
• Essential Question:
–What were the major ideas of 

President Wilson’s Fourteen Points? 



The world was transformed by World War I

22 million soldiers and civilians died; 
20 million were wounded; 10 million were refugees



When World War I ended, U.S. President 
Woodrow Wilson believed that America should 

take a lead in shaping the peace process

Near the end of the war, 
Wilson developed a peace plan

called the Fourteen Points
His peace plan was based on 
eliminating the reasons for 

WWI (militarism, imperialism)
Wilson hoped to avoid all 
future wars by creating an 

international organization to 
discuss and arbitrate problems

Five Minute Activity
Working with a 

partner, examine 
Wilson’s 14 Points:

Using the chart 
in your notes, 

write in your own 
words what each 

section of Wilson’s 
peace plan means

Be prepared to 
share your answers



Wilson’s Fourteen Points contained 3 main themes
Points 1-5 focused 

on creating new 
international rules 

that would eliminate 
future wars

No more secret 
treaties or alliances 

International control 
over colonies to end 

imperialism 

Reduction of militaries
Freedom of the seas 

and free trade 



Wilson’s Fourteen Points contained 3 main themes
Points 6-13 focused on 
dividing weak empires 
like Austria-Hungary 
and Ottoman Empire 

into new nations based 
on self-determination  
Wilson believed that 
new nations should 

have borders drawn with
consideration to ethnic 
and national identities

He wanted new nations 
to be free to choose 

their own governments 
- “Mandate System”



Wilson’s Fourteen Points contained 3 main themes
Point 14 focused on 
creating a League of 
Nations to settle all 
future international 

problems by diplomacy
rather than by war



President Wilson traveled to
the Paris Peace Conference 
in 1919 to help create the 

Treaty of Versailles

Wilson hoped his 
Fourteen Points would 
become the framework 

for the peace treaty
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But, Wilson quickly learned that Allied 
leaders wanted to punish Germany and did not 
share his vision for a “peace without victory”
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During the peace process, 
Wilson had to compromise 
some of his Fourteen Points

On June 28, 1919 the 
delegates agreed to 

the Treaty of Versailles

http://www.history.com/videos/causes-of-world-war-i#treaty-of-versailles-end-world-war-i


Delegates at the Paris Peace Conference 
agreed to create a League of Nations 

The League 
was made up 
of a General 
Assembly of 
27 nations

Member nations
agreed to use 

diplomacy 
(not war) to 

settle conflicts

Member nations 
agreed to work 
together to stop 

future acts of 
aggression 



The Treaty of Versailles severely punished 
Germany for its role in World War I 

Germany 
was forced to 
surrender all 

of its overseas
colonies

Germany’s 
military was 
reduced and 

forbidden from 
building weapons

Germany had 
to sign War-Guilt 
Clause, accepting 
responsibility, and 
pay $33 billion in 
war reparations 



The Treaty of Versailles did not address 
important issues that caused World War I

The treaty did not 
require any of the 
Allied nations to 

demilitarize or give 
up imperial colonies

The treaty 
did not address 
secret alliances 

or guarantee 
free trade

The treaty 
was so severe 

that it kept 
Germany from

rebuilding 



Even though the major Allied and Central Powers 
signed the Treaty of Versailles …



…U.S. President Wilson 
could not sign the treaty 
because the Constitution 

gives the Senate the 
power to approve treaties

A 2/3 vote in the Senate 
was needed to ratify the 

treaty and join the League



Many Senators did not like the treaty because 
signing it meant joining the League of Nations 



The Irreconcilables and Strong Reservationists 
attacked the treaty and the League of Nations

Senators feared the 
League would drag the

US into European 
conflicts

Wilson toured the 
United States to gain 
public support for the 

treaty, but he had a 
stroke during the tour



With Harding’s victory in 
1920, the Senate voted 

against the Treaty of 
Versailles and membership 

in the League of Nations

In 1920, Republican Warren Harding ran for 
president promising a “return to normalcy” 

and rejection of the League of Nations 



The U.S. never joined the League and 
signed its own peace treaty with Germany in 1921

Members of the League of Nations (in black)



During the Red Scare, immigrants were under attack
In 1920, Nicola Sacco and 

Bartolomeo Vanzetti 
were arrested and charged 
with robbery and murder

Sacco and Vanzetti 
were Italian immigrants 

and anarchists
With only circumstantial 

evidence, they were 
found guilty and executed



In response to nativism, Congress passed 
new immigration restrictions in 1921 and 1924

These laws created 
quotas that placed 

a maximum number of
how many immigrants 

could enter the U.S. 
each year



These laws targeted those immigrants who came 
from Southern and Eastern Europe or Asia 



The Red Scare, union strikes, and growth 
of Eugene Deb’s Socialist Party spread fears 

of a Russian-style socialist revolution

A. Mitchell Palmer organized raids of suspected 
Communists; 6000 arrested and 500 deported



Many rural Christians 
rejected ideas that 

contradicted the Bible 
and outlawed the teaching

of evolution in schools  

Teacher John Scopes 
was arrested in 

Dayton, Tennessee 
for teaching evolution 

in his biology class



The Scopes “Monkey Trial” was a national sensation

ACLU attorney Clarence 
Darrow defended Scopes; 

Represented urban America,
science and modernity

William Jennings Bryan 
served as star witness 
for the prosecution; 

Represented 
Fundamentalism and 

rural values



Scopes was found guilty, but evolutionists believed 
they won because Darrow got Bryan to admit that the 
world might not have been made in six 24 hour days 



The United States began 
the 20th century as an 

imperial power and 
reluctantly entered WWI 

to protect free trade
Involvement in the war 

led to changes for women 
and African Americans 
and an economic boom

The United States played a
major role in the peace 

process, but refusal to join
the League weakened the 
ability of world leaders to 

stop World War II



Closure Activity:  Hitler’s Response to the Treaty


