly boost the economy, spark a global 
interest in conserving the earth, and help build a sense of world community. On the 
other hand, it is potentially dangerous to both humans and the planet. We are in the 
early stages of a new frontier, and there are still a lot of questions to be answered.  
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Source 2: Pros and Cons of Space Tourism

Read the “Should Space Tourism Be Legal?” passage set.

____________________________________________________________________Writing Practice Test

Should Space Tourism Be Legal? 

Page 2
Go On

©2018 More Than a Worksheet



by Rachel Green

So you want to be an astronaut? The standards are tough, and the training is 
rigorous. NASA will not accept just anyone into the training program. As a minimum, 
astronaut hopefuls must have a four year bachelor’s degree in engineering or other 
scientific fields. Many have even more advanced degrees which require additional 
years of study. They must be in top physical condition, and they must have a 
personality that works well with others and can handle the pressures of space travel. 
These are just the requirements to be accepted into the program.

Once you are accepted, this does not guarantee that you will travel to space. You 
are required to take more classes. You must participate in military survival training. 
You are required to become a certified scuba diver and a trained pilot. You also have 
to complete spacewalk simulations, endure high and low atmospheric pressure, and 
complete other physically challenging tasks. It may be years before you are chosen 
for a mission if you are chosen at all. In the past, this was the only way you could 
make it to space.

Now, there are companies working to develop space travel for civilians, or non 
astronauts. This means regular people may have the opportunity to orbit the earth. 
There are concerns about the safety of space travel for the average person. The 
physical requirements set by NASA are designed to ensure safety. Space tourism 
companies will provide training to potential space travelers, but it will not be as 
extensive or comprehensive as NASA’s training. 

Since space tourism is such a new idea, there is not a lot of research. All of the 
studies on the effects of space on humans has been completed on professionally 
trained astronauts. They are in optimal physical and mental health. According to an 
article from Reuters, “Space tourists will likely be a much more diverse group, with a 
broader range of health conditions.” This means, we just don’t know how space will 
affect the average citizen in less than perfect health. 

Increased g-forces and motion sickness are two concerns. Also, space radiation 
may interfere with implanted medical devices such as artificial knees or screws and 
pins used to repair bone fractures. Aside from the physical aspects, another concern 
is that passengers might behave unpredictably when stuck on a spaceship traveling 
at high speeds away from earth. Will people suddenly feel claustrophobic and panic?
The bottom line: There’s just not enough information to determine if space tourism is 
safe for the average citizen. 
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Source 3: So You Want to Travel in Space?

Read the “Should Space Tourism Be Legal?” passage set.

____________________________________________________________________Writing Practice Test

Should Space Tourism Be Legal? 

Page 3 Go On

©2018 More Than a Worksheet



Congress is meeting to discuss whether or not average citizens should 
be allowed to travel in space. Write an essay for Congress in which you 
give your opinion about whether or not space tourism should be allowed 
by law. Use information from the passage in your essay. 

Manage your time carefully so that you can

• read the passages;

• plan your response;

• write your response; and

• revise and edit your response. 

Be sure to include

• an introduction; 

• support for your opinion using information from the passages; 
and

• a conclusion that is related to your opinion. 

Your response should be in the form of a multiparagraph essay. Write 
your response in the space provided. 

____________________________________________________________________Writing Practice Test

Writing Prompt

Page 4 Go On
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STUDENT NAME_____________________________

PLANNING SHEET

Use this sheet to plan what you will write. The writing on this sheet will NOT 
be scored. 

This sheet will NOT be scored. 
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4th Grade ELA 

*Graded Assignments* 
FSA Coach Book Lessons: Complete Strand 2, Lesson 7 

• Directions: Students should read the lesson and then mark the text. Continue on with each 
lesson by reading both stories and answering both sets of questions. 

CommonLit: Complete the CommonLit article Cave Explorer  

• Directions: Students should—read the passage, mark the text, and answer all questions 

*Optional (but highly recommended) Assignments* 

Writing Assignment: Continue working on and finish Space Tourism from previous week 

• Directions: Students should—analyze the writing prompt, read through and mark the sources, 
create a plan, write a 4 paragraph essay, and check over/make revisions as needed. 
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Name: Class:

"Thousands of spelunkers, amateur cave explorers, take guided
tours of Mammoth Cave each year. Only experienced cavers
explore and survey new passages." by Gary C. Berdeaux is used
with permission.

