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State FSA Description

April 2020:

• 120 minute paper/pencil text based
essay writing performance 
assessment.

• Calculated into the ELA FSA score.
• Results typically come in over the 

summer.
•  Accommodations from students’   

IEPs  or 504s are provided.



Explanation
Informational

• Drawing relationships 
between between a 
topic or topics

KEY WORDS IN PROMPT:
• Why=Your reasons why 

something is happening 
• What=Things that are 

being utilized to do 
something  

• How=Ways in which a 
problem is being solved or
the way something 
happens

 

              OPINION
• Text will present 

opposing view points
• Students will choose a 

view point and defend 
using text based 
evidence

• The student must 
choose a viewpoint 
based on the amount of
evidence provided in 
the text, they may not 
personally agree.



The Process
1.Read and analyze the task (CUB)
2. Student restates the prompt as a question
3.Read the text- get the gist

○ Chunk the text
○ Find points

4. Complete the plan sheet (PEEL chart) using 
information gained from the text.

1.Write your essay
2.Revise & Edit



Step 1: Read and analyze the task
(CUB)

C- Circle the writing mode
U- Underline the writing Task
B- Box the writing topic



Rewriting the prompt as a 
question

Turn the writing task into a question:  How do wild 
animals effect humans when they live in the same area?

• How = Ways in which a problem is being solved or the
way something happens

Write an informative essay about the effects wild 
animals and humans have on each other when they
live in the same area. Use information from the 
passages in your essay.



Step 2: 
First read, 
get the gist



Step 2: 
First read, 
get the gist



Step 2: First read, get the gist



Step 2: 
First read, 
get the gist



Introductory Paragraph

Animals and humans have learned to co-exist
in our environment.  In the articles, the 
authors explain how animals have an effect 
on humans. The effects wild animals have on 
humans include animals delivering messages 
and causing power outages. 

Purple-Universal Statement
Blue- summary sentence
Red- controlling idea



Planning Sheet



Elaboration 
Bookmarks!



Write your essay/revise



 Scoring



 Scoring



Extra Resources

www.fsassessments.org/resources/

Thank you for joining us

http://www.fsassessments.org/resources/

