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Delaware System of Student Assessments (DeSSA)

Subjects

Smarter

SAT

DeSSA-
Alternate

DeSSA

English Language Arts 3to8
(ELA) & Mathematics

Evidence Based Reading High School
and Writing (ERW),
Mathematics & Essay

ELA, Mathematics & 3to8and 10
Science (in applicable

grades)

Science 5, 8 and Biology

Social Studies 4. 7 and 11




Delaware assessments focus on real-world

skills connected to classroom instruction

 Delaware assessments reflect what students are
learning and practicing in the classroom on a daily
basis

 Aligned to the Delaware Common Core Standards

« Continue to be one measure of student progress

e Scores used in combination with district-level
assessments, report cards, teacher feedback,

classroom work and more to provide a holistic view of
student achievement across grades




Smarter 2015-2019
ELA and Math

Smarter ELA : Grades 3 - 8
Smarter Math: Grades 3 - 8
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ELA Grades 3-8
2015-2019
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Smarter ELA

Proficiency by Grades, 2015 - 2019

Smarter ELA Percent Proficient, Grades 3 to 5, 2015 - 2019
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Smarter ELA

Proficiency by Grades, 2015 - 2019

Smarter ELA Percent Proficient, Grades 6 to 8, 2015 - 2019
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Smarter ELA

Proficiency by Districts, 2015 - 2019

District ELA Percent Proficient, Grades 3 to 8, 2015 - 2019
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Smarter ELA

Proficiency by Districts, 2015 - 2019

District ELA Percent Proficient, Grades 3 to 8, 2015 - 2019
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Smarter ELA

Proficiency by Charters, 2015 - 2019

Charters ELA Percent Proficient, Grades 3 to 8, 2015 - 2019
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Smarter ELA

Proficiency by Charters, 2015 - 2019

Charters ELA Percent Proficient, Grades 3 to 8, 2015 - 2019 1
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NOTE: Numbers rounded to nearest whole number. 11
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Smarter ELA Subgroups
All Grades Combined
2015 - 2019
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Smarter ELA Proficiency

Subgroups, 2015 - 2019

Smarter ELA, Subgroups by All Grades Combined, 2015 - 2019

100
+1 2019 State ELA
80 Percent Proficient 53% 3
+
-1
60 +1
1 +3
10 82 81
67(67|68|67
55|54 54|53 5719815655
0

African American All Students Asian American Hispanic Multiracial White

W 2015 W 2016 W 2017 W 2018 W 2019
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Smarter ELA Proficiency

Subgroups, 2015 - 2019

Smarter ELA, Subgroups by All Grades Combined, 2015 - 2019
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NOTE: Numbers rounded to nearest whole number. 14



ELA Continuous Subgroup Growth
2015-2019
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Allen Frear ES - ELA

Allen Frear ES (Caesar Rodney) - ELA Percent
Proficient 2015 - 2019
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Etta Wilson ES - ELA

Etta Wilson (Christina) - ELA Percent Proficient, 2015 - 2019
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Frederick Douglass ES - ELA

Fred Douglass ES (Seaford) - ELA Percent Proficient, 2015 - 2019
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Georgetown MS - ELA

Georgetown MS (Indian River) - ELA Percent Proficient, 2015 - 2019

100
80
2019 State ELA
60 Percent Proficient 53%
40
55 fll 58 ff 58 £ 58 Jf 60
47
20
0
All Students AA Students Low Income Hispanic Students
Students

W 2015 W 2016 m2017 W 2018 m 2019

19



2015-2018 Math Grades 3-8
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Smarter Math

Proficiency by Grades, 2015 - 2019

Smarter Math Percent Proficient, Grades 3 to 5, 2015 - 2019
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Smarter Math

Proficiency by Grades, 2015 - 2019

Smarter Math Percent Proficient, Grades 6 to 8, 2015 - 2019
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Smarter Math

ZAONRS

Proficiency by Districts, 2015 -

District Math Percent Proficient, Grades 3 to 8, 2015 - 2019
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Smarter Math

Proficiency by Districts, 2015 - 2019

District Math Percent Proficient, Grades 3 to 8, 2015 - 2019

100

80

60 +10 +6 +6

+6 2019 State Math

Percent Proficient 44%
= sl __.

