
October 23, 2019

Senate Bill 172
Public Meeting



Welcome and Introductions 

–Department of Education (DOE)

• Susan Bunting, Secretary

• Chuck Longfellow, Associate Secretary 

• Kim Klein, Director of Finance

• Meaghan Brennan, Education Associate

–Special Guests/Legislators
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome.  Provide reminder on signing in, if they haven’t already.  

Introductions.





Senate Bill 172

–Prior to SB172, Delaware had not reported 
education spending at the school building 
level.

–Adopted to increase school funding 
transparency.

– Intended to provide comparable financial 
data statewide, to be used in education 
policy-making discussions and decisions.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Just a quick refresher, Senate Bill 172 built upon the federal requirements of ESSA to report public education spending at school building levels.  Historically this information had not been collected or reported at this level, and was challenging to obtain.  The bill was intended to increase transparency around the expenditure of public education funds, and to provide comparable data for analysis and decision making.



Delaware Report Card

–Launched the Delaware Report Card on 
January 16, 2019. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since that time, we have successfully released the first version of the Delaware Report Card.  While the report card includes a wide variety of data, the piece we are here to review tonight is the financial reporting component.  Using the methodology that we presented during the public meetings last year, the Department worked collaboratively with LEAs to ensure a fair and appropriate reporting of school level financial data through the first release of the Delaware Report Card on January 16, 2019.

Let’s take a quick look at what is out there:

Financial data – state, district and school level. 

Includes average spending per student, broken into personnel and non-personnel and by state, federal, local funds.


https://reportcard.doe.k12.de.us/


Since then …

– Improved Financial Transparency page on 
DOE website.

–Reviewed existing school codes with LEAs 
and standardized naming methodology 
(FSF School Codes).
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
While our first launch was a huge success, we recognize that the data included was largely self-reported by the LEAs, rather than being an automatically reported based on processing of initial financial transactions.  Since that time we have been working with all LEAs to review and update existing school codes to ensure that financial transactions are being coded to the school for which the obligations are incurred.  As part of that, we also worked to improve name methodologies, creating consistency statewide in the state’s accounting system.  

A listing of all active school codes is available on the department’s website, on the financial transparency page.



Since then …

–Collaborated with the Division of 
Accounting, Office of Management and 
Budget and LEAs to standardize 
expenditure account codes.  

• Starting in July 2019, LEAs began using codes 
aligned with National Center for Educational 
Statistics (NCES) categories.

–Released Financial Coding Guidance.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once the school codes were updated and standardized, we worked collaboratively with the Division of Accounting, Office of Management and Budget and LEAs to review and standardize account codes used in financial transactions.  Prior to Fiscal Year 2020, each LEA had a great deal of discretion in the selection of which account code they used to record expenditures.  Account codes are intended to classify the purpose of the expenditure, but across the state we lacked consistency.  

During the past year we reviewed every single account code, to determine if there were account codes that should not be used in public education and to identify account codes that were needed and not previously available.  As part of that process, we linked those account codes and their identified uses directly to federal reporting categories provided by the National Center for Educational Statistics and developed written guidance to assist the LEAs in selecting which account code to use when processing financial transactions.  That document is also available on our website.  

The updated school codes and account codes are being utilized by the LEAs during Fiscal Year 2020, which began July 1st.  That means that when the Report Card data is released in fall of 2020 using Fiscal Year 2020 expenditure files, it will occur automatically and will not require self-reporting of expenditures by the LEAs.  We will also be able to report the data within more specific categories, rather than the personnel and non-personnel categories currently reported. 



What’s next?

–Working with LEAs to standardize revenue 
account codes by July 2020.

–Rebuilding financial reports to align with 
NCES categories.

–Collaborating with the Division of 
Accounting and Open Data Portal to 
provide additional expenditure data.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now that we have established a framework for consistent coding of expenditures, we are focused on tackling the revenue side of the equation.  We are currently working with the LEAs to go through the same process for all revenue codes used to accept receipts into the State’s accounting system.  While the automated expenditure reporting will occur in fall of 2020 for Fiscal Year 20 data, the revenue information will continue to be self reported for one additional year with an anticipated completion for use by LEAs in Fiscal Year 2021.

As we look forward to reporting for Fiscal Year 20 expenditure data, we will begin rebuilding financial reports to align with the categories of expenditure reporting used by the federal government and will be collaborating with the State’s Division of Accounting and the Open Data Project to provide additional expenditure details and data.



Public Comment

– Public comments will be limited to five 
minutes per individual or organization.  

– Please introduce yourself, including the 
organization you are representing (if 
applicable). 

– Please submit written feedback/comments 
no later than Friday, November 8th to:

Jennifer.Roussell@doe.k12.de.us
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