Stephen Bishop: Cave Explorer
By Judith Boogaart

2016

Franklin Gorin purchased a slave, Stephen Bishop, to act as a tour guide for Mammoth Cave in Kentucky.
Stephen went on to make many discoveries in the cave and to be a well-known guide. As you read, take
notes on how the author describes Stephen.

Stephen’s lantern cast shaky shadows on the

walls of Mammoth Cave, Kentucky. Hurrying after

his guide, he stumbled along the rocky path. He

couldn’t lose sight of Mr. Miller. He might not Jnd

his way back out.

Stephen was a slave owned by Franklin Gorin.

Gorin had bought Mammoth Cave to develop it

for tourists. Like many people in the 1830s, he

didn’t worry about preserving1 the natural

wonder. He wanted to make money from it. Since

a slave wouldn’t need to be paid, Gorin decided

to have 17-year-old Stephen trained as a guide.

At Mammoth Cave in Kentucky, Stephen Bishop

was known as the “prince of guides.”

Facing the Challenge

Stephen knew little about caves, but he was expected to obey his master. Every day he followed his

guide, Mr. Miller, over the cave routes.2 Stephen found he could easily remember the twisting passages

and the formations3 that served as markers. Soon he knew the eight miles of cave routes as well as Mr.

Miller.

But guiding meant more than knowing the trails. Stephen had to explain what visitors were seeing. He

listened closely to learn facts and stories about the caves.

Soon Stephen began giving tours himself. He pointed out log pipes and wooden vats4 in the passages.

These had been used in the mining5 of saltpeter6 to make gunpowder for the War of 1812.

[1]

[5]

1. Preserve (verb): to keep something in its original state

2. Route (noun): a path to get from one point to another

3. Formation (noun): the structure or arrangement of something

4. a large container

5. to dig into the earth for minerals

6. a naturally occurring substance used in explosives

1



He took visitors deep underground to Chief City. Here, early tribes had left behind slippers,

gourds,7and cane sticks. Stephen lit Jres to show oM the room’s huge size.

In Registration Hall, miners, guides, and visitors had used smoke from lamps or candles to write their

names on the smooth ceiling. Legend says Stephen learned to read and write by studying them. Soon

he added his name to theirs.

Exploring Mammoth Cave

Stephen loved the cave. While giving tours, he spotted many leads oM the main passages. He itched8 to

explore them, and Gorin let him. More passages meant more cave tours — and more money for Gorin.

Stephen spent hours underground. He climbed up domes and down pits. In the dim light of his tin

lamp, he squeezed through narrow tunnels and crawl spaces. He memorized landmarks such as

special rocks or sand beds to guide himself back out.

One day, Stephen followed a twisting passage not on the tours. He climbed up a slick9 wall, over slopes,

and down a 30-foot drop. He crawled through an opening partway up the passage wall. There he found

a large dome no one had known about. Gorin was thrilled. It was named Gorin’s Dome, and

newspapers printed stories of the discovery.

Beyond Bottomless Pit

Stephen kept exploring, but one space always stopped him: Bottomless Pit. On tours, he lit scraps of

paper and tossed them in. Visitors, watching them drift down, could never see the bottom. The pit

gaped as wide as a country lane.10 No one had ever dared to cross it. But Stephen wanted to know

what was on the other side.

On October 20, 1838, Stephen and a visitor decided to risk it. Using a ladder of cedar poles, they

crossed over Bottomless Pit. Imagine inching over a yawning black hole on a crude11 ladder. “I’m not

sure I would have tried it,” admits Chuck DeCroix, an experienced caver who guides visitors today.

“They had poor lighting and no knowledge of what was below them. It would take guts to cross.”

Stephen’s courage12 paid oM. He and the visitor found two miles of new passages that day. What

beautiful stalactites, stalagmites,13and gypsum rosettes14 they saw! Again Gorin was thrilled. He had a

sturdy bridge built across the pit. Guides and visitors explored six more miles of passages that year.