40

20

Indian River Lake Forest Laurel Milford Red Clay Seaford Smyrna Woodbridge

M 2015 N 2016 N 2017 2018 2019
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Smarter Math

Proficiency by Charters, 2015 - 2019

Charters Math Percent Proficient, Grades 3 to 8, 2015 - 2019
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Smarter Math

Proficiency by Charters, 2015 - 2019

Charters Math Percent Proficient, Grades 3 to 8, 2015 - 2019
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Data redacted to protect student privacy.
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Smarter Math Subgroups
All Grades Combined
2015 - 2019
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Smarter Math Proficiency

Subgroups, 2015 - 2019

Smarter Math, Subgroups by All Grades Combined, 2015 - 2019
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Smarter Math Proficiency

Subgroups, 2015 - 2019

Smarter Math, Subgroups by All Grades Combined, 2015 - 2019
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Math Continuous Subgroup Growth
2015-2019
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Allen Frear ES - Math

Allen Frear ES (Caesar Rodney) - Math Percent
Proficient 2015 - 2019
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Etta Wilson ES - Math

Etta Wilson (Christina) - Math Percent Proficient, 2015 - 2019
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Frederick Douglass - Math

Fred Douglass ES (Seaford) - Math Percent Proficient, 2015 - 2019
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Georgetown MS - Math

Georgetown MS (Indian River) - Math Percent Proficient, 2015 - 2019
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School Success: Etta Wilson ES,

Christina School District

At Wilson, we strive to create a culture in which every student can be successful. The culture at
Wilson is one of collaboration, team work and high expectations for every student. The
majority of the teachers at Wilson assume leadership roles and take part in decision making. They
provide standards based instruction using techniques that are proven through research to get
results. For example, last year we focused on building relationships with students, providing
and communicating learning goals, and student engagement (Marzano). In addition, we engaged
in year-long professional development after school on building background knowledge and
vocabulary in all content areas for EL students. As a result, we learned a series of high impact
strategies that help not only our EL population but also all students develop their vocabulary
through discourse.

Wilson has a strong PBS program and a school-wide social skills program that is used k-5. This
is another “subject” that gets great emphasis as Wilson. Students come from a variety of
experiences and traumas in their lives and we need to help them learn ways to cope with the
stresses in their lives. We do this through these SEL programs and practices. This SEL
curriculum is just as important as the academic curriculum. Data driven PLCs occur weekly and
include instructional planning and sharing of best practices. Frequent, ongoing
communication with our families is essential as parents are our partners in their child’s
education.

Principal Natalie Birch, Christina SD, Etta Wilson ES
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School Success: Frederick Douglass ES,

Seaford School District

“l am very proud of the transformation that has occurred at Frederick Douglass
Elementary School over the last 4 years. Our staff and students have worked
tirelessly to achieve these results. Everything that we do at Fred is all about
the students. | feel our improvement is because of our collective belief in our
students and our staff. When you believe in someone and you hold them
accountable, great things can and will happen. We teach using the district
curriculum and content standards as our core. We strategically use staff to
maximize our student needs. We take an all-hands on deck approach when
creating staff schedules. As a staff we are constantly looking at data and
making decisions based on what the data says whether it's common
assessment data; interim Smarter data; discipline data or attendance

data. Through PLC, faculty meetings and professional development days we
have fostered a sharing and learning community for not only our students
but our staff. Frederick Douglass is a great place to be but we’re not finished

yet. 7

Principal Carol Leveillee, Seaford SD, Fred Douglass ES
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School Success: Allen Frear ES,

Caesar Rodney School District

“We developed a professional development plan in an effort to foster a
common language and techniques that fine-tune our craft as Classroom
Champions. At Allen Frear- We are champions of learning, champions of
teaching, and champions in support of one another to ensure success for
all- academically, socially, and emotionally. We have set up a cycle that
includes gathering data on student mastery, acting on data, and planning
for success with strategic techniques in mind -- Close reading strategies,
Performance Task Writing and Implementation, Specialized training (special
education and ELL) attended by teacher leaders and shared with

staff, Vertical articulation amongst grade level teams- reviewing standards
and curriculum. We also utilized standardized assessments as formative
assessment checks (IABs, STAR/iReady) and discussed the outcomes in our
SSB meetings with teachers and support staff. We used this to modify our
Instructional practices as needed.”

Principal Julie Lavender, Caesar Rodney SD, Allen Frear ES

37



8 /Al

I “

|

ST

pAa Delaware




SAT State Proficiency 2017-2019

Statewide SAT Proficiency

2017| 2018 2019 2017 2018 | 2019 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019

Statewide 53% 50% 48% 29% 28% 28% 53% 44% 42%

*NOTE: Scores include all high school students taking the SAT; this includes 9" and 10t grade
repeaters who took the SAT in grade 12.

