’ Essential Question:

—Why were the Tang & Song
Dynasties considered the
“golden age” of China?
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Post-Classical China

Like the Roman |, ?f?ﬁoﬁ*
Empire, Classical 7 M
China under the ey
| Han Dynasty

{ entered an era of

decline & eventually
e e

Han Dynasty—202 s.c to AD. 220
= Empire replaced rival kingdoms Empire replaced republic

Centralized, bureaucratic government Centralized, bureaucratic government
Built roads and defensive walls Built roads and defensive walls
Conquered many diverse peoples in regions Conguered many diverse peoples in
bordering China regions of three continents
At its height—area of 1.5 million square At its height—area of 3.4 million square
miles and a population of 60 million miles and a population of 55 million
Chinese became common written language Latin did not replace other written
throughout empire languages in empire

I Ongoing conflict with nomads Ongoing conflict with nomads I

| Empire fell apart; restored by Tang Dynasty Empire fell apart; never restored |
in 618




After the Han Dynasty collapsed in 220.A.D.,— & %
No emperor was strong enough to unify China

~ Over the next 350 years, more— \

than 30 local dynasties rose & fell
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Western Goktirks
Eastern Goktiirks

Khitan

Mongol tribes

Tibetan Empire
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In 589, China was unified | ...the restoration of the

again & a strong central examination syst

ocnvarnmaent wac roctared & allnwed intallicent

During the Tang & Song Dynasties, China experi

"

an extended “golden age” & became the richest,
most powerful, & most advanced country in the world




Emperors did their best to
try to protect the routes

anng}__thk Road

Chinese merchants relied
on ocean routes as well to
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Increased trade led to the spread Qf %@%
of Chinese culture (centralized gov’t, k“x il
Confucianism, & writing) W ouit

to Korea, Japan, & Southeast Asia ﬁ-f{w{ of

trade wrth Indla & Arabia
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Silk Road and Other Trade Routes
400-1500

= Silk Road Other trade route
Sources of Trade and Cultural Exchange
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For the 15t time in China’

history, emperors
encouraged foreign trade
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Increased trade helped
spread Buddhism
throughout China
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The Gupta were Hindus, but they also tolerated the spread
of Buddhism. Indian traders introduced Buddhism to
faraway places.



Chinese Innovations

mThe Tang & Song dynasties were eras of
major technological advancement:

—The technologies helped make China the
most advanced country in the world

—Much of China’s technology spread to
other people across trade routes

Class Activity:
Working with a partner,

each of the following
Chinese innovations are
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4. Printing
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Chin
(Music)

£

Great Wall

(Rebuilding of the Great Wall)

Z Ak,

fie 5
Flying Money
(Paper Money)

Relay Hostel
(Roads and Relay Hostels)

b

6. Chinese iing Wheel

(Smallpox Inoculaiign)

(Spinning Wheel)
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Porcelain
(Porcelain)

Ships
(Ships)
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Canal
(Waterways)
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The End of the Golden Age

m Despite the wealth & culture during under
the Tang & Song Dynasties, the Chinese
were briefly overthrown by the Mongols
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In 1368, the Chinese overthre
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400s Mass migration
repopulates the Narth,

@ 1368-1450 Ming dynasty
 encourages foreign trade.

first European
settlement

Ming China and Trade

1368-1644
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Ming Empire, 1600

Trade center
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Major export
Great Wall
Culture region

China's boundary today



...and began a series of

Heto
periority

explorations led by Zheng

///z,?ﬁé_ (e
| ,%___E__

/fﬁ#ﬂ#:ﬁ- :

= u........___.“ ___,

L

-Il-l-ﬂ

e O o, S L i
- .

LR I r.“_.

o |

..- __-__.a_..#._..rﬂ-..'..ﬂ..ﬂ._.l.ﬂi.._.. 5% W .l.|ﬂ..u.._.._rdJ
VELL s

.__“féﬁzéﬁ _

L0, ....___.________..._1r ....__._..._.

o -

...Jﬁ.._..i.___"_..:_._iJE____—:_- ..H.., ?_ | &

._........-_.r.

///%,é_




any Europea

Zheng He had better ships & traveled fa
n explorers would for 100 years

Zheng He led 7 di

erent EXDEdItIOnS ,_

Indian Ocean &

& collected tribute from foreigners
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Chinese Isolation
m After the 7" treasure fleet voyage in 1433,

Chinese leaders unexpectedly ended the

expeditions & retreated into isolationism

—Scholar-officials complained that Zheng
He’s voyages used valuable resources that
were needed to defend China

—China’s official trade policy was to keep
the influence of outsiders to a minimum

—China’s geography & gov’t policies kept
it relatively isolated for the next 300 years
until European merchants in the 1800s
demanded access to Chinese trade