Stephen discovered underground rivers in Mammoth Cave. He saw eyeless Jsh swimming in them. No

one had heard of such creatures. Scientists came from all over the world to study them.

[10]

[15]

7. a type of fruit that has a hard shell that is used for decoration and not eating

8. to feel a strong desire to do something

9. Slick (adjective): wet, slippery

10. a road in the countryside

11. basic or simple

12. Courage (noun): the ability to do something that is frightening

13. structures formed by mineral dripping from the ceiling or piling up on the Koor

14. a type of crystal

2
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Stephen became famous for his dramatic15 tours. He gave boat trips on the rivers. He showed oM a

beautiful place called Snowball Room. Its ceiling was covered with white gypsum rosettes. He used

lantern light and torches to make formations sparkle and glow. He sang songs to demonstrate the

cave’s great sound. He told interesting stories. One visitor called him the “prince of guides.”

Stephen drew a new map of Mammoth Cave. Slaves didn’t usually get credit for their accomplishments,

but the map was published in 1845 under Stephen’s name.

For 150 years, other people have continued to explore the cave. Today, 365 miles have been

surveyed16 in the Mammoth Cave system. It is the longest cave in the world. Stephen Bishop found

more miles of passage than any other guide of his time. His curiosity, determination,17 and courage

helped him discover Mammoth’s secrets.

15. Dramatic (adjective): exciting and impressive

16. to examine and record the details of an area of land

17. Determination (noun): the ability to keep trying something, even if it is diLcult
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Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. PART A: Which sentence describes the central idea of the text?

A. The diMerent species and rock formations that Stephen discovered made
important contributions to science.

B. Stephen’s work as a guide in Mammoth Cave was so impressive that he
eventually received pay for his work.

C. Despite only having basic tools, Stephen made more discoveries in Mammoth
Cave than any explorer in the years to come.

D. Stephen was able to make important discoveries in Mammoth Cave because of
his brave explorations.

2. PART B: Which detail from the text best supports the answer to Part A?

A. “At Mammoth Cave in Kentucky, Stephen Bishop was known as the ‘prince of
guides.’” (Paragraph 3)

B. “In Registration Hall, miners, guides, and visitors had used smoke from lamps or
candles to write their names on the smooth ceiling.” (Paragraph 8)

C. “The pit gaped as wide as a country lane. No one had ever dared to cross it. But
Stephen wanted to know what was on the other side.” (Paragraph 12)

D. “On October 20, 18, Stephen and a visitor decided to risk it. Using a ladder of
cedar poles, they crossed over Bottomless Pit.” (Paragraph 13)

3. PART A: Why was Stephen called the “prince of guides”?

A. Stephen knew more about caves than anyone.

B. Stephen discovered jewels in the cave.

C. Stephen was known to be an amazing guide.

D. Stephen made a lot of money as a guide.

4. PART B: Which quote from the text best supports the answer to Part A?

A. “No one had ever dared to cross it. But Stephen wanted to know what was on
the other side.” (Paragraph 12)

B. “What beautiful stalactites, stalagmites, and gypsum rosettes they saw!”
(Paragraph 14)

C. “Stephen became famous for his dramatic tours. He gave boat trips on the
rivers.” (Paragraph 16)

D. “Slaves didn’t usually get credit for their accomplishments, but the map was
published in 1845 under Stephen’s name.” (Paragraph 17)

4



5. What is the connection between Stephen’s status as a slave and the lack of credit he got for
his discoveries?
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Discussion Questions
Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be prepared to
share your original ideas in a class discussion.

1. How did Stephen have to be brave to make his discoveries in Mammoth Cave? Why do you
think Stephen took certain risks to make these discoveries? Describe a time when you acted
bravely. What pushed you to be brave?

2. Stephen discovered and mapped new passages in Mammoth Cave. How do you think these
contributions helped later explorers and our knowledge of the cave today? Do you think we
would know so much about Mammoth Cave today if it weren’t for Stephen?

3. In the context of the text, what obstacles did Stephen overcome to become a successful
guide? Describe a time when you had to overcome something diLcult to succeed.
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