39



SAT ERW

Proficiency by Schools, 2017 - 2019

SAT ERW, 2017 - 2019
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SAT ERW

Proficiency by Schools, 2017 - 2019

SAT ERW, 2017 - 2019
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SAT ERW

Proficiency by Schools, 2017 - 2019

SAT ERW, 2017 - 2019
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SAT ERW

Proficiency by Schools, 2017 - 2019

SAT ERW, 2017 - 2019
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SAT ERW

Proficiency by Schools, 2017 - 2019

SAT ERW, 2017 - 2019
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SAT ERW

Proficiency by Schools, 2017 - 2019

SAT ERW, 2017 - 2019
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SAT ERW

Proficiency by Charters, 2017 - 2019

SAT ERW, 2017 - 2019
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SAT Math

Proficiency by Schools, 2017 - 2019

SAT Math, 2017 - 2019
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SAT Math

Proficiency by Schools, 2017 - 2019

SAT Math, 2017 - 2019
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SAT Math

Proficiency by Schools, 2017 - 2019

SAT Math, 2017 - 2019
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SAT Math

Proficiency by Schools, 2017 - 2019

SAT Math, 2017 - 2019
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SAT Math

Proficiency by Schools, 2017 - 2019

SAT Math, 2017 - 2019
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SAT Math

Proficiency by Schools, 2017 - 2019

SAT Math, 2017 - 2019
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SAT Math

Proficiency by Charters, 2017 - 2019

SAT Math, 2017 - 2019
Charter High Schools
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SAT Essay

Proficiency by Schools, 2017 - 2019

SAT Essay, 2017 - 2019
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SAT Essay

Proficiency by Schools, 2017 - 2019

SAT Essay, 2017 - 2019
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SAT Essay

Proficiency by Schools, 2017 - 2019

SAT Essay, 2017 - 2019
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SAT Essay

Proficiency by Schools, 2017 - 2019

SAT Essay, 2017 - 2019
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SAT Essay

Proficiency by Schools, 2017 - 2019

SAT Essay, 2017 - 2019
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SAT Essay

Proficiency by Schools, 2017 - 2019

SAT Essay, 2017 - 2019
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SAT Essay

Proficiency by Charters, 2017 - 2019

SAT Essay, 2017 - 2019
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DeSSA-Alternate Assessment
2018-2019

ELA, Mathematics & Science
Grades 3to 8 and 10
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DeSSA-Alternate Assessment

ELA Proficiency 2018 and 2019

DeSSA-AIlt ELA - Percent Proficient, 2018 and 2019
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DeSSA-Alternate Assessment

Math Proficiency 2018 and 2019

DeSSA-Alt Math - Percent Proficient, 2018 and 2019
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DeSSA-Alternate Assessment

Science Proficiency 2018 and 2019
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Moving Forward

** We have many schools showing improvements
with much to celebrate. Lessons we can learn
from our schools with continuous, considerable
growth:

— It's all about the students — every student can be
successful.

— Collaboration and team work — all students belong to
everyone.

— Professional learning plans grounded in data from
common assessments.

— High impact strategies that are re-evaluated, based
on data, and applied to curriculum and instruction.

— Whole child approach and building relationships.




State Support

We must focus our time and resources on
promoting early diagnosis and intervention,
using a range of assessments throughout the
year and training educators on how to use the
data avalilable to them to effect change In
curriculum and instruction. We also must
provide technical assistance and other support
to our schools and districts as they select local
curricula so all children have access to high
guality materials and assessments.

-Dr. Susan Bunting, Secretary of Education
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Family Guides provide families with resources for better

understanding of what students should learn each year

English language Arts/Literacy

+ Parent Guides provide more

» Reading closely to identify main ideas and supporting details in a story i nfo rm ati 0 n 0 n Wh at a Stu d e nt S h 0 u Id

*  Describing the logical connection between certain sentences and paragraphs in stories (Example: First,

second, third; cause and effect) have Iearned IaSt year and What

+  Comparing the most important points and key details presented in two books on the same topic

= Writing opinions or explanations that group related information and develop topics with facts and details Stu d e ntS S h 0 u | d be ab I e to d O th is year

= Writing stories that establish a situation and include details and clear sequences of events that describe

the actions, thoughts, and feelings of characters

. Independently conducting short research projects that build knowledge about various 1

How You Can Help Your Child At Home

classroom discussions; Offering appropriate elaboration and detail that build on what o Mathematics

« Based on the Del
* Reading stories and poems aloud fluently without pausing to figure out what each word ase O n e e aware

»  Distinguishing the literal and nonliteral meanings of words, such as something’s fishy 3
st standards
»  Spelling correctly and consulting dictionaries to clarify meanings of words

Reinforce maihematics Ly sharing your thinking &5 you wark thwough real prodkents,
t tabas soma tima and sfiod ta find 3 saiuton

- Asking and answering questions about information heard from a speaker or while parti

= Use everyday sihilies such as coohing and measuring to show your chid how 1D use

What Your Child Will Learn in Grade 4 frackons.

