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More than half of all 
students attending 

college in the United 
States receive some 
form of financial aid.



FEDERAL STUDENT AID

Completing the 
FAFSA is the first 
step in securing 
federal aid for 
college, career 
school, or graduate 
school.

studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa.ed.gov
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What is Financial Aid?

 Monies received from Four Sources: Federal, State, 
Institutional or Private 

 Monies are also categorized as:

 Gift aid 

 Self-help

 Need-based

 Merit-based

 Can cover direct or indirect costs
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Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA)

 Federal government is largest source of student aid; 
FAFSA distributed and processed by the U.S. Department 
of Education

 Manual or electronic options

 2023-24 FAFSA opens October 1

 IRS Data Retrieval Tool  opens October 1 and will allow 
students to import PRIOR PRIOR (2021) year tax data 

 Must be completed ANNUALLY (per academic year) to 
be evaluated for financial aid 
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www.fafsa.gov

http://www.fafsa.gov/


       

       

FAFSA.GOV
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Help



HOW MUCH WILL COLLEGE COST?

A student’s financial need is calculated as 
the difference between the cost of 
attending the school, the Cost of 
Attendance (COA) minus any expected 
financial assistance, such as gifts or outside 
scholarships, and the amount the student 
and their family is expected to pay, the 
Expected Family Contribution (EFC)

COA – EFC = Student Financial Need



       

       

College Costs 

 COA=Cost of Attendance varies from:
 Institution to institution

 In State vs. out of state 

 On campus vs. off campus 

 COA= Direct Costs + Indirect Costs 

 Net Price Calculator

 Requirement for every institution  
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College Costs 

 Public 2-year college (tuition and fees, in-state) - $3,770

 Public 4-year college (tuition and fees, in-state) - $10,560

 Public 4-year college (tuition and fees, out of state) - $27,020

 Private 4-year college (tuition and fees) - $37,650
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Source: The College Board



       

       

Who can get federal student aid?

 U.S. citizen/national or eligible noncitizen
 High school diploma or equivalent
 Eligible degree/certificate program in college/career school
 Student has valid Social Security number
 Males registered for Selective Service
 Satisfactory academic progress in college/career school

Info about eligibility: StudentAid.gov/eligibility

NOT Just for Free & Reduced lunch students. Everyone needs to apply. 

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/eligibility


       

       

How do I apply for federal student aid?

1. Create a username and password called the 
FSA ID. 
• Learn about the FSA ID and find the link to create one

at StudentAid.gov/fsaid.
• You and your parent must each create your own FSA 

ID; you can’t share one.
• If you provide an email address when creating your 

FSA ID, it must be a unique email address (can’t 
provide same email address for more than one 
person’s FSA ID).

• Don’t tell anyone your FSA ID!

studentaid.gov/fsaid


       

       

How do I apply for federal student aid?

2. Gather the documents you need to apply. 
• Find checklist of what’s needed on infographic called 

“The FAFSA Process” at 
StudentAid.gov/resources#fafsa-process-graphic 

• You will be using 2021 taxes and financial information.

https://studentaid.ed.gov/resources#fafsa-process-graphic


       

       

How do I apply for federal student aid?

3. Apply at fafsa.gov. https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-
for-aid/fafsa

• Apply on or after October 1 but as early as possible to 
meet all deadlines.  OPEN now, START NOW!
State deadlines are at fafsa.gov.
School deadlines are listed on schools’ websites.

• Use your (student’s) FSA ID to start the application; saves 
time and confusion.

• Make sure you add ALL schools(college/technical) your 
student is interested in. 

http://www.fafsa.gov/
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
http://www.fafsa.gov/


       

       

How do I apply for federal student aid?

4. Watch for response by email or by mail, confirming that 
your FAFSA form was processed.  You should receive a
Student Aid Report (SAR) which will give your 
Estimated Family Contribution (EFC) and the maximum 
Federal Aid you qualify for.
• Double-check that your info is correct by logging on at

the FAFSA site and reviewing your data.
• Correct any mistakes and submit the corrected info.
• Don’t update info that was correct on the day you 

signed your FAFSA form.



       

       

Student Dependent or Independent? 

 At any time on or after July 1, 2022, did the director of an emergency shelter 
or transitional housing program funded by the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development determine that you were an unaccompanied youth 
who was homeless or were self-supporting and at risk of being homeless?

 At any time on or after July 1, 2022, did the director of a runaway or 
homeless youth basic center or transitional living program determine that 
you were an unaccompanied youth who was homeless or were self-supporting 
and at risk of being homeless?
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Student Dependent or Independent? 

If the student can answer “yes” to any of these questions, then they are 
considered independent and do not need parents’ financial information for 
FAFSA:

 As of today are you married?

 Are you currently serving on active duty in the U.S. Armed Forces for 
purposes other than training?

 Do you now have, or will you have, children who will receive more than 
half of their support from you during 2021 tax year? 

 Do you have dependents other than your children or spouse who live with 
you and who receive more than half of their support from you, now and 
through June 30, 2022?

 At any time since you turned age 13, were both your parents deceased, 
were you in foster care, a dependent, or ward of the court?

 As determined by a court in your state of legal residence, are you or were
you, an emancipated minor?
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Student Dependent or Independent? 

 Does someone other than your parent or stepparent have legal 
guardianship of you, as determined by a court, in your state of legal 
residence?

 At any time on or after July 1, 2022, did your high school or school 
district homeless liaison determine that you were an unaccompanied 
youth who was homeless or were self-supporting and at risk of being 
homeless?

