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from Beowulf
translated by Burton Raffel

Directions: As you read your assigned sections with your group members, answer the questions completely and 
thoroughly.

Section 1-“The Monster Grendel”

1. Why is the monster “growling in pain” and “impatient”?

2. What imagery associated with Grendel foreshadows his evil nature? 

3. What is being alluded to in lines 6-13? 

4. Explain lines 19-23.

Section 2

5. Why do none of Hrothgar’s men challenge Grendel? 

6. What evidence is there that Grendel symbolizes evil and that the conflict is not only between men but also 
between good and evil? 

7. What is the implication of the fact that God prevents Grendel from touching Hrothgar’s throne?

8. What is the main idea of Section 2?

Section 3

9. Describe Beowulf’s character based on your interpretation of Section 3.

10. How do the “wise ones” view Beowulf?

Section 4-“The Arrival of the Hero”

11. Does Beowulf’s boasting show him to be offensively arrogant in lines 142-144?

12. In what situations today might such boasting be expected? (Lines 150-160)

13. Why do you think Beowulf intends to fight Grendel without a sword?

14. What is the purpose of Section 4?

Section 5

15. Why might Hrothgar find it necessary to remind Beowulf of the time he helped Beowulf of the time he helped 
Beowulf ‘s father?

16. What does Hrothgar’s speech tell us about him in lines 207-212?

Section 6-‘Unferth’s Challenge”

17. What is Unferth’s motive for challenging Beowulf?

18. What is the purpose of Section 6?



19. What examples of alliteration do you see in lines 272-273 and lines 288-290 for example?

Section 7

20. Explain the metaphor in lines 293-297.

21. What does Beowulf believe about fate? (Lines 305-306)

22. In literature a foil is a character who contrasts with another. How does Unferth serve as a foil to Beowulf?

23. Welthow exhibits the qualities of Anglo-Saxon women of the time, as they are described as beloved, generous, 
gracious, and cheerful. How does Welthow fit the description in Women in Anglo-Saxon Culture on page 10?

24. How is the coming of night personified as the sun sets in lines 379-380?

25. What is the purpose of Hrothgar’s promise to Beowulf?

Section 8-“The Battle with Grendel”

26. Why do you think Beowulf allows Grendel to slaughter one of the Geats before taking action himself?

27. What kennings associate Grendel with evil?

28. What specific verbs are used to create a tone of fierceness in Beowulf’s confrontation with Grendel?

29. Describe the battle between Beowulf and Grendel starting from line 450.

Section 9

30. How do the actions of Beowulf’s men uphold the Anglo-Saxon code of honor.

31. What did Grendel do to the men’s swords in order to prevent them from hurting him?

32. Why do you think Beowulf hangs Grendel’s arm from the rafters of Herot?

Section 10

33. Give three specific examples of how the people felt about the end result of the battle.

Section 11

34. What imagery in the description of Grendel’s lair associates Grendel with death and darkness?

Section 12-“The Monster’s Mother”

35. When Beowulf fights with Grendel’s mother, what characteristics help him remain unbeaten?

36. What saves Beowulf from being killed by Grendel’s mother?

37. Do you feel sympathy for Grendel’s mother? Explain.

Section 13

38. Why does Beowulf not rest on his laurels at this point instead of fighting, as an aged king, a battle whose odds 
are against him?

Section 14-“The Final Battle”

39. Describe Beowulf as he sets out for this final encounter.



40. What do you think Beowulf’s motivation is in going after the dragon’s treasure hoard?

41. Do you think Beowulf accepts with valor his wyrd, the inescapable destiny all people in this world must accept?

42. What do you think of Beowulf’s men failing to come to his aid in lines 746-749?

43. Why do you think Beowulf’s men desert him now when earlier they came to his aid in his fight against Grendel?

Section 15

44. Why does Wiglaf step up to the challenge of coming to the aid of Beowulf?

45. What words do you think Beowulf might have had for his followers who abandoned him during his fight with 
the dragon?

Section 16

46. What is Beowulf’s final request?

47. Do you think that the Beowulf poet successfully portrays Beowulf as a hero even in the fight with the dragon?

Section 17

48. What attitude toward heroes is shown by the Geats?



English Dept.
Honors IV

from Beowulf

Directions: Read Beowulf in class with your groups. Complete the task below.

Step 1: After being assigned group partners, read your assigned sections together as a group or silently. It is your 
group’s choice.

Step 2: Answer the questions as you read or after you have read for your sections only.

Step 3: Let’s Get to Work! You will be given chart paper for this assignment.

 Summarize each section.
 Make a list of all characters in your sections.
 Did he or she add conflict to your sections? Resolution? Advance the plot? Reveal vital information? 

Historical aspect?
 Make a list of key vocabulary or any vocabulary terms you or your group members may have had an issue 

with.
 Tell what happened in your sections through the use of illustrations.
 After this is complete each group will report out to the class. You must be very thorough in your 

presentations. Your classmates will get the answers to all of the questions based on your presentation of 
your sections. Everyone must participate in the presentation.
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