Talk

. v ves. Decide whith i@ Tne

of tashs i arder {0 be dane

+  Describing the basic elements of stories — such as characters, events, and seftings —
specific details in the text

»  Paying close aftention to key features of informational books and arficles: Understandi " hm“::'f‘:ﬁ" ce mmn;:mmmmm:mw 4 S h OWS h OW p are nts Can

supporting ideas; being able to compare and contrast information; and explaining how «  Play mam games with your caid and ask far expianations. of ks Or Ner sirmtegis and
facts, details, and evidence to support particular points BOElGA,

»  Comparing ideas, characters, events, and settings in stories and myths from different

. . y
_ support their children’s
= Writing summaries or opinions about topics supported with a set of well-organized fact: - B H

erampls " S Sk S learning at home

» Independently conducting short research projects on different aspects of a topic using
books and the Internet

+  Imvowve pour child in shooping actisbes Trohing monsy o 3 Sucget

Comminicating atillty to
Q Reasaning conclusions

cmmmnnzzin | e Arrives with the Family
e — Score Reports

sion, and AvIEEn

=  Paraphrasing and responding to information presented in discussions, such as compa
contrasting ideas and analyzing evidence that speakers use to support certain points B

»  Reporting orally on a topic or telling a story with enough facts and details
s Flaygames
* Writing complete sentences with correct capitalization and spelling -'Mjm'ui\-s

+  Relating words that are common in reading to words with similar meanings (synonyms|
opposites (antonyms)

S|Parent Gu

https://www.doe.k12.de.us/Page/3815
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The Family Score Report provides meaningful

Information on student understanding of the standards

Family score report helps parents and students
better understand how well students are learning
the Delaware standards

Will be mailed to families this month

Includes detailed
information about how
students scored on
different parts of
ELA/Literacy and
Mathematics

Shows how students are
progressing through the
standards and across
grades

—

Level 2
2445

How does this compare?
Jare's ELAliberacy score 18 2445,
Jane nearly meets (re ELARwacy
stangard fof third Jradans.

Stahe A‘Jeaga ﬁ?t
District Avarzge 2588
School Average 2470

310

2830

2660

ZEII il g

Reading

Baow Stancare | AUNeas Standard
Writing

Balow Stincare | ANeas Standard v Standsed

Listening

Beow Stancare | Alleds Standind

Research/Inquiry

How did Jane do on the English language arts/literacy assessment?

Lovel 2 - meers: The student fas nearty met the

1 achiow mmﬁﬁmdmmq uirs furthar dovelopment lo

and ekils of clarels In English

Lagend This chart reports your shudenfs
[ Lowi parbmanca for sach sthoal year
=X he shaded amas in miltga colors
Lewld Indicate the scale rame in each
[ Lz achevement level. Each mark on the
il pragh reprasents your Sudent's soom
B Lowit and indscaties whedhar they mat the
standanis thal year.
bbbbb Scom

#0ge Of ncssasingly compes

purposss and sdences

| Sucent @0 amplay efzchye Bstenng skis o & @
e

cant 2a diffculty resdisg o csel;an analycallyt oncruneer:a
Il i

{ Student = produre efectve and welk-groundad wriing for a range of

nge o purpases and

fopics, aad 2 arafyze, niegralz, and presant infomation

| Sudent ny be able tpangage inreseant and Bqury b imesigee

2019 Family Score Report
https://www.doe.k12.de.us/Page/3815
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Additional Resources

, Leldwdre
gé Jepartment * Ed on

o https://Iwww.doe.k12.de.us/Paqge/3815

o Smarter Analytics
Includes an overview of using Smarter Analytics to guide instruction, webinars, and claim and
target crosswalks for grades K-8.

o Smarter Balanced Test Blueprints
Ssummative test blueprints that reflect refinements and revisions after the analysis of the Pilot
and Field Tests. Describe the content of the ELA/Literacy and Mathematics Summative
Assessments in grades 3-8, and how that content will be assessed to reflect the depth and
breadth of the performance expectations for the CCSS. Provide information about the number of
items, score points, and depth of knowledge for items associated with each assessment target.
Also continue to guide the development of items and performance tasks, score reporting, and
ongoing research.