 At any time on or after July 1, 2022, did the director of an emergency 
shelter or transitional housing program, funded by the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development, determine that you were an 
unaccompanied youth who was homeless or were self-supporting and at 
risk of being homeless?

 At any time on or after July 1, 2022, did the director of a runaway or 
homeless youth basic center or transitional living program determine 
that you were an unaccompanied youth who was homeless or were self-
supporting and at risk of being homeless? 18



       

       

Where can I get more info?

StudentAid.gov
Info about aid programs

Links to free scholarship and college searches

1-800-4-FED-AID or studentaid@ed.gov 
Info about aid programs

Help with FAFSA form

Toll free # 1-800-730-8913

http://studentaid.ed.gov/
mailto:studentaid@ed.gov


       

       

Who is a Parent?

 A legal parent includes a biological or adoptive parent, or a person that the 
state has determined to be your parent (for example, when a state allows 
another person’s name to be listed as a parent on a birth certificate). 

 Grandparents, foster parents, legal guardians, older brothers or sisters, 
widowed stepparents, and aunts and uncles are not considered parents unless
they have legally adopted you.
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Student Aid Report (SAR)

 Provides basic information about federal student aid 
eligibility

 Received (after you submit the FAFSA) via email within 3-5 
days if you provided an email address

 Received via mail within 7-10 days if you did not provide an 
email address 

 Correct errors, if needed

 Will contain an expected family contribution (EFC) 

 Assists institutions in the financial aid award packaging process

 COA-EFC=Financial need 
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Cost of attendance less expected family contribution = financial need



       

       

Additional Information

 Contact institution to determine award disbursement 
process

 Contact institution for special circumstances or 
professional judgment needs

 Contact institution to determine what other types of aid
applications are available

 Use student loans as a LAST RESORT
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Additional Information
 Verification Process

 Financial Aid Award Notification

 Communication with the Post Secondary Institution 

 Formula:  COA-EFC = Financial Need 

 Scholarships/Grants (Institutional/Federal/State)
 Florida Prepaid-529 Plans (Check with your Institution)
 Federal Loans: Student/Parent

 Subsidized (USDOE pays interest – in school)

 Unsubsidized (Student responsible interest)

 Subsidized/Unsubsidized (Principal + interest begins 
after graduation or not enrolled for 6 months)

 Private Loans
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www.FloridaStudentFinancialaid.org 

 



       

       

Florida Bright Futures Program 

Florida Bright Futures Scholarship (BF) MUST 
earn 100/75 Volunteer hours OR Paid Work 
hours for 100%/75% of State school tuition costs

ACT score 29 composite for 100% or 25 
composite for 75%

SAT needs a 1330 for 100% or 1210 for 75%
Student Handbook
Chart of Eligibility and Award Criteria 

http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/SSFAD/PDF/BFHandbookChapter1.pdf
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/SSFAD/PDF/BFEligibilityAwardChart.pdf


       

       

Bright Futures 2022-2023 Criteria



       

       

Volunteer Hours/Paid 
Work Hours for 
Bright Futures

 Not needed for graduation

 Needed for Bright Futures

 Forms turned into your counselor

 Goal should be to complete 100 hours

 Paystub needed for work hours

 Two forms required for volunteer activities:

1. Service Plan

2. Service Log 

 Signed letter on the organization’s letterhead 
required  for any activities outside of the school 
describing type of service, who in the community
the service benefited and a description of the 
service event.



Community Service Forms 
Pick up in School Counseling Office



       

       

Other Florida Grants  

 First Generation Matching Grant (FGMG)

 Florida Farmworker Student Scholarship 
(FFSS)

 José Martí Scholarship Challenge (JM)

 Mary McLeod Bethune (MMB)

 Minority Teacher Education Program 
Scholarship (MTES)

 Rosewood Family Scholarship (RFS)

 Scholarships for Children and Spouses of 
Deceased or Disabled Veterans (CSDDV) 



 FINANCIAL AID PROFILE

The PROFILE is a tool 
created by the College 
Board that allows students 
to complete one form and 
apply online for non-federal
financial aid from almost 
400 colleges, universities, 
professional schools, and 
scholarship programs.

https://student.collegeboard.org/css-financial-aid-profile



       

       

https://opportunity.collegeboard.org/



BE SMART ABOUT SCHOLARSHIPS

Thousands of scholarships exist. 
Some colleges automatically 
consider all applicants for 
scholarships. Other scholarships 
from colleges, universities, and 
private sources require special 
applications and additional work 
and motivation to make it happen.
Never pay money to apply 
to an outside scholarship.
Resource: Goingmerry.com



       

       

GoingMerry.com ( One stop shop for scholarships )



       

       

Fastweb 

 1.5 million scholarships worth 3.4 billion 
dollars

Targeted search

 Other resources

College search

Career planning 

And more! 

www.fastweb.com 

http://www.fastweb.com/


Check out SAHS  Scholarships page. 

 



       

       

Review: Action Items

 Federal – Financial Aid (FAFSA)  www.FAFSA.org
 October 1, 2022 is FAFSA application opening date

 Create FSA ID and passwords now  

 State – Financial Aid (FFAA)  www.FloridaStudentFinancialAid.org
 October 1, 2022 as application opening date 

 Ensure you are meeting requirements:

 Bright Futures 

 Graduation 

Private and Local scholarships – apply, apply, apply!
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http://www.fafsa.org/
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/


       

       

Office of Student Financial 
Assistance (OSFA) Contacts

 Email: 

osfa@fldoe.org

 Telephone: 

1-888-827-2004

 OSFA Director Outreach Services: 

 Pete Hernandez  | 850.245.1821 | Pedro.Hernandez@fldoe.org
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QUESTIONS?