o Parent Reports
Provides Family and Educator Resources for Smarter score reports and guides for student success,

Smarter Summative Report - English

" e Ansaaraard | Avsssser | Wb

Delaware English Language Arts (ELA)/Literacy Assessment

Aszessments are an intsgral part of the instructional cycle and fulfil several purposes for educators,
students, parents, policy makers, 300 COMMURICY Members, ASEessments aoministerad 3t the s13te,
distrietjcharter, and schook levels combine to form a system of acsessments with the goal of supporting
student growth.

glish language arts (ELA)literacy assessment helps students, families and teachers

h studant’s strengths and aress for grawth an the mate's standards for Eladiteracy,. This
o] t one measure for determining your chid's progress in schoal. Drther measumes include

your chi 18 grar:ns classroom assignments, district-wide t2sts and more:

Delaware teachars helpsd to develop Smarter's ELA/Brerscy assessment. The Smarter Balanced Assessment
Systern has th i ¢ LU athe , designed for accountabllity purposes; ingerim

sessments, designed ta support teaching and lsarming throughout the year; and farmative asessment
pracesses, supportad by professional lesmning and instructional resources in the Digital Library,

o Students tested: all su.delns In grades 3-
fiternate option:
. For sudenks with sigrifi o disal
wiable ar 7
Test date: Diswrict can chaose m zwv the tw: becween March 5 and May 10, 2 g
L&.\!.I‘Lh

];6.[(:'_ alanced .
5 test goes beyond mul & and short answer, and instead focuses on

. . le-c
Smarter Summative Report - Spani sh wiltlng, predlem-selving and cricical fhis llng 10 ACCLFATSly MEASUIE Student progress in each

Parent Report Interpretive Guide
Parent Guides contain Content required for each grade and links for additional resources. . o-nnn'"-d.‘f‘r?lsu'.[.?! ?:3"""

= In-gla WFPMB}'I“DHNH
= Interim ass ==z—|=-1 neslgnn‘J 0 support teaching and leaming throughaat the year
- supported by professional leaming and instructional reseurces

(ELA & Math) Grades 3-10 fof 2019-2030

Grade 4 Grade5 Grade6 Grade7 Grade8  High School

o Manual: Accessibility Guidelines Smarter Interlms Assessments
Contains the accessibility features policies and precedures for the following assessments: English

language arts (ELA)/literacy and mathematics, science and social Studies, end-of-course https//wwwdoe k12de us/cms/llb/DEO]_g

assessments (US History, Algebra Il and Integrated Math I11) and the alternate assessment (Alt-1)

for reading, mathematics, science, and social Studies. 22744/Centr|CItV/Domal n/llllzo 19_
20%20interim-assessments-overview. pdf

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/assessm
ents/interim-assessments/

https://www.doe.k12.de.us/Page/2433
L EaaSaSaTaTST—S—SSSS—SSSSSSSS., IO
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Glossary of Terms

« SWD — Students with Disabilities

 Priority Schools — “Priority School” is a designation
defined under federal waivers for the Elementary
Secondary Act. These schools fall amongst the
lowest 5% of Title | schools in the state.

« Digital Library — a state-provided resource
created by the Smarter Balanced Consortium with
member states. The Digital Library includes both
Instructional and professional learning resources
to support formative assessment in the classroom
— the process gives teachers real time data to
iInform daily classroom instruction.
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Glossary Continued

« Computer Adaptive Testing (CAT) — An
assessment that is customized for each student or
a more accurate measure. The difficulty of the
items rely on student responses,; i.e., If a student
answers a guestion correctly, the next question will
be harder. If a student answers incorrectly, the
next question will be easier.

 Smarter Interim Assessments — a state-provided
resource created by the Smarter Balanced
Consortium with member states. These are brief
assessments, up to 15 questions, that provide
teachers, families, and students accurate and
timely information on how students are doing all
year long.
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Glossary Continued

Achievement Levels — The Smarter Balanced assessment
has 4 achievement levels: Level 4-Exceeds grade-level
performance, Level 3-Meets grade level performance, Level
2-Nearly Meets grade level performance, and Level 1-Does
not meet grade level performance. The achievement levels
help to describe how well students have mastered the
standards; they are a starting point for discussion about the
performance of individual students or groups of students in
mathematics and English Language Arts.

Khan Academy — a state-provided resource created by Khan

Academy (Official SAT Practice approved by the College
Board). Personalized practice for Delaware students that

provides interaction and instant feedback on progress. Helps

to prepare students for the SAT.
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